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Sweetheart Edition

Greetings Pilots!

Even though we select our Club Ambassador in 
September we can’t help but think about our Club 
Sweetheart in February! In the Florida District 
Ambassador and Sweetheart are one in the same. 
Since February is for sweethearts and there’s no 
getting around it, it is with great pride that we 
continue the Wave Special Edition: A tribute to our 
Sweetheart Ambassador!

I’m glad to see so many clubs participating for a couple of reasons. One, the 
recognition of that very special Pilot, and also because the money you send to Pilot 
International in honor of your Ambassador goes to support the Safe Harbor Fund.

Florida Pilots know first-hand how important the Safe Harbor Fund can be. So on 
behalf of our District and those recipients I thank you.

When you elected your Sweetheart you probably gave it a lot of thought and yet 
there was one person who just simply came to mind.  Why? Because it is the Pilot 
who is active in your club and supports not only club activities but those of Pilot 
International as well. Your Sweetheart is probably a leader in your club.  This is the 
Pilot who goes the extra mile to get things done and adds that special touch. This 
is the Pilot who encourages others and supports the Anchors and leads the way to 
helping families in need. You probably always look forward to seeing this Pilot at 
your meetings and events because this Pilot is generous with time and friendship. 
A Pilot in thought, word and deed.

I hope you enjoy reading about these amazing Pilots, I know I did.

In Pilot Friendship,

Governor Debbie



Our Pilot Ambassador is Janet Goldie. She has  been a member of our club 
since August 2011. Janet is a hard worker and works at our Spring Garden 
Show and Fall Home Show everyday from opening to closing, as well as 
the set up day. She also Co chair of the Projects for our club and is at all our 
monthly parties we have for Open Arms, which is for disabled or mentally 
challenged adults. If there is an event, Janet is there participating.

Pilot ambassador Janet Goldie with 
Diane Lessard our PIFF rep

Pilot Club of Daytona Beach

Pilot Club of South Brevard

The Pilot Club of South Brevard is proud to have Cathy Decker 
represent us as our Ambassador for 2016-2017.  Cathy joined our club 
in April 2013 and wasted little time becoming involved. She has been 
a very active member of the Fundraising Division and has helped 
plan and execute many successful fundraisers for our club.  In 2015-
2016 she was the coordinator and this year is the co-coordinator. 
Last year she was the historian and did a beautiful and very 
professional job with the scrapbook.  This year when our President 
was having trouble getting someone to follow in her footsteps she 
agreed to do it once again.  
Cathy considers herself to be a “worker bee” but with her “get things 
done” attitude she has also proven herself to be a leader.
We are very lucky to have Cathy as an active member of our club.  She 
deserves this recognition.

From left to right:   Lynn Daugherty, 2015-2016 
Ambassador of the Year, Cathy Decker 2016-2017 

Ambassador, and Pat Tebbe, President

Pilot Club of Ocala

Missy Ridgway

Pilot Club of  Ocala’s
2016-2017 Pilot International Club Ambassador

Missy has been a Pilot since 2004 and has served in all positions in our 
club.  She has served on the District Level as Anchor Coordinator and 
District Secretary. She was International Anchor Coordinator as well. 
Missy never says no. She is always ready to help in any way that she can, 
and she does all things with her “light up the room” smile!  Missy truly is 
an Ambassador for PILOT!

Presenting Missy her certificate is Carole Vitale, last year’s recipient.



Congratulations to Jonda Erwin, our 2016 Pilot International Ambassador! 
Jonda has been a member of the Pilot Club of Titusville for 20 years. She 
was chosen by the club for all the hard work and dedication she gives to 
not only our community but to the members as well. Jonda attends our 
monthly meetings on a regular basis and she is always willing to help out 
with our various projects and fundraisers. She promotes and supports Pilot 
International and the Florida District’s activities. On the local club level, 
Jonda serves as the club’s Parliamentarian and is the Anchor Coordinator 
for the Astronaut High School Anchor Club, whom our club sponsors. She 
is currently serving as the 2016-2017 Florida District Secretary.

Way to go Jonda! We are so proud of you!

Pilot Club of Titusville

The 2016 Sweetheart for The Pilot Club of St. Augustine is three-year 
Pilot member Tadzia Alexander.
Tadzia, who is  following in the footsteps of her grandmother , 
Emily Alexander, a St. Augustine Pilot in the 1950s, joined the 
club because “I have a love for our community and philanthropy. 
Volunteerism truly is a privilege,” Tadzia writes, “and Pilot is such a 
great sisterhood.”
For 2015-16 club year , Tadzia is chairing the patriotism area. She’s 
also a member of the board and was just elected president-elect, with 
her term as president to be 2017-18. Eager to learn all about Pilot, 
she attended the district convention her first year.
Additional community service includes a member of the Rotary Club 
of St. Augustine and chairing the allocations committee of United 
Way for three years. She’s currently on the steering committee for 
United Way Emerging Leaders Group.
Tadzia is office manager at the Alexander Law Firm. Her hobbies 
including running, reading and traveling.

