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Florida District Pilot International Governor’s Bulletin 
Dear Florida District Pilots: 
 
Last month this publication introduced your 2019-2020 DEC by sharing 
their Bios with you, what an incredible group of talented Pilots serving 
the Florida District. Please make sure you use their wealth of knowledge 
to assist your club this year. They are only a call, text or email away. 

It's the season to be Pilot busy, I know the clubs have just completed 
budgets, plans of work and audits, some have had fundraisers and 
projects already! Please continue using Facebook for all your endeavors 
for great visibility. We have clubs going live on Facebook and getting 
people to "join our journey."  
 
Speaking of joining we have added to the Florida District Family the 
Compass Club of Northwest Florida, Pilot Club of Walton County, and 
chartering soon Pilot Club of Palm Beach and Walton Middle School 
Anchor Club. We wish them all a great journey! What a great job Pilots 
are doing in adding to our Pilot family! Please follow these new 
additions on Facebook to watch them grow and prosper. 

Your DEC has been busy also since we returned from Chicago 
with Appointee's/DEC meetings, club chartering, Regionals, Fall 
Council Planning, and District Committees. We would like to thank the 
Standing Rules Committee, Chair Winnie Brewer, members, Barbara 
Prentiss, North Region, Kathryn Christmas, North Central Region, 
Charlie Moses, South Region, and Joan Midget, South Central Region 
for representing their regions, they are working on the proposals that 
the District Convention Delegates sent back to committee. Those 
proposals will be out soon for your review and voting at Fall Council. 
 
The DEC is also working with the Disaster Committee which was 
requested after repeated hurricanes our Pilots were affected by for 
guidance and protocol to use when a natural disaster arrives in Florida. 
We would like to thank the Disaster Committee Chair Pam White, and 
members Robin Porta, Rene Naughton, and Joyce Centrella for your 
assistance with this endeavor. You will be hearing more from the 
committee soon. 
 
You must enjoy the journey because whether or not you get there,  
you must have fun on the way. 
...Chawla 
See you all soon as we #joinourjourneyflpilots to Fall Council, 
Diana 
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                                                                      CHARLOTTE EDENFIELD, TREASURER 
Most clubs are now well into their activities and fundraisers for this year.  I wish all of you the best on your club’s 
important work in your communities.   
 
Please remember to share information about your events with other clubs in our district.  I know many club 
members would be willing to attend and support other club’s fundraisers and events if provided the information.  
This will also provide other clubs to learn more about possible projects to try in their own community. 
We received great news from Pilot Int’l headquarters recently.  Pilot Int’l dues will now be pro-rated quarterly instead 
of just semi-annually. An updated pro-rated dues chart will be distributed at each of the regional meetings and will 
soon be available on the Florida District website. 
 
Thank you all for doing more, caring more and being more! 
 

                                                   BEVERLY SHEAN, GOVERNOR ELECT 
 
I was on Facebook (imagine that!) and saw this quote from Southern Living: “I’m comfortable in my own skin, no 
matter how far it’s stretched.” Dolly Parton 
 
This had me thinking about how far we “stretch”, whether physically, mentally, or metaphorically. Last year as I 
stepped up to be Vice President for our local Girls Inc affiliate, I was a little intimidated, as I knew this would require 
me to stretch in some areas. We do a large fundraiser each November called Boots and Bling and feature up and 
coming country artists. Last year, it was less than a month after Hurricane Michael and we decided we still needed to 
hold the event, after all Ashley McBryde was our performer (this happened a few weeks before the CMA’s!). 
Knowing that this will continue to be our signature event and that I am nowhere close to being a country kind of gal, 
I was a little intimidated to step up to this position. I fretted a bit, probably lost some sleep on it, but finally decided I 
was up to the challenge. I spoke with our team and told them I was confident in taking on this role as long as they 
understood this event was not my forte and best skill set, but that I would handle the areas I excelled in as long as 
other “experts” would continue to help in the other areas! This year Jacob Bryant is coming, and I am excited to 
continue to see our event grow! 
 
So what does this really mean to us? Well, I want to encourage you to do a stretch of some sort this year! Maybe it is 
just a small stretch, handling a fundraiser or a project aspect that might be new to you (be sure to get some 
experts to help you!). Maybe it is a large stretch, like heading a new event for your club or at your work. Before we 
started handling silent auctions for our charities, I spent a few event seasons, just watching, learning, and essentially 
being a mentee as I learned some of the ins and outs and whatnot, then I made the big stretch and accepted the 
Chair position one year! 
 
