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FLORIDA DISTRICT

Dear Florida Pilots,

I hope everyone had a great holiday 
season and are now ready to put your 
Pilot Friendship and Service into high 
gear.  As I write this I am thinking of all 
the things that are coming up in the next 
few weeks.  The PSHF cruise is coming 
quickly and then there is the Anchor 
Convention the first weekend of March.  
If you have never attended an Anchor 
Convention you are truly missing a 
remarkable experience, watching these 

young people take care of their district business and having a lot of 
fun with all the activities.  It is not too late to attend.  

January had several deadlines, I hope you all remembered.  If you 
didn’t make the deadline for the $250.00 per club goal for Grants and 
Scholarships you can still do that and it will count toward Florida being 
a $250.00 District.  Your Pacesetter donation of $10.00 per member 
should have been sent, but again late is better than never.

The deadline for submitting a nomination for District Office is coming 
very soon, February 19th.  All the information and documents can be 
found on the website, pilotflorida.org.   Serving at the District level has 
been a great experience for me and I encourage you to step up and run 
for office.

February is the month to get your registration in for Pilot International 
Convention at the early-bird rate.  Check out the PI website for details.

April 20-22, 2018 are the dates for our District Convention in 
Kissimmee.  This is your chance to help take care of the business of 
the District.  Each club is entitled to 3 delegates and I would love to 
see each club have a full delegation.  Election of officers, passing the 
budget for 2018-2019 and other business will be on the agenda.

Happy Valentine’s 
In Pilot Friendship and Service,
Caroline Fallis, Governor 2017-2018
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“Success has nothing to do with what you gain in life or accomplish for yourself.  It’s 
what you do for others.” … Danny Thomas
February is a month when many celebrate the wonder of love. Many countries have 
various traditions. In Italy, Italians celebrate Valentine’s Day as the Spring Festival 
and there is a much bigger tradition of giving chocolate. The more chocolate, the 
stronger the love. In France, February 14th is considered the best time for a marriage 
proposal.
Have you thought about honoring someone you love through a donation this year? 
Imagine the distance a donation to Pilot International Grants and Scholarships can 
reach! Below is a list of opportunities.
PACESETTER CONTRIBUTIONS are used to raise funds for the Annual Fund. The 
Annual Fund is unrestricted and is used to operate Pilot International with all the 

support activities from which we as members can benefit. All clubs are asked to contribute $10 per active member. 
ScholarShipS:
The Pilot International Founders Fund supports Scholarship Programs to benefit graduate and undergraduate students 
studying for a career in one of Pilot’s chosen areas of service focus – Preparing Youth for Service, Encouraging Brain 
Safety & Health and Supporting those who care for others.

•	 Anchor Achievement Scholarship (Anchors)
•	 Becky Burrows Memorial Scholarship 
•	 Bob King Memorial Scholarship
•	 Marie Newton Sepia Memorial Scholarship
•	 Pilot International Scholarship 
•	 Ruby Newhall Memorial Scholarship (International Students)
•	 The KC Anchor Scholarship (Anchors)
•	 The International Scholarship (International Students)

PIlOT INTERNATIONAl FOUNDERS FUND GRANTS have assisted local Pilot Clubs in their efforts to serve 
and meet the needs of others through an extensive grant program that has disbursed over $1,100,000 since it’s 
inception in 1977.

MATCHING GRANTS are available for: 
•	 Anchors: Youth Development & leadership 
•	 Brain Safety & Fitness 
•	 Caring for Families in Times of Need 

SAFE HARBOR FUND raises emergency funds for individual Pilot members affected by disasters and this year 
we have had many Pilots in need. Funds are generated through the Club’s Ambassador Contributions and Pilot 
members and supporters.

PICK ME UP GRANTS provide additional care and kindness to caregivers, individuals and groups so we can realize 
our vision that all are valued. 

Thank you for everything you continue to do for your fellow Pilots, your communities and Pilot International. 

In Pilot Service,
Elena Lara
2017-2018 Secretary , Pilot International

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE MESSAGE
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It’s hard to believe it’s almost February but with it 26 degrees this morning it did 
give me a clue!
last weekend we had a great mid-year meeting, discussing District Convention 
including workshops, speakers and other fun items, Budgets, PI Convention 
and of course Installation.
Please remember that the deadline for nominations is February 19th so time is 
close.  Don’t miss an excellent opportunity to run for office.  It’s a life changing 
experience. 
Our PSHF Cruise is all set for January 28th with 27 in our group.  We will be 
having lunch with our sister Pilots both in Nassau and Freeport; we are all 
excited about seeing one another again.  This is a fun time and a great Fund 
Raiser for PSHF.

Please remember to bring items such as gift cards, paper goods, copy paper, etc. for our scholarship houses.  They 
always appreciate our gifts.  
I hope to see everyone at District Convention.  We have much business to accomplish with Elections, Budget and 
Installation.  It will be an excellent time for Friendship and Service!
In Pilot love & Service
lynne Stephenson
Florida District Governor Elect

GOVERNOR-ELECTS MESSAGE

As we spent the Martin luther King Jr Holiday weekend working and 
getting things planned for the district, I shared some information from 
a leadership blog that I read entitled:  Eight lessons of leadership from 
Martin luther King Jr and I thought they relate a lot to how we as 
leaders in our community are called to action. 

