
Greetings,
I think this is a wonderful time in our Pilot year.  I always 
get excited when it comes to planning for our next year. 
Our club members come together and start thinking of new 
projects and fundraisers, we are also planning for District 
and International Conventions.  Everywhere you look Pilots 
are very, very busy!

I’ve already received the 2017-2018 club officer forms from 
some of you!!  Way to go! We have a lot to look forward to 

and your district leadership team will help you every step of the way. Stay in touch with your 
Lt Governor’s and continue to share your projects and fundraisers with clubs in your area. 
I’ve seen a lot of invitations coming from constant contact and you never know when a Pilot 
from Ft Pierce or Miami will show up in Melbourne or Titusville or Titusville to Jacksonville 
to Ocala to Crystal River… you get the idea.  It’s fun to visit and learn about other clubs.

When it comes to membership don’t forget we can share there too. For example in Brevard 
County we are fortunate to have 4 clubs. So depending on where someone lives or works, 
what their personal schedule is like or whether they prefer evenings, lunch or Saturday 
brunch there’s a club for everyone. Be sure when recruiting members to let them know 
about the options.  If someone you know is moving help them find a club in their new city or 
state.

Our ECR Peggy Benton will be with us at District Convention I know you’ll make her feel 
welcome; she’s coming from South Carolina! And speaking of convention – I know everyone 
is busy, but please take some time to greet the first timers, make sure they meet members 
of the leadership team and know they can turn to them for help. Remember each club will 
be able to purchase your club manual direct from the district.  This saves you the shipping 
charges.  They are $8 and you can pay with cash or check. They’ll be distributed during the 
President/President Elect workshop. Also if you haven’t mailed your club officer’s form, 
bring a copy with you and turn it in then.

International Convention is going to be great this year. There will be some new workshops 
including one on the New BrainMinders™ Program, a Chaplin’s workshop and information 
about Compass clubs. I know those of you going will benefit from all the good information 
and have a wonderful time as well.

I’m looking forward to seeing you a just a couple of weeks, safe travels my friends. 

In Pilot Friendship,
Governor Debbie
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Hello Pilots,

Since 1992, Pilot International has worked in the area of brain related service and 
narrowed its focus to Brain Safety and Health. Realizing the need to promote awareness 
for brain-safe practices, injury prevention and mindful behavior, Pilot International 
developed the BrainMinders educational program.  Over the years, Pilot Clubs have 
presented countless programs and thousands of children have learned safety tips from 
BrainMinder Buddies.

PI President Connie Moore appointed a BrainMinders Committee at the PI Convention in Montreal.  The 
committee has worked diligently this year researching current information, needs, and ideas for brain injury and 
prevention.  Utilizing their findings, BrainMinder scripts have been revised and new ones created.  The program 
has also been expanded to include bullying and a BrainMinders for Seniors component. 

The revised BrainMinder program will be rolled out during the 2017 PI Convention in Las Vegas. While 
still working, the committee hopes to provide each club with a copy of the new primary and intermediate 
BrainMinder Books at convention.  The BrainMinder workshops are going to be an exceptional opportunity for 
Pilots to meet new BrainMinder Buddies, Charlie Chicken, Bully Bulldog, and Diego Dog and learn what is 
available for club use.   

Pilot is about Friendship and Service.  BrainMinders is one of the many ways Pilots can make new friends and 
strengthen existing friendships while providing an invaluable service. Be an involved Pilot. Involved members 
are better Pilots. Better Pilots attract more members! More members can Do More, Care More, and Be More! 

District convention is just around the corner!  Pilots come together to handle their business, share information, 
and explore ideas.  Let’s not forget the friendship that we share along the way!

Each year, Pilot districts have the responsibility to elect new officers, accept a budget, and handle other necessary 
business items.  These actions are part of what active organizations do.  Yes, having elections is healthy for an 
organization!  They also need to have time to share what they have done – the things that worked and the things 
that didn’t.  One club’s sharing may influence another club.  We also have to look beyond what “we have always 
done” and “the tried and true” to see new paths in accomplishing our goals.  

