
Dear Pilots,

Our Pilot year is coming to a close and I have to admit I’m 
just a little sad.  It has been a wonderful and sometimes 
challenging year as your Governor, I wouldn’t trade 
the friendship and the experience for anything! The 
Florida District makes me very proud to be part of this 
organization. Thank you to each Pilot in this District 
because you make our star shine!

Speaking of which – What a wonderful parting gift!

Governor’s Bulletin

Florida District 
Officers

Debbie Thompson
Governor
pilot Club of the space Coast
poolplayer2072@gmail.com

Caroline Fallis
Governor-elect
pilot Club of Quincy
falliscp45@gmail.com

JonDa erwin
secretary
pilot Club of Titusville
jerwin_pilot@yahoo.com

Delores spooner
Treasurer
pilot Club of Quincy
despooner@hughes.net

Claire mikko
lt. Governor north
pilot Club of Tallahassee
bikndon@comcast.net

leslie Coleman
lt. Governor north Central
pilot Club of st. augustine
leslie.coleman@comcast.net

peGGy breTz
lt. Governor south Central
pilot Club of south brevard
mbretz@cfl.rr.com

May 2017

FLORIDA DISTRICT

We had a most excellent convention, didn’t we?! You passed the budget, changed some of 
the Standing Rules and elected a new board for the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation 
as well as your District Officers for 2017-2018. Thanks for your interest, participation and 
friendship. These documents will be posted on our website as soon as they’ve been updated.

Congratulations to the new District Executive Council: Governor Caroline Fallis, Governor 
Elect Lynne Stephenson, Secretary Claire Mikko, Treasurer Delores Spooner, Lt Governor 
Beverly Shean, Lt Governor Leslie Coleman, Lt Governor Jonda Erwin and Lt Governor 
Dorothy Moore. I wish you a most successful year.

Congratulations to the new PSHF Board: President Virginia Bundy, President Elect Sandy 
Ingram, Secretary, Treasurer Barbara McKenzie, and Directors Suzanne Lester, Lynn 
Vasicek and Jo Spangler. I’m sure you will have a wonderful year.

I hope that in the future more of you will consider a position within the District Leadership 
team, from appointees to committees to members of the Executive Council; there is a place 
just for you.  It is a very rewarding experience and one that you will treasurer.  

“The brightest stars are those that shine for the benefit of others”
In Pilot Friendship and Service,

Debbie Thompson, Governor



 Can you believe it is May?  As you wind up your 2016-2017 Pilot year and make 
plans for the new year, reflect upon your many successes.  Consider what worked and 
add new ideas for service projects, fundraisers, recruiting and retaining members, and 
increasing revenue for your club, district and Pilot International.  We, the members, are 
what make Pilot great.  Let’s continue to grow by following our motto. “Do More. Care 
More. Be More.”

In 2013 Pilot International started the Pick Me Up (PMU) initiative for family caregivers.  It has been a great 
success.  What is a Pick Me Up?  Pilots uplift and show their appreciation to caregivers by providing needed 
services and small gifts.  Pick Me Ups touch caregivers around the world, create visibility for Pilot International and 
the caregiver(s), and help our organization grow.  Who is a caregiver?  Caregivers are people in our communities 
who provide services to others in their time of need.  Pilot wishes to recognize their selfless contributions.  What 
are Pick Me Up gifts?  The Pick Me Up should be determined by the recipient’s needs and interests and should be 
beneficial.  Your club will determine the type of Pick Me Up to deliver.  The gifts can be big or small.  Include the 
Pick Me Up Logos which can be found on the Pilot International website along with your club information.  Use 
Pick Me Ups as a program to help your club grow.  

Many clubs have taken advantage of the Pick Me Up Grant to help with funds so they can show their appreciation 
to caregivers in the community.  Grants for up to $200 are awarded four times a year.  The application submission 
deadlines are September 15, December 15, March 15 and June 15.  When applying, please give Pilot International 
time to process the request.  Set your delivery date at least 30 days after the submission deadline.  The application 
and scoring criteria for the Pick Me Up Grant can be found on the Pilot International website on the home page 
under “Supporting Those Who Care For Others”.  If submitting by the next application deadline, be sure to submit 
by June 15.  The caregivers in your community will appreciate the recognition.

Thank you for making 2016-2017 an outstanding Pilot year.  I hope you are making plans to attend the Pilot 
International Convention and Leadership Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada, July 6 through July 9, 2017.  You do 
not want to miss it.  It is going to be amazing!