1) Great leaders do not sugar coat reality.
2) Great leaders engage the heart.
3) Great leaders refuse to accept the status quo.
4) Great leaders create a sense of urgency.
5) Great leaders call people to act in highest accord.

6) Great leaders refuse to settle.
7) Great leaders acknowledge the sacrifice of their followers.
8) Great leaders paint a vivid picture of tomorrow.

I believe as Pilots and leaders, we follow these lessons whether consciously or subconsciously!  I 
have been to a few conferences this month and have enjoyed getting to share with others about 
Pilot and our missions.  May we all continue to lead in our small and big ways as we serve the 
communities we live and work in! 
Beverly Shean
North Region Lt Governor

NORTH REGION
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SECRETARY
Are you ready for District Convention? It will be here before you know it, 
April 20-22, 2018 at the Park Inn by Radisson in Kissimmee. Your District 
Executive Council (DEC) met the weekend of January 12-14 to plan the event. 
There will be a lot going on – voting for new officers, presentations, awards, 1st 
Timers Reception, guest speaker, Memorial Service and more. All the forms 
and information will be posted on our website (www.pilotflorida.org) soon, 
including on-line registration. If you don’t want to submit it online, you could 
complete the form (fillable on line), print it and mail it to Delores Spooner, our 
Treasurer.
Membership Growth Awards will also be presented. The District Secretary 

and Treasurer work together to ensure the information received from the clubs on membership is correct. We find 
discrepancies in the numbers because we both don’t always get the Change in Membership form from your Secretary 
whenever there is a change. Remember, any time a member joins, resigns, passes, changes their address (home and 
email), their phone number or membership status, a Change in Membership form needs to be completed and sent 
to the District Governor, Treasurer, Secretary and Pilot International (PI) Headquarters. And when you have new 
members, you must not only send in the Change in Membership form but the Membership Information form, along 
with the appropriate funds, to the District Treasurer and Pilot International. This information is also given to the 
District Membership Coordinator, who prepares the Growth Awards for District Convention; however, if the District 
Treasurer and PI do not receive the dues for your new club member, that person is not considered a member until 
the dues are received. Bottom line, if the District Treasurer or PI does not receive the funds for a new member, even 
though the forms have been sent in, that person is not a member.
Please send me the names of any of your club member who have been or will be a member for either 25 or 50 years. We 
presented pins at Fall Council so this would be any between November 1, 2017 and June 30, 2018. Governor Caroline 
wants to make sure they are recognized at District Convention.

In Pilot Friendship,
In Pilot Friendship,

Claire 
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Greeting Pilots,  
     Happy New Year Pilots and welcome to 2018!  I am sure by now 

each of you have probably made several New Year resolutions.  
I hope that you included renewing your commitment to the 
mission and goals of Pilot.  I hope that you also included one or 
more of the following: 1. To attend at least one activity sponsored 
by another club in your region, 2. To attend the 2018 Anchor 
Convention, 3. To attend the 2018 District Convention or 4. To 
attend the 2018   Pilot International Convention.  Attending 
conventions are vital to the success of the organization and a 
win-win for all.  This is where you meet other Pilots and share 

ideas, make new friends and share in the decision-making process regarding your District.  Your 
District convention is where the business of the organization is discussed and training for officers 
or future officer is conducted. A good Pilot is a well-informed Pilot. Check the District website for 
information on the above events.
     Since my last letter I completed my official visits with the Pilot Club of Titusville. I was so 
impressed by the timely way their meeting was conducted, in by 12:00 out by 1:00 the way to go! It 
is time for clubs to make nominations for District Officers, due by February 19, 2018. Be sure to poll 
your membership to see if anyone has an interest in one of the positions that is open on the DEC.  
Serving on the District level is an experience that is so rewarding.  
     I am looking forward to seeing each of you at District Convention on April 20-22, 2018 at the 
Park Inn Radisson in Kissimmee, Florida.  I hope that it does not take me five and a half hours to 
get there on this trip, it’s a long story. 
In Friendship and Service
Dorothy C. Moore,
South Region lt Governor 2017-2018

SOUTH REGION

Way to go Florida Pilot Clubs!  I want to congratulate the following clubs for receiving 
grants from Pilot International. Our District was awarded 4 of the 29 grants that were 
given by Pilot International this year.

PILOT CLUB OF TALLAHASSEE
PILOT CLUB OF PENSACOLA
PILOT CLUB OF PALATKA
PILOT CLUB OF FT. PIERCE

I am very proud of you for applying and receiving these grants.  I look forward to 
hearing what wonderful projects these are for. Please share with all of us in the next 
issue of the Governor’s Bulletin/Wave.
Florida Pilots know how to DO MORE, CARE MORE AND BE MORE.
CAROLINE FALLIS
2017-2018 Governor

Grant Recipients
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LEADERSHIP REPORT
“They idea that leadership style should vary according to the situation or 

individuals involved was first suggested almost 100 years ago by Mary Parker 
Follett, one of the earliest management consultants and among the first to 
view an organization as a social system of contingencies”.  Leadership Roles 
and Management Functions in Nursing, Walters Kluwer, 8th edition, 2015.  This 
same publication also states that “A leader is the person who influences and 
guides direction, opinion, and course of action”. 