District convention can be seen not only as a responsibility but also as an opportunity.  We get the opportunity to 
learn new things.  Think about what you have learned while attending district convention.  Think about the guest 
speakers, the workshops, and the training sessions.  Have you taken some of that learning back to your club and 
put it to work?  Yes, district convention is a time for learning and growing.  We also have the opportunity to talk 
with other Pilots from the district and share a bit of Pilot friendship.

I look forward to attending your district convention.  I will be sharing with you an update from Pilot International 
as well as inviting you to our 2017 Pilot International Annual Convention and Leadership Summit to be held in 
Las Vegas.  We will be handling our business, and we are going to have some fabulous speakers and workshops.  
I think you are going to love the service project that we will be doing!  

I hope you are planning to come to Vegas.  Registration is open now.  The hotel is taking reservations.  Don’t 
miss out on this opportunity to meet with Pilots from throughout our international organization.  There’s no 
telling what you will learn!

See you at convention!

Peggy Benton
Executive Committee Representative (ECR)

Executive Council Representative Message



Hello Florida Pilots

Spring is here, a time of new beginnings. As I look outside and see everything 
budding out and the birds singing I am reminded what an awesome world we live 
in.  As I think along those lines my mind goes to Pilot and what an awesome group 
of Florida Pilots we have.  It is such a privilege to be associated with this group.  
When asked by others just what Pilot is, I sometime wonder how to put it into just 
a few simple sentences that sum up who we are.  We all know but it is not always 

easy to make others understand.  At my club meeting this past week we were discussing this and all of us seem to 
have the same issue.  We can state our Mission Statement but the best way is to show who we are by our actions 
and telling everyone we are Pilots and part of an International Organization.  In the coming year I hope we will all 
continue to work hard to be more visible and spread the word about Pilot and just what an amazing organization 
we are.

As I am sitting at my desk writing this, I have a good view of one of  my hummingbird feeders and the little guys 
are out in numbers this morning tanking up for the day.  Let’s all go to convention and get tanked up with Pilot 
enthusiasm that we can take back to our clubs and communities.  Let’s put our Friendship and Service into action 
and Do More, Care More and Be More as we prepare for a new Pilot year.

I look forward to seeing you in Lake Mary April 21 – 23.

In Pilot Friendship,
Caroline Fallis, Governor- Elect

Governor-Elects Message



South Central Region

Along with other members of the District Executive Council (DEC), I attended the 
March 4-5 Anchor Convention in Kissimmee.  I wanted to share my experience with 
you.  The Florida Anchors are the largest Anchor organization in Pilot International.  
There are 24 clubs and 901 Anchor members. 

The Anchors are so enthusiastic and full of energy. It is always a pleasure to attend 
this event.  There were 256 Anchors at this convention.  Their theme was Mardi Gras 
and they had poster and t-shirt contests.  It is amazing to see how creative they are.

I was not aware that the Anchors have a creed similar to the Pilot Code of Ethics 
until I saw their program.  

Anchor Club Creed
Realizing that in unity there is strength,

we, as members of the Anchor Club, are resolved
to work together in friendship and loyalty;

to render service in our home, school and community,
knowing this course will take us over a sea of happiness;

to steer our ship of life by the bright stars of Hope and Faith;
to follow words of guidance from parents, teachers and Pilot friends,

for these, as gleams from the Lighthouse of Truth, are words of wisdom;
to set full sail through channels of achievement

which lead us to the port of success; and
when our ship of life is tossed by the tempests of misunderstandings

and the angry winds of injustice,
we will cast our Anchors of courage, wisdom and trust to hold us fast.