Peggy Benton
ECR

Executive Council Representative Message



Pilots,

We are coming to the close of another fantastic year for the Florida District and 
anticipating the coming year.  This year has been an exciting time for me getting 
prepared to take the reins as governor for 2017-2018.  When I think back over the 
past governors and their terms I realize I have some really big shoes to fill and 
lots of traditions to live up to, but I know I have the support of all the pilots in the 
district so the task doesn’t seem quite so big.  Thank you to all the pilots attending 
the district convention and taking care of the business of our organization in such 
a businesslike manner.  There were several amendments to the standing rules and 
these will be posted on the web-site as of July 1 2017.  A huge thank you to all of 

the wonderful pilots who helped make my installation so special for me.  The North region clubs put together 
the goodie bags and the Tallahassee and Marianna clubs served as host clubs.  The Quincy group again handled 
registration and a lot of other decorating as well as hosting the reception.  What would we do if we did not have 
our pilot friends to help us and support us in all of our endeavors.

I hope many of you will be heading to Las Vegas for the Pilot International Convention and Anchor Leadership 
Summit in July 6-9, 2017.  Your District Executive Committee will be attending the Council of Leaders and 
hopefully bringing back some new ideas for helping us grow. Among the new things PI will be updating us on are 
the newly enhanced Brain Minders programs.  

Just a few reminders:  dues should be paid prior to June 30th to both PI and the Florida District as well as the Pilot 
Scholarship House Foundation; articles for the next issue of the Governors Bulletin/Wave are due to Kim Mayo 
by July 15th; and a membership change form should be submitted for changes in membership such as resignations, 
deaths, address changes and most importantly new members.  Information on who to send these to can be found on 
the Florida District  web-site (many are in a writable format).  Plans are for the Web-site to be updated with all the 
information for the 2017-2018 year on July 1st.  We are planning to establish a district calendar of events so send 
your dates and information to 2017-2018 Secretary, Claire Mikko as soon as possible to get this up and running.

Remember the DEC is available to help you with any questions that may come up.  We want to truly make 
Friendship the HEART of Pilot and communication a top priority this year.  If you don’t make it to Las Vegas plan 
be see us in Melbourne for Fall Council October 27-29, 2017.

In Pilot Friendship,
Caroline Fallis, Governor- Elect

Governor-Elects Message



SOUTH CENTRAL REGION
It has been my pleasure to have been your Lt. Governor these past two years.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed my visits to your club meetings and to your many events.  I 
especially enjoyed meeting the Pilots members of each club.  In the past, I had met 
many of you at the District Conventions and Fall Councils, but coming to your clubs 
and events gave me the opportunity to get to know you so much better.  I cherish the 
friendships that I have made.

It is my hope to continue to be able to support each club in the future by attending as 
many of your events as I can. 

Submitted by
Peggy Bretz
South Central Region Lt. Governor 2016-2017

Sign donated by Howard Rinker, Pilot Club of  DeFuniak Springs

Thanks to the North Region, Florida District Pilot International, for letting me serve as your Lt. Governor.  
Last month I wrote, in the Governor’s Bulletin/Wave, about the projects and fundraisers each of the North 
Region clubs were involved with.  While the clubs are unfortunately small, they are MIGHTY.  I know 
they will continue to let their stars shine in the coming year with Lt. Governor Beverly Shean, Pilot Club of 
Panama City.  It was my pleasure to be your Lt. Governor. 

Claire

NORTH REGION

 



TREASURER’S REPORT

Hello, Pilots.  The last time I wrote, we were beginning a new year.  Now we are almost 
at the end of that year.  Where has the time gone?  I know it has been a productive year 
for all of the clubs because I have heard of the many, many service projects, Pick Me 
Ups, Fund Raisers, and all the while making time to invite and bring in new members.  
We have, of course, also enjoyed our many friendships during this busy time.  It always 
amazes me how we manage to accomplish so much community service, even though 
some Clubs are functioning with fewer members.  The Pilot Organization consists of 
truly dedicated, hardworking men and women and I am so proud to be a part of this 
great group of people!

As your Treasurer, I want everyone to know how much I appreciate your cooperation, 
patience and assistance during the past year.  I look forward to serving a second year 

in this position.  I believe we have another very capable and productive District Executive Council (DEC), as we 
follow our new Governor through the 2017-2018 year. Again, do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of assistance in 
anyway. 

I am looking forward to PI Convention in Las Vegas.  It will be a time of fellowship with Pilots from all over the 
world, as well as learning what Pilot International plans for the upcoming year.  Hope to see you there!

Congratulations on a productive and gratifying year and may God Bless us as we begin a new year!