 So my question is, does this sound like you or a part of your personality? 
Do your thoughts and ideas help influence others? Can you take an idea 
from conception to conclusion? Then you have the makings of a leader. So I 

encourage you to pursue that avenue. You never know where in life it will take you.  

As Pilot International and the Florida District prepare for a new business year and new 
leadership roles, ask yourself if you are ready to move forward for your club or for the Florida 
District?  Can you take the lead in planning, organizing, directing and controlling?  If so, you are 
ready for a new role with your club, the Florida District or Pilot International.  

 Each year less individuals step up to the plate for leadership positions. Other obligations, 
commitments and priorities consume their day to day lives.  However, in the words of a long time 
member of the Pilot Club of Pensacola, Edie Ritz, “we are all busy, get over yourself. We all have 
time for something that is important to us”.  That is how I feel about Pilot, I have priorities in my 
life but Pilot is a priority also. It isn’t an everyday task but it is definitely on my weekly to-do list. 
When I have had a bad day or a bad week my Pilot family fills me with excitement and our causes 
pumps me up to go on for one more day.

 So when you think you are too busy, stretched too tight time wise, maybe re-assessing the 
priorities for you and your family will help discover some quality time you were missing. We 
are all busy but we have time for someone in need.  Remember your local Club and the Florida 
District is a part of your family that is in need of your help.  Please give some of your time and 
talents to being a leader, you might inspire someone else who is watching you. 

 See you all at District Convention in Kissimmee, Florida in April.  

In Pilot Friendship,

Patricia 
 District leadership Coordinator
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AMBASSADORS
Pilot Club of Port of Jacksonville – Ambasador – Nancy 
Carlton 2017-2018
Nancy Carlton became a member of the Pilot Club of 
Port of Jacksonville in 2013. From the very beginning she 
stepped up and did amazing things for our club. She is a 
very caring and compassionate person.
Our club sponsors many projects relating to Brain Disorders 
Nancy has been involved in and has coordinated many of 
our Projects.  She has always said yes to any request the 
club has asked of her.
Our President in 2016 resigned Nancy was our President 
Elect and without missing a beat she stepped into the 
position of President. Our 2016-2017 year was a very 

successful year. She ran two (2) two monthly meetings one our Board Meeting the other our General Membership 
Meeting. Nancy was always prepared with the agenda and was able to keep the club on track and informed of what 
was going on with other clubs and Pilot International.
Nancy continues to do her share and more for our Club.

CLUB	AMBASSADOR	
	
	

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee named Claire 
Mikko as their 2017-2018 Club Ambassador.  
Claire joined the Pilot Club of Orange Park in 
1997 and has been a member of the Pilot Club 
of Tallahassee since 2005.   
 
Through the years, Claire has served in most 
offices, volunteering to help wherever she can.  
She has served as our club Director, secretary, 
president elect and our 2010-2011 President.  
Claire has been the Chair of our Projects/Anchor 
Division for most of the years she has been a 
member of our club.  She is also our club 
Anchor liaison and Deck Chatter (club 
newsletter) publisher.  Claire has also been a 

member of the Florida District Executive Council (DEC) five times, 
serving as secretary and Lt. Governor.  She has been an appointee for 
the District in the positions of Governor’s Bulletin editor, WAVE editor, 
Pilot International Founders Fund (PIFF) representative and Media 
liaison.  Claire also served as the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation 
(PSHF) board secretary for two years.  She is a dedicated member of 
our club, the District and Pilot International. 
	

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee named Claire Mikko as their 2017-2018 Club 
Ambassador. Claire joined the Pilot Club of Orange Park in 1997 and has been a 
member of the Pilot Club of Tallahassee since 2005.
Through the years, Claire has served in most offices, volunteering to help wherever 
she can. She has served as our club Director, secretary, president elect and our 2010-
2011 President. Claire has been the Chair of our Projects/Anchor Division for most of 
the years she has been a member of our club. She is also our club Anchor liaison and 
Deck Chatter (club newsletter) publisher. Claire has also been a member of the Florida 
District Executive Council (DEC) five times, serving as secretary and lt. Governor. 
She has been an appointee for the District in the positions of Governor’s Bulletin 
editor, WAVE editor, Pilot International Founders Fund (PIFF) representative and 
Media liaison. Claire also served as the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation (PSHF) 
board secretary for two years. She is a dedicated member of our club, the District and 
Pilot International.

The Daytona Beach Pilot Club PIFF Ambassador is Peg Dyer who joined 
our club in September 2004. She is a hard worker and works our Home 
Show and Garden Show every day from start to close. She also attends 
our Open Arms meetings where the members give a birthday party for a 
resident and birthday cake to celebrate with them. She is always involved 
in all our activities. Pictured is Peg Dyer with our Club PIFF representative 
Diane lessard.
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Lynda Gunter is the Pilot Club of South Brevard’s Club Ambassador 
for 2017.   Since joining Pilot in July 2016, lynda has become a very 
active and involved member of our club.   She was initially included 
in the Projects Division and when asked to be the coordinator the 
following year, she happily agreed and has been doing a wonderful job.  
She is very conscientious about overseeing this Division and keeps the 
club informed about all the projects coming up.  Recently one of our 
Directors passed away and lynda has agreed to fill that position for the 
duration of the year.  She is part of most every project and event that 
we have including Spa Days, Brainminders presentations, Bake Sales, 
Fashion Show planning and much more.  lynda is a true asset to the 
club and well-deserving of this honor! 