Sue McCreary, Past President
Pilot Club of Tallahassee, Florida

This is a very busy time of the year for the clubs in the South Central Region.  Many clubs hold their major fund 
raising events during this time.  They hold spaghetti dinners, pancake breakfasts, fashion shows, painting events and 
craft events.  It is through these fund raising events that the clubs have the money to give back to their communities.  
I wish each club success in their events. 

Submitted by
Peggy Bretz
South Central Region Lt. Governor 2016-2017



The clubs of the North Region have been out and about in their communities, keeping busy and raising funds to 
support their community partners. Some of what they do:

The Pilot Club of Pensacola held its 36th annual Pancake Breakfast; conducts a Glitz and Glamour Fashion Show; 
fits and distributes bicycle helmets; provides monthly birthday cakes and parties at ARC Gateway and sponsors an 
Anchor Club.

The Pilot Club of Panama City supports Girls, Inc.; held its 7th annual Pancake Breakfast; holds a 5K and Fun Run 
for brain related disorders; volunteers at the Wounded Warrior Retreat; have held yard sales which enabled them to 
buy two desks for the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation; and sponsors four Anchor Clubs.

Chicken and dumpling fundraisers, held four times a year is the big fundraiser for the Pilot Club of DeFuniak Springs. 
With the money they make from their sales, they send Anchors to convention, provide them with scholarships and 
raise funds to support their other community partners. Their club also provides various caregivers with a Pick Me Ups 
on a monthly basis; supports Lifeline (medical alert system) ongoing for the past 37 years; supports various patriotic 
events in their community; and sponsors three Anchor Clubs.

The Pilot Club of Marianna holds an annual spaghetti dinner; conducts a Backpack Project; publishes an annul 
Community Calendar (fundraiser where people pay to have events added); supports the Jackson County Special 
Olympic; supports the Hope School; and sponsors one Anchor Club of which Pat Furr, one of their Pilot members, is 
the Advisor.

Pick Me Ups was a focus of the Pilot Club of Quincy this year and they have provided over 150 to the policemen, 
EMS and firefighters in their county as well as providing Pick Me Ups to the caregivers at the Alzheimer’s Project 
respite care; they provide an evening meal to the campers at the Rotary Club Handicap Camp; and sponsor one 
Anchor. Caroline Fallis, one of their Pilot Club members, is the current Florida District Governor Elect and will be 
installed as Governor at District Convention. Claire Taylor, an Anchor at the Robert F. Munroe Anchor Club, is the 
current Florida District Anchor President.

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee partners with Alzheimer’s Project for Project Lifesaver and just presented them with 
$4,963.43 for needed supplies and equipment, thanks to a matching grant from Pilot International Founders Fund; 
held their third Pancake Breakfast; conducts non-perishable foods for the Salvation Army Food Pantry; volunteers 
at the Southern Scholarship Foundation 5K Run; partnered with Maclay School Anchors for Kids Vote; conducts 
BrainMinders™ at various locations; conduct annual Patriotic Essay Contests; and sponsors three Anchor Clubs.

All are as busy as the other Florida District Pilot Clubs – Pilots exist to support our communities.

Hope to see you at District Convention in Lake Mary, April 21-23.

In Pilot Friendship,

Claire

North Region Lt. Governor Message



Hello Pilots!

Our District continues to grow thanks to you!!! At our Fall Council held in October 2016, I recognized those Pilots who 
recruited 2 or more new members since my report was given at District Convention in April 2016. 