 LEADERSHIP REPORT 
MAY 2017

To be an effective leader communication is key trait.  In any organization, knowledge is power, and great leaders ensure 
that every employee and members in an organization, from the very top to the very bottom of the organizational chart, is 
provided with complete and up-to-date information about the organization’s goal, performance, successes and failures.  
To achieve this level of connection, you should also provide ample channels for two-way communication between club 
members and leaders, actively soliciting their ideas for improvement and rewarding members for submitting them.  
Give an incentive of sorts!

Being perceptive can also help a leader be more effective in knowing the needs of the group.  Some value trust over 
creativity; others prefer a clear communicator to a great organizer.  Building a strong club is easier when you know the 
values and goals of the individual, as well as what they need from you as their leader.

As we prepare for another year to come, be sure to participate in the Plans of Works and voice your concerns to your 
new leadership to ensure your clubs growth over this year.  

It has been a privilege to serve the Pilot Florida District and its members this past year.

Gail Pender, Leadership Appointee



•	 Florida District Secretary as 7/1/17 (2017-2018) – Claire Mikko, 1993      
 Vineland Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32317, bikndon@comcast.net
•	 Create a roster.  Send with membership forms.

•	 Forms can be found on the Florida District website - http://pilotflorida.org under the PI Resources tab.
•	 For New Members: Please send both the “Membership Information” form and the “Notification of 

Change in Membership Information” form to the Florida District Secretary.  Some clubs send copies of 
the checks to the Florida District Secretary… this is optional but helpful.  The Club Secretary sends the 
“Notification of Change of Membership Information” form to Delores Spooner, Florida District Treasurer, 
899 Faceville Attapulgus Road, Attapulgus, GA 39815 with the District dues and also to Membership 
Records Department, Pilot International, 102 Preston Court, Macon, GA   31210-5768 with the 
International dues.  Forms are due 1 week after new member is initiated.  The Florida District Secretary 
has to confirm with the Florida District Treasurer that the dues have been received.

•	 On the website, the “Notification of Change in Membership Information” form is a writeable form.  You 
can save to your hard drive or type/print from the website.

•	 Please include area codes with the phone numbers.
•	 If you are handwriting the form, please write legibly.
•	 List only one name for the sponsoring Pilot.  The Membership Chair uses this information to award Club 

Builder pins at Fall Council and District Convention.
•	 Report all changes, (phone, email, name, resignations, deaths, transfers, reinstatements, etc.) so that the 

roster can be maintained and current.
•	 The Florida District is not notified when you make a change in Portalbuzz….you still have to complete 

the forms and send to the Florida District Secretary.
•	 Always send a copy to the Governor…Caroline Fallis, 3633 Mt Pleasant Road,  Quincy, FL   32352, 

falliscp45@gmail.com.

SECRETARY WORKSHOP
DISTRICT CONVENTION

APRIL 21-23, 2017

What a wonderful time we had at the District Convention in Lake Mary, if you did not 
attend you missed a great weekend. Pilot International Convention will be in Las Vegas 
July 6-9; it will be another great time of friendship and learning I encourage everyone to 
attend.
I have so enjoyed seeing all the North Central Clubs this past year and look forward to 
seeing more of all the wonderful Projects, Programs and Members again this year. I’m 
stilling working on the details for the Region workshop which is tentatively set for last 
July or early August in Palatka. I am also trying to have a “Founded in Friendship” day at 

the Pavilion near the Williams House before Fall classes start. I will be reaching out to the Pilots Clubs of Gainesville 
and Palatka for help in scheduling and hosting

NORTH CENTRAL  REGION



The Pilot Scholarship House Foundation is ending another productive year with the  “Desks For Success 
Campaign” bringing in generous donations from our pilots, and even some anchor clubs. We have been able 
to  provide desks for the Mary Ellen Thomas House at  UF, the Williams Pilot Scholarship House  at UF and 
the Laverne Weddle Pilot House  at FSU.  But…..We are not stopping there.  We are ordering chairs to go 
along with the  desks.  With the help of the Southern Scholarship Foundation we are able to do maintenance, 
painting and upgrading this summer so the houses will be ready for the fall semester.

We would like to say Thank You to the outgoing Pilot Scholarship House Officers  for 2016-2017, Joan Midgett, 
President,  Shearer Kennedy, Secretary, Charlotte Endenfield, Treasurer and welcome our 2017-2018 officers 
as follows:

President  Virginia Bunde
President Elect  Sandy Ingram 
Secretary Pat Furr
Treasurer Barbara McKenzie
Directors Susanne Lester 2015-2018
 Joan Spangler  2017-2018
  Lynn Vasicek – 2017-2020
Past President  Joan Midgett  - 2017-2019
Dec Representative  Lynn Stephenson                 

PSHF NEWS



What a great time we had at District Convention last month in Lake Mary!  As always, it was a 
pleasure catching up with Pilots from all over our state. 