Connie Jones is a talented woman that joined the Space Coast Pilot 
Club in December 2015, in order to serve her community.  She was 
born in Gainesville, Florida where her father was attending University 
of Florida School of Engineering.  She grew up traveling with her family 
in the eastern United States and Western Canada. She graduated 
from West Orange High School in Winter Garden, Florida and from 
Asbury University in Wilmore, Kentucky. Her professional career has 
included full-time Church Ministry, Administrative Assistant and 
teacher of Pottery.    She has shared her talents with the club and is 
currently serving as our recording Secretary (2nd year).  Her volunteer 
hours are impressive and is always looking for more to do.  We are 
proud to have her representing our club.  She is truly living the motto, 
Do More, Be More, Care More

Robin Porta is the 2017-2018 Club Ambassador for the Pilot Club 
of Titusville.  We are so proud of Robin and do not know what we 
would do without her.  Robin came into the club in January 2005.  She 
has served in numerous offices including President....twice!!  She was 
a charter member of Riverview Pilot Club and served as their first 
President as well.  In the Pilot Club of Titusville, she has served in 
numerous appointee positions including Anchors (which she loved 
and was really good at) and is currently serving as Project Coordinator.  
On the District level, she served as Membership Coordinator for 2 
years.  She is always willing to help and if you ask her to do something....
you can guarantee that it will get done.  In addition to being a full time 
Pilot, she also works full time!!  She is married with two children and 
is the proud Gigi to two wonderful grandchildren.  Robin is a True 
Pilot and a True Friend!!!  Congratulations Robin....we love you!!!!
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When Dorothy Moore began to think about her retirement as a teacher 
from Coconut Creek High School, she told a friend and co-worker that 
she needed something to do in her retirement.  The friend replied, why 
don’t you join my Pilot Club? After attending a Share Pilot Meeting and 
hearing the Mission and Goals of Pilot, she was impressed. The ladies of 
the Pilot Club of Ft. lauderdale made sure that she participated in all Pilot 
activities locally. She began to travel to District events, such as Fall Council 
and District Convention and she also started attending Pilot International 
Conventions all over the United States. She found these meetings fun and 
informative.

Dorothy believes in the Mission and goals of Pilot. She is always available 
to help the club with our programs, projects and fund raisers. This year she 
decided to go a step further and stretch herself by accepting the office of 
lt. Governor of the Florida District. She sponsored a wonderful training 
session for the members of the South Region, it was informative, great 
speakers, good workshops and it was well attended. She has encouraged 
us to share Pilot with everyone we come in contact with.

Besides belonging to the Pilot Club of Fort lauderdale and being South Region lt. Governor, Florida District, she 
is a member of First Baptist Piney Grove Baptist Church, Piney Grove Missionary Society, OES Harmony Chapter 
90 and Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.  In her spare time (which hasn’t been a lot this year) she enjoys Arts & Crafts, 
Bowling, Fishing and Pencil Drawing. 

The Pilot Club of Fort Lauderdale is proud to have chosen Dorothy Moore to be the Pilot Ambassador of the 
Year 2017-2018.

Pilot Club of Marianna President Judy Lanier was proud to 
announce Pat Furr as the club’s 2017-2018 Pilot International 
Club Ambassador.  Pat has been a member of the club for 22 years, 
joining in January 1996. She has always been very active in the club 
and has served in numerous positions, multiple times. She has 
served as Director, Secretary, President-Elect and as President for 
4 terms, plus on numerous committees and projects. 
Pat has served the Florida District as lt. Governor (2 terms), 
Chaplain, Election Committee and in 2015-2016 as Co-Chair 
of the Florida District Project, the Zambezi Schoolbook Project. 
During this project, Florida Pilots and Anchors collected around 
30,000 books for school children in Africa. Pat made two trips to a 
warehouse in Atlanta to deliver the books. They were crated, with 
our donation almost filling a crate; then the crates were shipped 
to Africa and distributed to the school children. She is currently 
serving as secretary for the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation.
Pat served as the Marianna High School Anchor Club Advisor for 

12 years, this adventure is something Pat is most proud of and was a very difficult decision to give up in 2017. She 
spent many hours advising, supporting, fundraising, attending conventions and probably some ‘referring’ mixed 
in. She misses the Anchor young ladies very much but has traded them to help with a much younger little lady, her 
granddaughter and is looking forward to retirement, in the near future.
Pat is a very key member of the Pilot Club of Marianna. With her beautiful “white” hair, fun loving spirit and 
gorgeous smile, she brightens up a room when she walks in, plus she’s a hard worker too. 
Congratulations Pat Furr, we love you!!
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Leslie Veiga was selected as the 2017-2018 Pilot Ambassador for 
the Pilot Club of Miami.   She has been a member of the Pilot Club 
of Miami for two years, having joined in 2015 along with her mom, 
Vivian.   leslie’s links to Pilot go back more than 18 years when she 
became a member of the Miami Springs Senior High School Anchor 
Club, and served as the club’s Secretary her senior year in 2002.  She 
credits her involvement in the Anchor Club for shaping her into a 
service-minded person who is always looking for causes to help and 
ways to give back to the community.  
Today, leslie serves as the Secretary for the Pilot Club of Miami and 
editor of the club’s newsletter, The Spokes, which tied for third place 
at the 2017 Florida District Convention.  leslie has been involved in 
planning the club’s annual calendar of events and coordinating service 
projects. She also regularly contributes items to Anchor and Pilot 
collection drives.  
leslie works in Quality Improvement and Administration at a non-
profit Federally Qualified Health Center and Community Mental 
Health Center in Hialeah, Florida.  She is a proud Florida Gator who is 
currently studying to obtain her fourth degree from the University of 
Florida, a Master’s in Business Administration from the Warrington 