Those Pilots are:

Ft. Lauderdale - Nancy Rausch  2 new members
Marianna - Pat Furr  2 new members

Riverview - Winnie Brewer  2 new members
                   Michelle Nelsen 3 new members

Space Coast - Michelle McDonel  2 new members
                      Joan Spangler      2 new members

South Brevard - Annette Parker 2 new members

Thank you Ladies!
I’m so excited to see you all again at District Convention in Lake Mary! Can’t wait!
Until then......
Robin

At Fall Council I addressed the styles of leadership that affects the 6 generations that exist today with emphasis 
on the “Baby Boomers” (born between 1946 and 1964) which makes up the majority of our Pilots and was the 
largest generation in history with 77 million people.  I was surprised to see we have quite a few of the “Mature/
Silents” (born between 1927 and 1945)-you gals look great!   Pilot does keep us young.  Our recruiting efforts 
are focused on the “Generation X” (born between 1965 and 1980). Research shows that they are suspicious of all 
organization.  They tend to be cautious, skeptical, unimpressed with authority, and self-reliant.  They want to save 
the neighborhood, not the world.  So this is where Pilot comes in, because at our club levels we are all about our 
community. They are connected by social media and that is what we can get them to do for our individual groups.  
Engage them and give them responsibilities as soon as possible and keep them accountable in a nice way.  Everyone 
I know always has a good feeling when doing something that is appreciated by others.

A leadership quality that I find helpful with my work team and my Pilot group is being responsive to the group’s 
needs: Being perceptive can also help a leader be more effective in knowing the needs of the team/organization.  
Some teams value trust over creativity; others prefer a clear communicator to a great organizer.  Building a strong 
team is easier when you know the values and goals of each individual, as well as what the need from you as their 
leader.

Of these leadership Traits: Inspire Action, Be Optimistic, Have Integrity, Support and Facilitate, Have confidence, 
Communication, and Be decisive.  No matter what generation I addressed the ones that came through the loudest 
was Communication and Support and Facilitate.  Through Pilot International and our Pilot District we have loads 
of information to communicate, we just have to research and extract what we need to make our individual groups 
prosper and grow.  All communities are different so we have to find our niche.   In turn we will make our District 
and PI expand.  

Hope to see you at the District Convention! 
Gail

Membership 
Message

Leadership 
Message



Recognition and congratulations are in order for The 
Pilot Club of South Brevard’s member Jo Reid.
Jo Reid received her BSRN degree and graduated recently 
with high honors. Jo  works very long hours, studied long 
hours and always finds time for Pilot, we are very proud 
of her. 

“CONGRATULATIONS JO”

Pilot Club 
South 

Brevard

Each year the Pilot Club of Panama City distributes 
stockings for clients at Second Chance of Northwest 
Florida at Christmas.  The stockings are crocheted 
by a member of the club and members fill them with 
needed items.  These are presented at a Christmas 
gathering at Second Chance.  Second Chance provides 
day care for clients with brain-related disorders 
and teaches them lost day-to-day living skills.  Pilot 
members attending were Susie Bunch, Jean Hughes, 
Sarah Shink, and Ann Mills.  

Stockings presented to Second Chance

Dan Francis who was injured in a motorcross 
accident and Jean Hughes, Pilot Club



PILOT CLUB OF PANAMA CITY  PANCAKE FESTIVAL A SUCCESS!
The Pilot Club of Panama City recently held its 7th Annual Pancake Festival at Applebees in Panama City.  
To create a festive mood, there were many door prizes given away, a 50/50 raffle, a bake sale, and items for 
a silent auction which included a signed FSU football, a framed UF stadium picture, and a two-night stay at 
Edgewater Beach Resort.  Celebrities from the community helped with the 50/50 raffle, poured coffee, and 
greeted customers.  Paris Janos from WJHG-TV was master of ceremonies and kept it lively and fun.  Our 
Anchor Clubs from Arnold, Bay, Mosley, and Rutherford high schools stepped in to serve the pancakes and 
sausage and clean up.  The Pilot Club could not have done it without them.  Proceeds from the event will fund 
three $1,000 scholarships for Anchor seniors and help with the club’s charities for brain-related disorders.