Many clubs and members were recognized at Convention. Growth awards are as followed:

Net Gain Award

1st Place – Riverview (gained 10 new members)
2nd Place – Space Coast (gained 4 new members)
3rd Place – Crystal River (gained 2 new members)
                    Miami – (gained 2 new members)
                    Ocala – (gained 2 new members)

% of Net Gain Award

1st Place – Riverview (25.64%)
2nd Place – Space Coast (20.00%)
3rd Place – Tallahassee (12.50%)

Members who recruited 2 or more new members are as follows:

Crystal River member Stephanie Price – 2 new members

Gulf to Lakes member Maria Ewing – 2 new members

Miami member Kathleen Doyle – 3 new members

Riverview members Kelley Broome and Lanelle Netherton 2 new members each

Congratulations to all clubs and members. Good Job Pilots!

It has been an honor to serve as your District Membership Chair for these last two years. I 
truly enjoyed it. I was able to make new Pilot friends through this journey. Thank you Governor 
Mary Jane McMillen and our current Governor Debbie Thompson for this great opportunity.  I 
wish you all the best of luck while you are working on your Plans of Work and your Budget for 
this coming Pilot year. I know Pilots will do great things! As always, Pilots Do More, Care More 
and Be More.

Robin Porta

MEMBERSHIP REPORT



CHAPLAIN’S 
CORNER

Happy Spring Pilots!

I do so love the springtime. Even in Florida, spring signifies a time of renewal and growth. As 
Pilots, I believe it is we who help to keep the High Watch in our society in order to assist others 
on their paths. We have a constant plan of renewal and lots of energy behind us in order to do it.  
We have all been taught to put others’ needs before our own. It is a wonderful thing to do until, 
we can’t.  We simply come to a place in our lives where we cannot do unto others because well, 
we have done so much, that we have run out of energy.
In the past six years, I have taken courses in *Energy Healing. Healing of the energetic body takes 
many different shapes. Some of the more well known aspects of this are Therapeutic Massage, 
Acupuncture and Chiropractic Manipulation. Along with a nutritionally balanced diet, we find 
ourselves healthier and more aware of our well-being. In addition to these afore mentioned 
modalities, it has been proven that being Spiritually balanced is a big part of being “Well.”  Hence, 
we have our Mind, Body and Spirit connections.  
If we give and give, then go and go, we simply start to run out of gas just as a vehicle would. 
It is essential that we take the time to rejuvenate our Spirits along with refilling our proverbial 
tanks.  What begins to happen when we don’t take the proper time for ‘self’ is that disharmony 
and disorder begin to sneak into our existence. If we are like most people of our time, we put all of 
those signs on the back burner in order to get through the next  job or deadline.  Unfortunately, 
the next step on our path may very well be dis-ease of the body. Oddly, it is only then we look 
around in amazement and ask ourselves: What Happened??
Yoga and Tai Chi have been proven very effective for balancing our energy. This is what I refer to 
as being centered in Mindfulness. Meditation is the key to all of these factors. If we can learn to 
get into a quiet meditation, we can actually train ourselves to listen to our bodies. 
In my field of study we learned to break our bodies down in Chakras. Within these different 
Chakras, or areas of the body, we re-learn to listen with our five senses, eventually opening 
ourselves to another sense: a Knowing. Without getting too verbose and into too much information, 
let me qualify it this way. There are an initial five areas of the body that we learn to focus on. As we 
learn, so too, we grow into a greater awareness of what our body is saying to us. Taking the time to 
learn the very basic tools of this healing modality may very well save our lives. While practice has 
never made perfect for me, practice has indeed made progress.  This progress is called Awareness.
My reasoning for sharing this with you is that within my Healing Practice almost 100% of my 
clients have one repeating behavior in common.  They gave and gave until they gave themselves 
completely away. Energetically, emotionally and physically, they were completely bereft. It is in 
this state of being that disorder and disharmony manifest into diseases of the physical body.
My friends, I am giving you permission to be selfish. You absolutely must be all about SELF! In 
order to be of any good or be of any help for another, you must first have something to give. Unless 
you infill for ‘self’ there may not be anything left in your self-coffers to give!
When I go into a meditation, I call forth my Guardian Angels and I ask God to surround me with 
the pure vibration of His Love. With God’s Love completely surrounding me, I am aware that I 
can relax and rest in His Beloved Arms. Once I am comfortable there, I can let go of all of my 
awareness’ and my meditation can begin.
Start small. I encourage everyone to take a few moments each day in quiet contemplation/
meditation with yourself. Regardless of how you choose to begin, I care not, please just begin.  
You can find guided meditation cds in most bookstores to assist you. 