And just maybe your stretch involves being an Appointee/Coordinator!! Keep in mind there are lots of “experts” 
you can lean on through the year. Later this month we have a flyer as well as a longer informational piece with “job 
descriptions”. Remember being in a leadership position is not always about doing all the work sometimes it is more 
of just steering the ship! We also need to train ourselves up, so if you are interested in being an appointee in the 
future, let me know and we can pair you up so you can possibly shadow for a year. 
 
Here are the current Appointee positions open: Awards Jury Chair *Chaplain/Inspirational Leader * Compass Coordinator * 
Fundraising Coordinator *Leadership Coordinator * Membership Coordinator * Nominating Committee 
Chair * Parliamentarian * Projects Coordinator * Governor’s Bulletin/Wave Editor 
See more attached to cover email 



 
  

          MISSY RIDGWAY, NORTH CENTRAL 
                             LT GOVERNOR 
Three years ago, as many of you will remember, I was fighting the biggest 
fight of my life. At that time, many of my Pilot Friends would send me cards 
to keep me encouraged. This poem was on a card that I received several 
times, when I needed to be reminded of these words and it 
has held a special place in my heart ever since. 
 
So many times, in our daily lives, we are pulled in multiple directions at the 
same time between our jobs, family, friends, health, personal emotions, 
schedules and you can fill in the blanks .After dealing with life in this 
manner day after day, we find ourselves just simply worn out and 
emotionally drained. I hope this little poem can give you the encouragement 
you may need today or in the near future to just hang on, stand tall and 
strong as you move through whatever situation lies ahead of you. 
 
Sending my Pilot Love, Hugs and Strength your way!! 

                                          GAIL HILL, NORTH REGION LT GOVERNOR 
WOW, as I sit writing this article, it is already mid-August, we are a little over a month and half into our 
new Pilot year and what a busy time it has been. So far, this journey has provided me with a lot of 
“firsts”; first time serving on the DEC, first time attend the Council of Leaders at Pilot International 
Convention, first time attending a DEC/Appointee meeting, first time staying at a scholarship house and 
completing my first club official visit. In addition, I attended the chartering ceremony for Florida 
District’s first Compass Club, the Compass Club of Northwest Florida. I also attended my first chartering 
of a Pilot Club, the Pilot Club of Walton County. 
 
As I think about all of this, some of it has been a little overwhelming, challenging but at the same time 
very exciting. I have received so much support and encouragement from so many of you, for that I am 
very grateful. At a recent club meeting, a fellow Pilot shared about her daughter going to another state 
to attend college, with no family nearby. She had reached out to the local Pilot Club in that area, they 
responded, she now has a new Pilot friend that will be there to assist her daughter, should she need 
help. Listening to her share this story brought tears to my eyes, because this is what we do, we help 
each other …. we are Pilots and we are family. 
As we continue this journey together, may we all strive to help each other, our clubs, our regions, our 
Florida District and Pilot International with our love and support. 

                                           JONDA ERWIN, SOUTH CENTRAL LT GOVERNOR 
New beginnings built on the pearls of yesterday and the dreams of tomorrow.  I am very excited about this year 
as we "join our journey" together to improve and support our communities.  A clean slate full of promise.  I hope 
everyone is planning on attending Fall Council October 25-27 in Naples.  The DEC is planning a wonderful 
convention that will be informative and beneficial to all.   
 
If you need me I am a phone call, text, message or a short car ride away.  I am looking forward to attending as 
many events as possible.   
 
#southcentralregionrocks   #joinourjourneyflpiltots 
 
 
 

   
 

“The Oak Tree” 
A mighty wind blew night and day. 
It stole the oak tree’s leaves away, 
Then snapped its boughs and pulled its bark 
Until the oak was tired and stark. 
But still the oak tree held its ground 
While other trees fell all around. 
The weary wind gave up and spoke, 
“How can you still be standing, Oak?” 
The oak tree said “I know that you 
Can break each branch of mine in two, 
Carry every leaf away, 
Shake my limbs, and make me sway. 
But I have roots stretched in the earth, 
Growing stronger since my birth. 
You’ll never touch them, for you see, 
They are the deepest part of me. 
Until today, I wasn’t sure 
Of just how much I could endure. 
But now I’ve found, with thanks to you, 
I’m stronger than I ever knew.” 
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                                        Pilot International Director, ECR Nickola “Nicki” Dawkins 
 