College of Business in the South Florida Professional MBA Program. 
leslie is a very valued member of the Pilot Club of Miami.  Her firsthand knowledge of Anchor, her excellent ideas, 
along with her ever-present desire to help others, amongst her many other qualities, are a shining example of what a 
Pilot Club member should aspire to which is why we the members of the Pilot Club of Miami are pleased and proud 
to present leslie as our 2017 – 2018 Pilot Ambassador for the Pilot Club of Miami.

It is with great pleasure that the Pilot Club of Pensacola introduces 
Linda Petty as our club Ambassador. Ms. linda Petty is a beautiful 
person in all manners of speaking and possesses a heart of gold.  linda 
joined Pilot International and the Pilot Club of Pensacola in 1993 at the 
invitation of long time club member and Ms. Petty’s aunt, Edie Ritz. Edie 
always encouraged linda to join Pilot and its causes but as we have all said 
at one time or another “I am too busy right now”.  Aunt Edie’s response 
was “we are all busy linda, get over yourself. You always make time for 
what is important to you” and important it became to linda Petty. A true 
Ambassador and Pilot by every description in the book. Her loyalty to 
Pilot and what it stands for has never been questioned. She is always flying 
the banner of Pilot for all to see, she promotes the club and the message of 
PI (Pilot International) as a badge of honor. Truly her blood runs Green, 

Gold and Blue.
linda Petty has served on the Pensacola board as Director, President Elect and President on two separate occasions. 

She has served as Chairperson or Co-Chair of every division and every project since she joined the club. Everything 
she does for Pilot is done with 110% attention to detail. True dedication is an admiring trait. This dedication began 
in childhood and continues to grow today. She has brought two of her closest childhood friends into Pilot and has a 
treasure chest of friends too many to count, but they are all near and dear to her heart.

True Pilot members like linda Petty are the reason the Pilot Club of Pensacola is 90 years old this year.  As our 
motto states “in friendship and service” first focus on friendship. Pilot Club of Pensacola you have chosen well this 
year for a club representative. let us all toast to this year’s Ambassador, linda Petty. Job well done!!
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The Pilot Club of Quincy is proud to honor Janene Anderson as 
their 2017 Ambassador.  Janene has been a member of the Pilot 
Club of Quincy since 1999.  She has served in many positions 
including currently serving as President for the 3rd time.  She is 
always a hard worker in whatever the club is doing.  Janene loves 
to attend the PI conventions as well as our District functions and 
Anchor Convention.  She can be counted on to do whatever needs 
doing and you can be sure if she says she will do something it will 
get done.
Janene and husband, Robert, are the proud parents of three 
daughters.  She is very involved with school activities and a member 
of the Quincy Garden Club.  Her youngest daughter, Emily, a high 
school junior, is currently serving as the Florida District Anchor 
Secretary.  Middle daughter, Victoria, will be graduating from Santa 
Fe college in the Spring.  The eldest daughter, Erin, was married on 
January 27th.  Janene is very devoted to her girls and Pilot.  
Congratulations to Janene, we love you.

From: Ronterious Green rontre1977@me.com
Subject:

Date: February 2, 2018 at 12:20 PM
To: falliscp45@gmail.com

Pilot Club of Jacksonville Ambassador, Yvonne Bulluck joined Pilot in 2014 
& hit the ground running. She has served on the Executive Board & has been 
Projects Division Coordinator for several years. She has a delightful sense of 
humor & is willing to lend a hand with whatever is going on in the Club. She is 
sensitive & a true friend to all. We are proud to name her as our 2017-2018 Pilot 
Ambassador.

The Pilot Club of Panama City is proud to name Norma Hubbard as 
their 2017-18 Ambassador. Norma is a wonderful Pilot and embodies 
the meaning of Sweetheart and Ambassador.   She is a well seasoned 
Pilot and has led an interesting life.  At one point in her life, she had a 
disabling disease that left her unable to use her legs and arms and yet she 
recovered and went on to write several books.  From being a wonderful 
dancer to now a fabulous storyteller, Norma has accomplished many 
things in our community.  Not only is she a renowned historian, she was 
also able to get a Vietnam Memorial set up in our area many years back 
and this year she participated in a Wreaths Across America program 
this year in conjunction with it. 
Throughout her community involvement, Norma continues to be a 
wonderful Pilot member, serving and supporting her club not only in 
action, but in spirit.  She continues to be a leader for our members to 
look up to and all appreciate her smiles and stories!