As your Chaplain, I choose to make this a priority and being sure that you are perfectly aligned: 
Mind, Body and Spirit. I pray that you will consider my offering here and remember yourself  
on your list of “To Do’s”.

As I always do, I leave you all surrounded by the wonderful Prayer For Protection.

The Light of God Surrounds You. The Love of God Enfolds You.

The Power of God Protects You. The Presence of God Watches Over You.

Wherever You Are, God Is And, All Is Well!

In Pilot Love and Friendship,

Barbara McGillicuddy
321-543-3674
bmcginfl@gmail.com
As a token of my commitment to my Pilot family, I am offering to come and speak to your clubs 
about getting into healthy mind, body, spirit  practice.  I will lead the talk/class on using prayer, 
mediation and affirmations to manifest and keep wellness front and center in our lives.   I 
have led a class in Titusville called the Spiritual Enlightenment Class since 2004 so I am well 
practiced in sharing this way of life.  Please believe me when I say that by putting God first in 
my life, I have changed in ways I could never even have thought of.  The most important part 
of all of this is: God is first.  I call forth God in my morning prayers and ask for His guidance 
during my Meditation. I promise you, that by changing the first 20 minutes of your morning, 
you will also change the outcome of your life.

God Bless you all my dear Pilot friends-  

B!
*My expertise in the Healing of the Energetic Body comes from the study and practice known as Quantum 
Healing, as well as the Ancient Incan practice of Jampi Runa. 

 I have been certified in and in working practice with Quantum Healing for six years and likewise, with the 
inclusion of the Jampi Runa one year now.



Pilot Club of Panama City
The Pilot Club of Panama City recently held its ninth annual 5K and Fun Run for Brain-related Disorders at 
Frank Brown Park. It was a beautiful morning and the participants enjoyed the run and the refreshments afterwards. 
Trophies for overall runners were presented: Overall Male: 1st, Andrew Merrill; 2nd, David Shearon; 3rd, Ben Currier.  
Overall Female: 1st, Joanna Rea; 
2nd, Lesa Black; 3rd, Rebecca 
Debell. Trophies were also 
presented to the overall runners 
for the Fun Run: Female, Jolena 
Cook; Male, Nicklaus Lillard.

This is the third year Girls on Track from Surfside Middle School participated. Pictured:  Bottom, Jr. Coach Andrea 
Surber. Top, Coach Alex Greir, Breanna Hix, Landry Goodwin, Coach Kimberly Jarrard, Sara Arias, and Lillian Lozier.

Members of the Pilot Club of Panama City, Inc. recently attended the Florida District, Pilot International 
Convention in Lake Mary.  Business was conducted and officers for 2017-2018 were installed.  Beverly Shean, 
president of the Pilot Club of Panama City, was installed as Lt. Governor for the North Region, Florida District.  
Sandy Ingram was installed as president-elect of the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation. This foundation 
has built and maintains four scholarship houses in Florida:  At Florida State University (females), two at the 
University of Florida (for males and 
females), and Florida Gulf Coast 
University (females).  Florida is the only 
district in Pilot International to provide 
houses for college students.  Pilot 
International’s mission is to influence 
positive change in communities 
throughout the world.  To do this, we 
come together in friendship and give 
people an outlet for service.

Pictured left to right:  Sandy Ingram, president-elect of the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation, Barbara Prentiss, 
Shawnna Irvin, Sue Krauss, Ann Mills, and Beverly Shean, president of the Pilot Club of Panama City, Inc. and 2017-
2018 Lt. Governor for the North Region of the Florida District

Surfside Girls on
Track

Pilot Club 5k
March 18,2017



Our 2017 started out with great news, our club received word that they were 
the recipient of a matching grant from Pilot International. The focus of the 
Grant request was for a landscaping class to be added to the curriculum at 
Escambia Westgate School.  Approximately 27 students will be introduced 
to this life skill class.  The grant covered the purchase of yard equipment and 

tools for hands on learning. A washer and dryer was also purchased to help with the cleanup after a day of playing in 
the dirt.  Members are so excited for the school and what this project represents to the students as well as the projects 
they will be involved with in the Pensacola area.  The check was presented to Terry Colburn, Principal of Escambia 
Westgate School by Pilot Members Kathy Skoglund and Kim Dillard.  Plans to kick off the program should begin in the 
fall of 2017.