Left to right:  Celebrities Victoria Martin, Emerald Coast Internal Medicine; Jerry Tabbott, WMBB-TV; 
Paris Janos, WJHG-TV; Laura Peavler, WJHG-TV; Mark Anderson, Supervisor of Elections; Mike Jones 
better known as secret santa; Scott Ervin, Panama City Police Chief; and Judy Finch, past Governor of the 
Florida District, Pilot International.

Left to right back row:  Sandy Ingram, youth division co-coordinator, Pilot Club of Panama City; 
Ryan Michaels, WJHG-TV; Barbara Prentiss, youth division co-coordinator, Pilot Club of Panama 
City; Danille Ellis, WJHG-TV; Laura Peavler, WJHG-TV; and Paris Janos in front.



Pilot Club of Jacksonville

Food For Love
At the February Business Meeting, the Pilot Club of Jacksonville Pilots were asked to dress 
in red and to bring donations to UCOM’S (United Community Outreach in Jacksonville) 
Food Bank for the Club’s Annual Food for Love Drive. And the Pilots heard the call to help 
our neighbors!  The Club donated 248 pounds of food and a monetary donation of $20.00.

Lunch at the City Rescue Mission

On Wednesday, February 22, eight Pilots and one Co-Pilot prepared and served the Club’s donated lunch at 
City Rescue Mission (CRM). Lunch was a feast of fried pork chops, mashed potatoes & gravy, green beans, 
squash, rolls and pudding. Club members who prepared the luncheon were Patricia McCullough, Susan 
Faircloth, Linda Kinnealy, Carolyn Kates, Yvonne Bulluck, Carolyn Barrett, Sherrill Casey-Bakai and Co-
Pilot Bill Bakai. The CRM staff and clients were very appreciative of our Club’s donation and the members’ 
time preparing the meal.  Pictured are the club members with Chef Ron from the City Rescue Mission.



Donna 5K and Family Fun Run

For the first time, the Pilot Club of Jacksonville joined the Bishop Kenny Anchors and volunteered at The 
Donna 5K and Family Fun Run on Saturday, February 11th at the Prime Osborne Convention Center.  The 
Pilots handed out the racing bibs and the Anchors handed out medals to the finishers of the Family Fun 
Race.

The DONNA Foundation is a non-profit organization in Northeast Florida producing the only marathon 
in the U.S. dedicated to breast cancer research, awareness and care. Its mission is to provide financial 
assistance and support to individuals living with breast cancer and fund ground breaking breast cancer 
research. http://thedonnafoundation.org/?page_id=42

Pictured are Bernie Bakkar - Pilot and BK Anchor Sponsor, Gail Pender - President, 
Carolyn Barrett-Past President, and Therese Taylor-Anchor Division Coordinator

Pilot Club of Jacksonville



Pilot Club of Tallahassee

The Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee presented the 
top three essayists in the 
Veterans’ Essay writing 
Contest, at DeSoto Trail 
School.  They each received 
a certificate, medal and 
monetary award.  All the 
students who participated 
received a Certificate of 
Participation and a gift 
card from Chick-fil-A.   

Chiles High School Anchors held their induction candlelight ceremony 
of new members at Ms. Strickland’s home (their Anchor Advisor).  After 
the ceremony they announced their Big  Sisters/Little Sisters and then 
had dinner around the fire pit. 



Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee

 

Leon High School and Chiles High School 
Anchors volunteered with Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee club members Mallory, Annette, 
Bea, Karol, Carol, Jane, Claire and Charlotte 
at the Salvation Army Angel Tree.

Charlotte and Claire, Pilot Club of Tallahassee, made 96 goodie 
bags for the Gretchen Everhart Winter Dance.  The students were 
very happy to receive the snacks.  They also donated toiletries 
plus new and gently worn clothing to the Maclay School Anchors 
for their holiday project - Capital City Youth Services.  Plus they 
collected and delivered non-perishables for the Salvation Army 
Food Pantry as one of their winter project.

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee presented the 
top three essayists, at Cornerstone Learning 
Community, in the Presidents’ Essay Contest 
with their certificates, medals and monetary 
award.   