Vice President Shawnna Ervin, Norma Hubbard 
and Sally Bricefield, Membership Chair
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Pilot Club of Panama City

The Pilot Club of Panama City recently held its 19th luminaries of love event in 
downtown Panama City in conjunction with the lighting of the Christmas tree on 

the Marina.  luminaries were lit in “Memory of ” or in “Honor of ” loved ones.  Anchor clubs from Arnold 
and Bay high schools were there to set up the luminaries and light them.  A memory walk highlighted the 
event while Tia Barker Smith with Holy Hill Baptist Church sang.  Anchor sponsors Jan Hurst from Arnold 
and leanne laird from Bay accompanied the Anchors.

luminaries along the fountain at 
Gateway Park in Panama City

Anchor club members from Arnold and Bay high schools, along 
with Ann Mills, president of the Pilot Club of Panama City and 
Barbara Prentiss, co-coordinator of Youth Division.

Luminaries of Love

Pilot Club of Panama City Ends 2017 With Two Projects.
Members participated in Wreaths Across America at 
Kent-Forest lawn Cemetery in Panama City.  More than 
1.5 million wreaths were laid at the graves of veterans 
across America including Arlington National Cemetery. 
Wreaths are donated by a company in Maine to show 
their appreciation for those who have served our country.

left to right:  Sandy Ingram, Pilot Club, Shirley 
Sweet, Pilot Club, Hospice nurses, Susie Bunch, 
Pilot Club, and Angela Mayer, Pilot Club

left to right: Ann Mills, president, Barbara Prentiss, 
Angela Mayer, Shawnna Ervin & Susie Bunch

Club members visited the Hospice Unit 
at Bay Medical Sacred Heart Hospital 
bringing a pick-me-up basket filled with 
holiday goodies for the nursing staff.  
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Pilot Club of Crystal River

left to Right:  Adelaide Pickett, Sandy levin President 
& Sponsor, Trudy Mcleod new member, Mary Ann 
Ceparano Membership Chair

The Pilot Club of Crystal River is proud to announce 
our new member Trudy Mcleod that joined us in 
November was initiated into the club at our January 
meeting at the Plantation. Trudy was sponsored by our 
President, Sandy levin. Trudy has already participated 
with us at Whooville selling beer and wine. Trudy is 
excited about being a member and sharing what our 
Club does in our community. Thank you Trudy for 
joining our Pilot Family.
The Pilot Club of Crystal River has been a part of our 
community since 1978. Our main causes are youth 
Development & leadership, Brain Safety & Fitness and 
Caring for Families in Times of Need. The Pilot Club 
of Crystal River is a 501(c)(3) Organization and is part 
of Pilot International.  We meet once a month at the 
Plantation on the third Tuesday of each month, if you are 
interested in joining or finding out more information, 
please contact Mary Ann Ceparano at 352.228.1684 or 
maryanncep@gmail.com.

The Pilot Club of Crystal River participated 
in the Whooville in December in Downtown 
Crystal River. We sold beer and wine at the event. 
The funds raised at this event will be used next 
year for our Projects efforts in our community.  
Our proceeds benefit K-9 Warriors, Jessie’s 
Place, Alzheimer’s Family Organization, 2 High 
School Scholarship Awards at Crystal River High 
School, Wreaths Across America, Autism Group, 
Blessings in Citrus County and many more. We 
are honored to be a part of this community and 
thank everyone who stopped by our tent as each 
of you help us to contribute to our community 
each year.  This year we had a donation jar set 
up for your change that would benefit Find M’ 
Friends organization and we collected $213 at 
the event which will be presented to them.

“Whoville” Festivities in Crystal River
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Pilot Club of St Augustine

Florida District Governor Caroline Fallis braved the elements January 3 when she 
made a snowy trip from her Quincy, FL home to St. Augustine for an official visit 
and to initiate two members who returned to the Pilot Club of St. Augustine. A 
usual 3 1/2-hour trip took Caroline 5 1/2 hours due to the freezing temperatures 

and icy conditions which caused the closing of 
Interstate 10, but like the U.S. Mail neither sleet, 
nor snow nor dark of night kept Caroline from  
her appointed round!
Welcomed back into the St. Augustine club were 
Kay David and Elsie Evans. Kay was sponsored by 
Rayma Thomas; and Elsie by Lynne Stephenson, 
governor-elect of the Florida District.

Pictured from left: Lynne Stephenson, Elsie Evans,
Rayma Thomas, Kay David, Caroline Fallis and

Sara Hetherington, president of the St. Augustine club.

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee had a busy December. 
They volunteered at the Salvation Army Sharing Tree 
with the Anchors from Chiles and leon High Schools. 

Mallory and Claire worked at the Salvation Army 
staging area, sorting and bagging items for the 
Angel Tree recipients. 

Pilot Club of Tallahassee
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Pilot Club of Tallahassee

Carol, Claire and Charlotte volunteered at the 
Honor Flight reunion – setting up the room, 
serving dinner, selling t-shirts, registering 
veterans for the on-line newsletter, and cleaning 
up when the event ended.

Carol, Barb and Claire volunteered to fit 
and distribute bicycle helmets at the two 
Soul Santa events.  The organization had 
two bicycle raffles and once the bicycles 
were claimed, they fit the winners with a 
helmet.  lots of excitement!