Cool weather swept in the month of February and our dedicated group of Pilots were preparing for the March pancake 
festival.  Many plans were finalized and lots of cooking and baking began. As you can imagine an event this large takes 
much planning to be a success. However, after 37 years we should have it down to an art.  Actually we do!!.  February 
also gave the membership the opportunity to recognize their club Ambassador. This year’s Ambassador is Patricia 
Stevens-Glass. Patricia has been a Pilot for 10 years and has served in all board positions except as Secretary.  She served 
as a three year director with the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation and hopes to return to that board again in the 
future. Patricia said “spreading the word and deeds of Pilot is my mission and I love all that it represents.”  “However, 
the most important part of Pilot is friendship and service and the Pensacola club offers an overwhelming amount of 
both.”  

We also worked on plans for an Alzheimer’s Walk and monthly ARC birthdays.  So if you stop by Pensacola, please 
check with a Pilot and see what project or adventure we are up to while you are in town.



 March 4th brought on the Pancake Festival and members prepared and served all you can eat pancakes with bacon, 
coffee, juice or milk. This event is the major fundraiser for our club. Lots of hard work, dedication and preparation 
makes this event so successful.  While in the house you could have taken a stroll by tables loaded with homemade 
baked goods, casseroles, soups and decadent desserts. These southern belles know how to tickle your taste buds.  If you 
come and join in the festivities next year you might be surprised to see who pours your coffee.  Our celebrity servers 
might be a local council member, TV host, radio personality, Grammy winning artist and author or a state legislator, 
you never know. At the end of the morning the job was complete with another successful year in the books, and pretty 
much everyone headed home for a much deserved nap. 

March also included the business of selecting new board members for 2017/18 business year. Howard Johnson will 
be our incoming President, Jeanne Clark will be President-elect, Joyce Blackwelder as Secretary and Sue Levin as 
Treasurer. The old and new board members will gather together in June to introduce the new board to their tasks.  The 
installation of the new board will be held in late June.

March and April brought opportunities for more brain safety events.  Brainminders’ skits were presented at two schools 
and coordinated by Linda Petty.  The students are always happy to see the program and the puppets. There are always 
interesting questions and stories told by the kids about an event that has already happened in their family.  It is really 
heartwarming when you see the kids, at a later date, and they remember you or the character you presented. That is 
when you know you are touching lives and hearts. 

The second brain safety event was a helmet distribution at Cyclovia in downtown Pensacola. Several blocks of the 
downtown area was blocked off for a day of play, bike riding, games, family time together and exercise education. Many 
other services groups were in attendance to make presentations and learning opportunities available to the community.  
Pilots fitted and distributed 155 helmets that morning. Making the lives of 155 individuals safer, if only for the day.   In 
the past year our club has purchased 1,260 helmets for distribution and fitted all but 110 of these helmets. Can we fit 
these last helmets before the end of June? I am pretty sure this dedicated group of Pilots can succeed at this task. I will 
let you know in our next post. Go Pilots!!

One of the last projects for this busy year is the most touching project of all, the Escambia Westgate School prom.  These 
amazing Pilots make sure that the female students have their night to shine. Club members arrange for prom gowns for 
the girls or if necessary, the purses open and out comes the funds to help buy new gowns as needed. Then with the help 
of a local wholesale florist business owner’s donation of flowers the corsages and boutonnieres are created to complete 
the look.  The Escambia High School Anchors show up in force to be escorts for the evening to make it a complete prom 
experience including a king and a queen. Now if that doesn’t make your eyes water I don’t know what will.  

Wow!!  What a way to end a year not only for the students at the Westgate School but for the Pilot Club of Pensacola. 
Thank you ladies for another productive and successful year.  I can’t wait for July to see what new and interesting 
projects are on the table.  I can bet it will be fun filled and meaningful if nothing else. 



The ladies of the Gulf to Lakes Pilot Club have had a wonderful Spring! It 
started with our participation in the Inverness St. Patrick’s Day Parade and our 
donations to the Early Learning Coalition’s Car Seat Safety Program,  books 
for the Elder Options Program of Central Florida, and handmade Patriotic 
Greeting Cards and Gift Cards for returning veterans and our Citrus County 
Operation Welcome Home Program. We initiated new club member Patsy 
Kilpatrick at our April meeting (and Easter Hat Parade!), and ended with 
a bang at Florida District Convention when we took home the First Place 
Patriotism and Pick-Me-Up Awards! Our Pilot members are a wonderful 
group of ladies that “Do More. Care More. Be More” for our Citrus County 
community every day

Gulf to Lakes 
Pilot Club



A few of the Pilot Club of Tallahassee club members spent one whole day at Conley Elementary School presenting 
BrainMinders™ to 128 K-2nd graders along with fitting and distributing 75 bicycle helmets.  They were back at the 
school three weeks later to fit and distribute an additional 75 bicycle helmets and continued with their safety 
message by fitting another 75 helmets three weeks after that.  In all, they were able to protect the brains of 225 
students at the school.  They also presented the “egg in the helmet” demonstration to let the students know what 
can happen to their brains if they don’t wear their helmets. 