 Pilot Club of Tallahassee members 
Karol, Annarene, Pam, Annette, 
Jane and Claire represented 
their club at the 32nd Annual 
Alzheimer’s Disease Education 
and Training Conference.  Four 
LaVerne Weddle Pilot Scholarship 
House ladies assisted them.  They 
provided the continental breakfast 
and assisted with registration.  
The event was attended by 
over 175 people, who had the 
opportunity to obtain updated 
information on Alzheimer’s 
disease by attending workshops 
and listening to guest speakers.

Children’s Day 2017 was a 
great success for the Pilot 
Club of Tallahassee.  They 
had eight Chiles High School 
Anchors and one Leon High 
School Anchor helping 
them throughout the day.  
They fit and distributed 75 
bicycle helmets and had the 
opportunity to speak with 
over 85 children and adults 
about keeping their brains 
safe for life. 

Pilot Club of Tallahassee



Charlotte and Claire represented our club at 
the Anchor Convention, “Anchored in Mardi 
Gras”, in Kissimmee. 

Congratulations to the Maclay Anchors.  They received second place in the Brain Related Disorders Award 
at the Anchor Convention.  Their submission was for their Epilepsy Awareness Day that they conduct at the 
school.  They hang banners around the school which show epilepsy facts, encourage students to dress in 
purple and award a Starbucks card for the best purple outfit - provided by their Pilot Club.

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee initiated Leslie 
Palmer Boxold into their club.  Leslie is the 
daughter of Maria Guy, who was a member of the 
Port of Jacksonville Pilot Club.  Welcome Leslie 
to Pilot!

Pilot Club of Tallahassee



 

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee, Inc. received a $2,484.00 matching grant from Pilot International 
Founders Fund for needed supplies to support Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. Project Lifesaver, Inc. clients. 
The Pilot Club of Tallahassee, Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. and the Leon County Sheriff’s Office are partners 
in Leon County, supporting Alzheimer’s, autistic and Down syndrome sufferers. On March 9th, Pilot 
Club of Tallahassee members presented a check for $4,969.43 to the Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. to procure 
needed tracking supplies through Project Lifesaver International.

In the back row, from left 
are Debbie Moroney, CEO 
Alzheimer’s Project, Inc.; 
Jane Furlong, Pilot; Pam 
Schilling, Pilot; Claire 
Mikko, Pilot.  In the front 
row are Jasmine Sheppard, 
Program Manager of 
Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. 
and Charlotte Edenfield, 
President, Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee

Applebee’s Pancake Breakfast was a success for the Pilot Club of Tallahassee.  Thanks to Carol, Karol, 
Mallory, Claire, Jane, Bea, and Annette for being there!  And to the Chiles and Maclay Anchors for their 
hard work or serving the food and clearing the tables - they worked for tips and did a great job!

Pilot Club of Tallahassee



The Pilot Club of Tallahassee held their annual Anchor Officer Installation, senior Anchor recognition, 
Anchor Advisor recognition and presentation of their Anchor scholarships.  The event was hosted by the 
Chiles High School Anchors and was attended by Anchors from Chiles High School, Leon High School and 
Maclay School, along with parents, friends, Advisors, school administration and Pilots. 

Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee



Anchored in Mardi Gras
Anchor Convention in Kissimmee FL 

March 4-5

Florida Governor Debbie, Anchor President Riley and 
International President Connie



A sample of the club posters



The project was 4 murals consisting of 6 panels per mural. The room was set 
up in 4 sections, each a different mural with corresponding paints and paint 
brushes and a panel at each table. The panels had a dot of the color that was to 
be pained in that area. When you looked at each panel it was hard to imagine 
what the end result would be.
The final panels were brought in 
and displayed for the group to 
see the finished murals. There 
was a drawing to see which 
Anchor clubs would receive the 
finished murals.