They also made 100 snack bags for the Gretchen Everhart School Winter dance attendees; collected baby shower 
items for the Children’s Home Society;  volunteered at the WFSU public radio pledge drive; and still had time to have 
their annual Christmas Party.  It was a busy month
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Pilot Club of South Brevard

Congratulations Mary Jane McMillen our Past Florida District Governor.  Mary Jane is a 
member of the World Organization of China Painters (similar to Pilot International).  
On Friday January 19, 2018 Mary Jane was installed as the President of the Florida World 
Organization of China Painters.  The Florida World Organization of China Painters (similar 
to the Pilot Florida District) currently has 286 members.
She is very talented and makes such beautiful creations.  Her painted china items are 
treasures to behold.
The Pilot Club of South Brevard is so proud of Mary Jane and happy to have her as one of 
our club members.

The Pilot Club of South Brevard had a wonderful program at the Martin luther King library in Melbourne on 
December 19th with many Pilots and children in attendance. Our Brainminder Buddies program was well received 
and we had four excited winners of new bikes that were raffled off. The bicycle safety guru, Kim Smith, was there 
to talk with the children about bike safety and show them a short, but very effective film. The retired teachers 
gave each child a book with a stuffed animal that related to the book they chose. All the children received a 
Brainminders coloring book, crayons and a book about bicycle safety. It was a very successful program with smiles 
all around. We thank all the Pilots for helping to make it happen!
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FLORIDA DISTRICT

hello pilots,
if you are looking for something to do during the month of February look no further. Space coast pilot 
club is having a Mardi Gras Style Bunco Friday, February 23 at the Days inn in Titusville and The pilot 
club of South Brevard is having their annual fashion show Saturday, February 24 at the hilton rialto 
place. if you are interested in helping support either of these fundraisers mark your calendars.



18

Pilot Club of Titusville held an ice cream float party for the clients at Brevard Alzheimer’s 
Foundation in Titusville on Tuesday, December 12th. They also served snacks and 
Christmas cookies. A good time was had by all.

Pilot Club of Titusville

Pilot Club of Titusville participated in Wreaths Across America at the Brevard County Veterans 
Cemetery in Titusville on Saturday, December 16th. Members laid wreaths upon our fallen soldiers 
graves. The club was humbled and honored to be able to attend this very touching ceremony.

L-R Robin Porta, Carol Pedersen, 
Ruby Myers and Billie Jo Strickland.

L-R Laura Wagner, Lily Renzetti, President Dianne Patterson, 
South Central Region Lt. Governor Jonda Erwin, Billie Jo 
Strickland, Robin Porta, Carol Pedersen and Kat Lowry
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Pilot Club of Fort Pierce
The Pilot Club of Fort Pierce Florida was very busy during the month of December. We 
helped out in the community during Christmas time spreading Christmas cheer by helping 
at Sabal Palm Plaza, Fort Pierce with helping children in the neighborhood taking pictures 
with Santa Claus and the holiday baking sale. We also donated a number of Christmas 
present to a local nursing home in our area for the residents residing there. We also played 

a round of Bingo at a local resident called “Tin Roof ”, where we raised $700 to go toward our local charities  in the 
community.  

Member Barbara Keck (Ms. Santa Claus),  
getting a picture with Santa Claus

Members left to right: Janis Smith, Barbara 
Keck, Tena Sigmon, spreading holiday cheer 
during our Ms Santa Claus bake sale.

Members : on the left side: Tena 
Sigmon, Adele lowe, Susan 
Scherer delivering presents to 
one of our local nursing home 
for the residents who live there.

Pilot club members enjoying 
playing bingo at Tin Roof 

Restaurant in Fort Pierce Florida

Around the table from left to right: Irene 
Wood(President), Janis Smith(secretary), Dee 
Scanlon, Susan Scherer, Tena Sigmon(President 
Elect), Sue Noll(former pilot member), Adele 
lowe(Director), Barbara Keck(Director).
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At our January program meeting on January 25th, 2018 we had a couple of guest speakers about a program in our area 
called Grace Packs.  The mission and joy of Grace Packs Inc. is to provide weekly weekend food for students who lack 
an ample food supply, relieving the burden many of these children endure by being hungry. Their goal is to furnish 
breakfast, lunch, dinner and snack items at the end of the each school week to students who may be suffering from 
food insecurity.  For more information go to www.gracepacks.org.

Guest speaker from Grace Packs :
Diana Stokes, who also works at Dale Cassens 
School, which is a special needs school in our area.

Guest speaker from Grace Packs:
laura Klosterman explaining to us what Grace 
Packs is and how they help students in our local 
schools.

Program Meeting about Grace Packs, Inc.

Sample of the weekend supply of food from Grace Packs.

Pilot Club of Fort Pierce
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Pilot Club of Pensacola
celebrating 90 years of friendship and service

pensacola pilot club members are still serving through the holidays
Yes it is our birthday and we are 90 years strong!!  

The holidays were in full swing as were the ladies of Pilot who were busy making the holidays 
merry for others in the Pensacola area.  Members volunteered their time to wrap gifts at Barnes and 
Noble for tips that were given to RIF “Reading is Fundamental”.  This volunteer group visits four 
elementary schools during the year, giving each student opportunities to choose 3 books. These 
events give some young children their first and sometimes only books. Then we moved on to a 
club favorite Salvation Army “Ringing the Bells”.  As cold as it was this year during the holidays, a 
very dedicated group of ladies, Kathie Skoglund, Sue levin, Joyce Blackwelder, lynne Pinder, Toni 
Fabriani, linda Petty Pam Glover, Dottie Simms, linda Moody, Kathy DeMaria, her mother Judy 
Kies and Howard Johnson, club president endured the weather, smiled those beautiful smiles and 
rang those bells. 