 
 
 
 
 
The Maclay School Anchors said goodbye to their Advisor, Ms. Lauren Fantle, and welcomed their new Advisor, 
Ms. Caroline Scheer.   The senior Anchors thanked Ms. Fantle, for all she has done for them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pilot Club of Tallahassee



On the very cold, dark morning of April 8th, Pilot Club of Tallahassee club members were at the Southern 
Scholarship Foundation (SSF) 5K Education for Life Run.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee did well winning awards at District Convention.  For clubs with 25 or fewer 
members, they won second in Outstanding Brain Injury or Disorders (Tallahassee Science Festival - helmets); first 
place Outstanding BrainMinders™ (continuing to reach all K-2nd graders - we presented seven BrainMinders 
programs); 1st place Patriotism (KidsVote with Maclay and PSHF students); 1st place Newsletter; and second place 
Pick Me Ups (gift cards to Gretchen Everhart teachers).  Woohoo!  They also received certificates for being a $250 
club and a Pacesetter club.  Charlotte received a Certificate of Appreciation from Governor Debbie and a gift from 
the North Region Lt. Governor for serving as club president.  And last but not least their club was third place in 
Membership Gains: net percentage of 12.5% - two members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pilot Club of 
Tallahassee



PILOT CLUB OF ZEPHYRHILLS
It has been a very active first couple of months this new year at Zephyrhills. We had our Top Dog Luncheon 
on January 19th at Hungry Howies with the students from Stewart Middle school. These students were 
nominated by their teachers for demonstrating the outstanding traits of community leadership, friendship, 
mentoring as well as being good students. They and their parents are invited to a sponsored lunch at Hungry 
Howies in Zephyrhills (during school hours!) where they receive a certificate and bronze dog tags (since the 
school mascot is a bulldog, these dog tags are a coveted token).

February was a busy month for our club. We completed our annual spaghetti dinner fund raiser using the 
cafeteria at West Elementary School. All hands were on deck as we had a lot of fun cooking, serving, packing 
up and delivering our dinners. We not only almost doubled our income (serving over 250 dinners) from last 
year but we also delivered enough dinners to the local Woman’s abuse center to provide meals for everyone. 

Our club also completed 150 goody bags (to 
be delivered before February 14th) with candy 
and signed cards for each senior shut in who 
participates with Meals on Wheels. It is our way to 
brighten their Valentine’s day.

In March, we had a speaker Rev. Patrick McCurdy from Gulfside Hospice attend our meeting to educate 
us about their incredible organization and some of the opportunities they have that we could link with or 
support as per our organizational / community goals. Some of our members have volunteered to help with 
reading, pets etc.

April was another lively month for our club 
with our Operation Paperbook project where 
we collected (over the last 2 months) sorted, 
boxed and mailed over 100 books requested by 
deployed soldiers. It is a very rewarding project.

Pictured: Deborah Lincoln, June Randall and Evelyn Williams



We also at our March meeting sorted, bagged 
(literally) personal items (lotions, combs, 
Kleenex, tampons, shampoo, emery boards etc) 
and inserted them into over 25 gently loved 
purses. These purses were then delivered to 
the Sunrise Women’s Abuse Center for all the 
patrons for Mother’s Day. We are so excited 
to continue with our installation and projects 
for the rest of the year as we DO MORE, BE 
MORE and CARE MORE in our community.

Pictured Joan Midgett, Barbara Pittman 
and Sheri Schwab

PILOT CLUB OF 
ZEPHYRHILLS

Rails 2 
Trails 

Pilot Club

President Mindy Thomson 
representing our club in the 
Parade of Banners at District 
Convention

Fidget Aprons we are making - The benefits of the Fidget Apron is sensory stimulation 
for someone living with Alzheimers cannot be underestimated. Studies have shown that 
keeping someone with dementia active and engaged promotes a sense of self worth and 
can even keep that person independent longer. It also gives the caregiver some need time 
as the loved one is engaged.



Pilot Club of Naples

Our beautiful girls of the Gresham Kite Pilot (GKP) 
Scholarship House at Florida Gulf Coast University.