Service, learning, friendships, and fun! All of these were a big part of our annual Leadership Conference and 
Convention in Chicago. We packed school supplies for local children and brought books for children in Macon, 
GA. Speakers addressed caregiving, leadership, navigating change, and life after a concussion. Workshops were 
presented on Member Clicks, technology, leadership, and convention planning. More than seventy first-timers, 
and over 500 total attendees celebrated longtime friendships, met Facebook friends face to face, and kindled new 
friendships. Pilots toured the Chicago architecture on the river, cheered on the White Sox, ate deep dish pizza, 
joined the mobsters and molls at Tommy Guns Garage, rode the Ferris Wheel at Navy Pier, and clapped and 
danced with Jake and Elwood as the Blues Brothers came back home to Chicago.  
In between all this activity, we managed to pass a budget, consider and vote on two Bylaws amendments, and 
elect our officers. We shopped at the Pilot Store and the Expo, and raised some money for Pilot while enjoying 
the good-natured heckling of our beloved Co-Pilots.  
 
If this sounds like fun to you (and believe me, it was) start making plans to attend next year, when we gather on 
the boardwalk in Atlantic City, New Jersey; June 24-27, 2020. 
But first, we have a year to work and enjoy together as Pilots. Ask your convention delegate about our new 
signature helmet project; Pilot shirt first Saturdays; and the membership race in which your club, your District, 
and you could win discounted registration to the 100th Anniversary 2021 Convention in Atlanta. 
This year, please consider applying for a Pick Me Up Grant. Applications can be found on the PI website, and 
are due by September 15 for this quarterly cycle. Make sure to name a Pilot Ambassador and make a donation to 
PIFF in their name by September 30. The donation helps fund our Safe Harbor grants program, and your 
Ambassador’s name will appear in the Pilot Log.   
 
And don’t forget, PIFF matching grant applications are due October 15. It’s not too early to start working on 
gathering the information and completing that application. 
 
WE are Pilot International! Let’s make this a great year.                   
 

                                            BARBARA KECK, SOUTH LT GOVERNOR 
When was the last time you had pick me up? When was the last time someone sent you flowers for no reason at 
all? How about a call from someone just when you needed to hear from them? Today is the day to reach out to 
someone else. We use the pick-me-ups for the caretakers who are making the lives of others easier. Here are 
some ideas where to find the people who need to hear from you. Look at your church prayer request.  
Talk to your friends, they may know someone that needs a left. Look in the newspaper to see if someone their 
needs a congratulation for doing something fantastic. Have you checked your social media?  
 
Next time you go to the grocery store, pick up a bag of non-perishable items and drop them off on your way 
home. A fresh-baked pie or some cupcakes are a great way to brighten up someone's day. How about a nice bowl 
or basket of fruit, it can says, I care. Publix has bouquets of flowers at 3 for $12; one bouquet would be $4. And a 
thinking of you card in the mail is another nice idea. Most things do not have to be expensive to be used as a 
pick-me-up.  
 
Someone would love to have a few minutes of your time and the special thought that went into the gesture. 



                      
 
                                 
 
 

                 FALL COUNCIL  
            OCTOBER 25-27 2019 
                    Naples Hilton   
Business will be conducted, your club is 
entitled to 3 delegates to vote on the Standing 
Rule Changes being presented at this Fall 
Council 

         Good Morning-Rise with Victory 
    Good Afternoon-Release with Versatility 
        Good Night- Rest with Validation 
 
 By Seletha Bradley-Morris, Inspirational Leader 

                                Pilot Scholarship House Foundation 
 
Pilots; 
The Pilot Scholarship House Foundation appreciates all your support. As you know 
we rely on donations and dues to operate. 
 
Fundraisers on Social Media, specifically Facebook are another way to seek donations 
from your friends and followers we, as a foundation, would not normally reach. 
 
Our policy is to acknowledge and record all donations from all donors. Facebook does 
not provide the information necessary for us to do this properly. 
 
In our recent meeting, the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation voted to add the 
following to our Policy and Procedure Manual regarding fundraisers on social media. 
 
Members may arrange a fundraising campaign on social media for 
PSHF. At the conclusion of the campaign, the organizing member is 
responsible for providing the names, addresses, and donation amount 
to the PSHF Treasurer so that the donations can be recorded, and 
acknowledgements be sent to the donors. It is also the responsibility 
of the member to notify the treasurer if the funds are to be applied to a 
specific PSHF fund. 
 
You as the organizer of the fundraiser, have access to the information that we need to 
send our acknowledgement and recognize the individual donors. 
Again, we appreciate your support! 

 