Pilot Club of St. Augustine

Pictured with Jonda, are club President, 
Robin Porta and member, Rachel Terry .



The Pilot Club of Tallahassee is honored to recognize Charlotte Edenfield as its 
2016-17 Ambassador. Charlotte has been a member of Pilot International for 
28 years, having joined after learning about Pilot while a resident of the Pilot 
Scholarship House at Florida State University. She is currently serving her 
third term as President of the club and is completing her 18th year on the Pilot 
Scholarship House Foundation board. She previously served as Florida District 
Treasurer for two terms. Charlotte represents Pilot in our club’s various fundraising 
events, logged 49 hours of community service associated with our club last year 
(not to mention the many, many hours dedicated to PSHF), and continues to 
contribute her time, talents and financial support to Pilot on all levels.

Pilot Club of Tallahassee

Linda Kinnealy joined the Pilot Club of Jacksonville, FL in March 
of 2010 and jumped right in.  Within 4 years she became President 
in 2014-15.  Linda is currently the club Secretary for the second 
term (2015-2017) as well as the PIFF Representative and is on the 
Anchor Youth committee.  She is a very active Pilot and participates 
on many hands on projects such as our Quarterly Litter Retrieval; 
as a cook at City Rescue Mission; works on our fundraisers and has 
been a caregiver to a fellow Pilot.  Not only is Linda sister Pilot she 
has become a great friend.  We love you Linda.

Pilot Club of Jacksonville

The Pilot Club of Quincy is proud to have ANN MOREAU as our Club Ambassador for 
this year.  She served as president 2013-2014 and is serving as president again this year.
Ann has been a Pilot since September 2004.  From the very beginning she has been very 
active, participating in all of the projects and fund raisers.  She really likes to bake and 
make other goodies and does so for all occasions where they are needed.  She is active 
in her church and likes to travel.
Her home in the country is surrounded by animals; horses, goats, peacocks, cats and 
dogs. Ann has a son James and 2 sisters. Ann retired this past fall from an accounting 
position and has done some traveling since that time.
In the picture she is having some fun at a paint party fund raiser for neighboring Pilot 
Club of Marianna.

Pilot Club of Quincy



Pilot Club of Panama City

Pilot Club of Palatka

Lynda Fitzstephens was born May 5, 1955 to Paul and Arizona Fitzstephens 
. Her father worked as a civilian employee for Eastern and Pan Am as an 
Instrument Mechanic and her mother worked as an administrator for an 
exclusive private school. 
Lynda was born and raised in Miami Florida. She graduated from Miami 
Killian high school. Upon graduation she took a job with the Airforce as a 
civilian employee.
She married and had two daughters. Lynda went back to school and received 
a BA and Project Management. She continued working with the Airforce, 
retiring after 31 years as a technical adviser on the Boing Project.
She has two daughters Amy and Kaylee. Both girls have degrees in math and 
science. Amy has a PHD in Biomedicine and is a professor at Tulane University 
and also is involved in research with Cystic Fibroses. 
Lynda moved to Palatka from Seattle Washington after she retired to take care 
of her ailing parents. She met Pat Harder and Pat invited her to our program 
meeting. She enjoyed herself and liked the women and the organization and 
joined on 7-1-2015.

Several months after she joined, our Corresponding Secretary moved out of state and left that position vacant. Lynda 
was asked if she would like to take on that position and she immediately said yes. In 2016 she was asked again if she 
would like to continue in that position and she said she was hoping we would ask her to continue in that role. Once 
again she stepped up to the plate and said she would love to continue as corresponding secretary for 2017.
Lynda also does the Brain Minder Puppet show at a Daycare Center in Palatka. This Christmas, Lynda and several 
of the Pilots gave a Christmas party at the day care center and provided them with presents and treats. The reading 
Collation provided books to the children and they all read the book to the children.
Lynda was selected to be our Ambassador because of all the things she does for Pilot. She is always the first to jump 
in and help wherever it is needed. She is very kind to others and always makes everyone feel comfortable and always 
is the first to make new members feel welcome

Shawnna Ervin has been a Pilot since September of 2014 and has been a rising 
star ever since!
She came on board and after her first year was asked to step up to a leadership 
position and did not hesitate and is currently serving as Recording Secretary.
She also served as a One Year Director last year and would call her Pilots to 
check on them, offer a ride, and just to say hello.
From helping with Pancakes, to running in our 5k, to demonstrating the 
treadmill at our Yard Sale, Shawnna is a great asset to our club and we look 
forward to having her continue to grow with Pilot!
Here are a few snippets of why others nominated her:
- Very easy to work with, very professional in all of her activities and a very 
classy and dependable person.  A true joy!  
- She is a very talented and  friendly and charming to everyone. We appreciate 
everything she does to the Club and to each individual she encounters.