The Pilot Club of Naples hosted a Tea and invited prospective members and all the residents of the Gresham Kite Pilot 
Scholarship House.  Nine attended and each told their story of what it means to live in the scholarship house.  Pictured 
from left to right are Brianna Collins, Hannah Garnes, Madyson Stephenson, Dehlia Slizyk, Keiera Baxter, Juliana 
Cooper, Nonnel Galaviz-Johnson, Braylen Dixon and Natalie Artimez.

All 17 residents made the commitment to join Pilot 
International as Student Pilots. With warm welcome 
and an open invitation to attend any events and 
meetings of the Pilot Club of Naples (or any club),  these 
magnificent seven girls attended the April business 
meeting.  President Paulette Dickerson presented 
them with a Certificate of Congratulations for joining 
Pilot International and the club manual. With Paulette 
Dickerson are pictured from left to right top row:  
Keiera Baxter, Ariana Gonzalez, Maria Sans, Braylen 
Dixon.  Front row:  Nonnel Galaviz -Johnson, Natalie 
Artimez and Julianna Rose.   

March 26th, the residents held their Annual GKP Scholarship House Pilot Appreciation Dinner.  The Pilot Clubs 
of Fort Myers & Naples were invited for a wonderful dinner followed by their music entertainment We all felt 
appreciated and enjoyed the fellowship of togetherness.



The Pilot Club of Naples is invited to Bike Helmet Fitting Events each month.  In April, there were three events, but 
the Brain Fair in March was huge and memorable. Our own Pilot Member started a support group, Miracles Among 
Us, Inc. for those affected with brain injury.  The Third Annual MAUI Brain Fair was held at the South Collier Library 
auditorium.  There were speakers, doctors, display booths and even a book signing by an author of a book written 
as a parent:  Raising David Again. The Pilot Club of Naples presented 
BrainMinders, (granddaughters gave life to the puppets) fitted helmets and 
offered bike safety educational materials and how to join Pilot.  Stewie the 
Duck was a hit, provided by our club (Zoey Lester, granddaughter) promoting 
water safety wearing a life jacket.

We love our stage.  It was built by Co-Pilot, Allan Berg.

Presenting a check for $2,000  from the 
Pilot Club of Naples to the Safe and Healthy 
Children’s Coalition at the Final Mile of the 
fitness project Kids On The Go on the track 
field of Immokalee High.  From left to right;  
Director Paula DiGrigoli, Dr. Vedder, Sue 
Lester, representing the Pilot Club of Naples 
and County Commissioner William McDaniel.

Pilot Club 
of Naples



Pilot Club of Naples



District Convention
Orlando Marriott, Lake Mary, FL April 21-23, 2017

First Timers recognized.

Newest Pilot Deb Gallagher, 
Pilot Club of Crystal River

Most Seasoned: Pilot Member Dorothy 
Biegert, 54 years, Pilot Club of Zephyrhills



Parade of Banners









First Timers Reception



Friendship Luncheon



Pilot Scholarship House Foundation



Social Hour and Installation Banquet









Sunday Morning Memorial Service

Outstanding “BrainMinders” Program Awards
with 25 or fewer members with 26 or more members
1st Tallahassee (pictured) 1st Palatka (pictured)
2nd South Brevard 2nd 
3rd  3rd 

District Awards



District Awards
Patriotism Awards

with 25 or fewer members with 26 or more members
1st Tallahassee (pictured) 1st Gulf to Lakes (pictured)
2nd Zephyrhills 2nd Palatka
3rd  3rd 

Newsletter Awards
with 25 or fewer members with 26 or more members
1st Tallahassee (pictured) 1st St, Augustine  (pictured)
2nd Naples 2nd Jacksonville
3rd Miami / South Brevard 3rd Palatka



Growth Awards
Percentage Net Gain Numbers Net Gain
1st Riverview Pilot Club 25% (pictured) First Riverview Pilot Club 10 (pictured)
2nd Space Coast Pilot Club 20% 2nd Space Coast Pilot Club 
3rd Tallahassee 12.5% 3rd Crystal River, Miami, Ocala & St. Lucie

Pick Me Up Awards
with 25 or fewer members with 26 or more members
1st South Brevard (pictured) 1st Gulf to Lakes  (pictured)
2nd Tallahassee 2nd 
3rd Space Coast  3rd 

Outstanding Anchor Club with 41+ Members
Bishop Kenny High School

Outstanding Anchor Club with 
40 or fewer Members

Robert F. Monroe High School

Pilot Support of an Anchor Club
with 40 or fewer Members

Pilot Club of Miami



Governor’s Banner and Pin Exchange



Market 
Place