Moving back to the adult world we can now focus on the individuals that the Pensacola club 
members holds dear to their hearts, the residents of ARC Gateway.  Our club was given the names 
of 8 individuals who were in need of our special attention. These individuals have no living family 
members in the area and would not share the joys of opening a package like some of their friends 
and / or roommates. So with full participation of the club members each ARC individual received 
six needed or requested gifts as well as a homemade stocking filled with surprises. ARC Gateway 
has provided services to the community for over 50 years. So now that we have shared the gifts, it 
is time to feed these wonderful folks and everyone enjoyed a homemade ham dinner and desserts. 
Full tummies, full stockings and full hearts what a fabulous way to share the holidays along with 
the friendship and service of Pilot.  Dottie Simms, linda Moody, lynne Pinder, Joyce Blackwelder, 
Shirley Jacques, Kathie Skoglund, linda Petty and Betty Petree assisted with the Christmas party.  
The season would not be complete with helping the local food bank.  This month Pilots collected 
forty-six pounds of food and $295.00 cash for Manna Food Bank, and this is only December!!

Then our precious members took a well-deserved break and celebrated together at the Pensacola 
Yacht Club for their annual Christmas party. The membership played games, shared memories, 
secret pal gifts were handed out and dinner was served. A splendid time was had by all in attendance.

As January came into play it became time to fill some back packs for a very important cause. 
Gulf Coast Kids House is a children’s advocacy center which provides a safe place where child 
protective services for abused children are combined under one child-friendly facility. Pilots filled 
9 back packs with toiletries, books, games and surprises to help the Kids House ease the trauma of 
the small members in our community who often have to leave everything behind. 

OMG there’s more!! As we come to the end of January the Pensacola Pilots are on a mission 
to get books out in the area schools.  Reading is Fundamental made its second book distribution 
and Pilot members, Joyce Blackwelder, linda Petty, Kathie Skoglund, Toni Fabriani,  linda Moody, 
Dorothy Eichelber and her co-pilot John (both former educators) helped Escambia Retired Teachers 
Association further their mission of giving books to young children to help grow their minds and 
imaginations.  

I can only imagine what February will bring but I do know that we are preparing for our 38th 
annual Pancake Festival, and just to let you all in on a well-kept secret. Pilot Club of Pensacola is 
90 years young this year!!
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Pilot Club of Pensacola Celebrating during the Holidays
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“Where it’s Fun Art, not Fine Art” 

Pilots Are You Ready to 
PAINT & PARTY 

Sunday, February 25th, 6:00 PM- 8:30 PM 
154 W. Granada Blvd. Ormond Beach 

Located in the Pink Building next to Dunn’s Attic. 
Cost is $37.10 

RSVP:  Paula Lobnitz, cell 386-235-6877 by 2/21 
Email: plobnitz@att.net 

Pilot Club of Halifax Area

Pilot Club of Zephyrhills

Top Dog Recognition Program
About 25 years  ago, the Pilot Club of Zephyrhills 
decided to develop a recognition program for 
Stewart Middle School. Since the mascot of the 
school was a bulldog, we called our program 
“TopDog”. The school is divided into teams, all 
with dog names like Clemson Canines, Duke 
Dogs etc. Quarterly, teachers of each team select 
a student as their teams’ outstanding student. 
Although academics are important, an emphasis 
on leadership and being a good role model is also 
considered. The students are treated to Hungry 
Howie’s for lunch on a school day and receive 
a certificate as well as a gold dog tag. Lunch is 
attended by Pilots ad parents.
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Riverview Pilot Club
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Pilot Happenings in Naples by the 
Pilot Club of Naples

adopt a road is a community 
service project. . .

pilot members rosemarie Kirk, 
pauline Mansour and Sue lester 
cleaned the stretch of road adopted 
by the pilot club of Naples. 

pilot club of Naples president Joan hurd at the 
Veteran’s Expo. With over 75 booths offering goods 
and services to veterans and their families, pilot 
members paulette and co-pilot Gary Dickerson, 
Sue lester fitted bike helmets. 

Veteran’s Expo
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Peanuts anyone? 

The Planter’s Mr. Peanut’s Nutmobile 
came to pass out packets of peanuts at the 
Pilot Holiday 5K Run.  Greeted by Mrs. 
Claus and Santa are the Peanutters;  Zach 
Esparza, Tanaja Williams and Dakota 
Connell-ledwon.

Gresham Kite Pilot Scholarship House residents were helpful volunteers at the 5K. Tatianna and Ariana enjoyed the 
hot coffee on the cold morning.  Also, working the event were, Julianna Cooper, Madyson Stephenson and Braylen 
Warwick Dixon.

Runners of all ages and from as far away as Germany competed.     Margaret Wadman, medal winner from England

Fundraising with the 
Pilot Club of Naples



28

Pilot Club of Naples Pilot Scholarship House Foundation news
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Deadline for the next Governor’s Bulletin/WAVE is March 30.