Pilot Club of Naples

Pilot Club of Marianna
The Pilot Club of Marianna, Inc. was pleased to announce Gail Hill 
as Pilot International Club Ambassador.
Gail is a faithful Pilot who has served on the clubs Board of 
Directors as Director and Secretary for several years. She promotes 
and supports Pilot International, the Florida Pilot District and our 
local club and its many activities, faithfully attends meetings and 
gives generously of her time with service to projects, fundraising 
activities and caring for families in need. 
As a retired banker, our club has been the beneficiary of Gail’s keen 
eye for detail in finances and policies and procedures. Gail is always 
looking for new ways to support our mission and be of service in 
our community and spread the good news of Pilot. 
We are very thankful for all Gail does!           

Pilot Club of Naples 2017 Ambassador is Suzan Berg
My name is Suzan Berg.  I am a native Floridian and have lived in Florida 
all of my life.  I am married 39 years to my high school sweetheart.  We 
have 3 grown children and 8 grandchildren.  In September of 2001 I 
had an acquired brain injury.  It took several years to recover to the 
point that I was allowed by my doctors to start a nonprofit, Miracles 
Among Us, Inc.  This organization helps survivors of any type of brain 
injury, their families and friends to understand and live with brain 
injury.  We want people to know there is a life after brain injury.
I met Suzanne Lester and was introduced to Pilot Club.  Pilot Club’s 
mission supports our mission.  I joined Pilot and have really enjoyed 
working at the events, the Brain Minders Puppet Shows and Bike 
Helmet Fittings.  I have made friends that I would never have met.  
Joining Pilot has helped shape my new life.

Treasurer Rosemarie Kirk presenting flowers to 
Suzan Berg, Ambassador (Sweetheart)

Shearer Kennedy was chosen as the Space Coast Pilot Club Ambassador for 
2016-2017. Shearer has been a Pilot since 1993! She has served every position in 
the club more than once and served as Governor for the Florida District. Shearer 
is one of those members that we can always count on to step up to any challenge.
As written by Sherry Anderson “Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re 
worthless, but because they’re priceless”. Shearer is priceless to the Space Coast 
Pilot club and our community.

Space Coast Pilot Club



Dear Pilots:
Members of the Pilot Club of St. Augustine send their heartfelt thanks to all the Pilots of the Florida District who 
showed their support, both financially and with their prayers, to members of our club who suffered such terrible 
losses from Hurricane Matthew.
It has not been easy for the six Pilots who lost so much, and it’s not yet over. Finding a contractor has been a challenge, 
and now, three months after the devastation, the members continue to live one day at a time. Some are living in homes 
which are partially destroyed and making do with microwaves, space heaters or fans, as the weather demands. Others 
have moved a number of times because it’s not easy to find a place to rent. One of our Pilots must commute from 
Jacksonville to St. Augustine because there was no rental property available in the community.
Another stayed with a friend until a condo became available. Unfortunately the condo was rented over the holidays, 
so she moved out for about a week, and now she’s back at the condo awaiting completion of her home. That will most 
likely be another month or so. 
In other words, many are pretty much living out or their cars.
Davis Shores, a really nice neighborhood with many of the homes on the waterfront overlooking Matanzas By, where 
many  of the homes were damaged, looked like a war zone just days after Matthew hit. Now the area is a sea of PODS, 
as residents stored what little furniture they were able to salvage. Most have had to replace everything from appliances 
to furniture. 
The members have or hopefully will receive insurance and FEMA money, but there is so much red tape that it takes 
weeks and sometimes month to receive those checks. And, of course, it will never cover the cost of the damages which 
these homes suffered.
So you can all image how welcome the support has been from the Florida District Pilots.
Again, thank you, and please keep these Pilots in your thoughts and prayers.
With Pilot Love,
Anne Heymen,
St. Augustine Recording Secretary

Hello Pilots,

I hope everyone had a good holiday season.  As usual mine was a bit hectic but 
overall very nice.  The seasons are changing and Spring is right around the corner.  
With Spring comes District Convention and election of new officers for the 2017-
2018 year.  It is not too late to put your name in the hat for a leadership position.  All 
nomination forms are on the Florida District website and are due by February 21st.  
The time for local club officer election is also approaching.  I urge you to consider 
running for an office on the club level or the District level.  Additionally you might 
give thought to attending Pilot International Convention in Las Vegas July 6 – 9, 
2017.  A great way to learn more about Pilot is to attend the conventions and mingle 
with fellow pilots from many areas of the country and international as well.

On a personal note, I want to thank all of you for the cards, messages, phones calls 
and emails during my recent hospitalization. Thankfully, I am feeling better and 

looking forward to getting back to full strength soon.  My family is always amazed by the outpouring of concern that 
my fellow pilots show during the tough times. 

I am looking forward to seeing everyone at District Convention, April 21 – 23rd in Lake Mary and to serving as your 
governor for 2017-2018.  Thanks to all who have accepted an appointee position for the coming year. Your willingness 
to serve is a testament to your commitment to our wonderful organization.  

In Friendship and Service,
Caroline


