
Greetings Pilots,

I absolutely love this time of year, actually anytime we 
feel the season change is good for me! This is a busy 
time for us; club events, time with friends and family, 
preparing for the holidays. It’s also a time when we 
tally the thankful list. For me instead of a wish list it 
becomes more of a list of wishes I’ve been granted. So 
here’s just a peak at what’s on my list this year:  Being 
your Governor, my DEC, outstanding appointee’s, and 

all the Florida District Pilots!  You know my list is much longer, but that’s just a peak 
remember –

I really enjoyed Fall Council and thank you all for making it special. There were 160 
in attendance, 36 were first timers, we raised $7000 for the Pilot Scholarship House 
Foundation and $1, 633 for the Pilot International Founder’s Fund and I was honored 
to present a new club charter - good job Pilots!  Congratulations again to our new 
Pilot Club – Rails 2 Trails. We also learned Safe Harbor funds are available for our St 
Augustine Pilots who suffered and still are, from hurricane Matthew.

During the weekend I’m sure you all enjoyed meeting Shawn Woodin, the new 
Director for Southern Scholarship Foundation. The students as always were amazing 
and we loved hearing their stories of challenges and victories. With so much chaos 
in the world they seem very settled and determined with a positive path ahead.

If you haven’t seen the Pilot International Convention Registration discount 
offer be sure to check it out. If you register before December 31st you will get a 
“spooky discount”.  We checked with Pilot International HQ regarding names on 
the registration since in many cases we don’t know who will attend. They said it is 
acceptable to enter ‘TBD’ (to be determined) and submit the names when you know. 
This way you can take advantage of the discounted offer!

“I am grateful for what I am and have. My thanksgiving is perpetual…O how I laugh 
when I think of my vague indefinite riches. No run on my bank can drain it, for my 
wealth is not possession but enjoyment.”

Henry David Thoreau

Have a wonderful holiday season and let your star shine bright!

In Pilot Friendship,
Governor Debbie
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November 6-12 is International Care & Kindness Week created by Pilot International. 
This is a week-long public awareness campaign designed to share with others how 
simple acts can change a day, a life, or the world by simply showing someone you care. 
During this special week, reach out to a neighbor or co-worker you rarely see. Offer to 
help someone who could use an extra hand or allow someone to go ahead of you in line. 
Share a smile and a kind word with all!

November is a great time to do Pick Me Ups for community workers and family 
caregivers. It’s also a good time to encourage families to “Get Real!” by putting their 

devices down during mealtimes. This is a Pilot initiative to spread the news that caring for others means really 
engaging with others. Encourage everyone to put down their phones and pick up someone’s hand. Your club may 
want to partner with a local radio/TV station to do public service announcements about International Care and 
Kindness Week or “Get Real!” 

November is also the month all US Pilot clubs are required to file with the IRS form 990, 990EZ, or the electronic 
990N by November 15. The filing of the form is based on your club’s annual gross income. The IRS website 
(www.irs.gov) has a chart to show you the correct form to file. Be sure that you are using your club’s EIN number 
and not that of Pilot International. Once you have completed the filing of the appropriate 990, print a copy of the 
form or confirmation that you have filed and keep a copy with your treasurer’s records. 

Most importantly, November is a very special time of giving thanks! We are thankful for our 95th year of Pilot 
International, our founders, and our dedicated Pilots over the years. We are thankful for our club and district 
leaders who step up to give of themselves to make our organization stronger. We are thankful for Pilots who 
spread friendship and service as they work to recruit new members across our organization. We are most thankful 
for the opportunities we have as Pilots and to be able to share those opportunities with others! It’s great to be a 
Pilot!

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you!  

         Peggy Benton
        Executive Committee Representative (ECR)

Executive Council Representative Message



Hello Florida Pilots

It is hard to believe this Pilot year is almost half gone, my how time flies.  For those 
who didn’t make it to Panama City Beach for Fall Council, you really missed a 
great event.  Pilots do know how to have fun and raise money for the Scholarship 
House Foundation at the same time.  Everyone came prepared to celebrate our 
American Spirit and raise money and that we did.  Lots of red, white and blue and 
patriotic music filled the weekend.  Lots of fun events helped raise a lot of money 
for PIFF and the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation.  A big thanks goes out to all 
who made the trip up my way to participate.  The view from the hotel was amazing 
and the sunsets were absolutely beyond beautiful.  We, here in the panhandle are 

truly blessed with the most beautiful beaches and whitest sand to be found.

I am busy making plans for next year already and would like to thank all those who have volunteered to be on the 
2017-2018 leadership team.  As we emphasized at Fall Council it takes a lot of volunteers assisting the DEC to 
make our Florida District so fantastic.  There are still appointees positions available so if you have an interest in 
maybe taking on one of these jobs please do not hesitate to contact me by email falliscp45@gmail.com or on my 
cell phone 850-570-1997.  

It is not too early to start planning to attend our Florida District Convention at the Lake Mary Marriott April 21- 23, 
2017.  Also it is time to start thinking about stepping up and running for office.  By the way, there are many awards 
that your club can apply for so go to the website and get the information.  The only way to win is to apply.

Wishing everyone safe and happy holidays.

In Pilot Friendship,
Caroline Fallis, Governor- Elect

Governor-Elects Message



SOUTH CENTRAL REGION
What a wonderful time we had at Fall Council in Panama City Beach. It was a 
great location to hold a convention. The beaches were just gorgeous with so 
much white sand and great sunsets. 

The theme for Fall Council was “Show Your American Spirit”.  Boy, did the Pilots 
show their pride in America.  Everyone was wearing red, white or blue the 
whole weekend. We started off with a beautiful flag ceremony on Friday night 
with the history of the American flag.  Starting off was a replica of the original 
13 colony flag and ended with our 50 state flag.  Carol Pedersen from the Pilot 
Club of Titusville was dressed as Betsy Ross and she led us in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  Our District Chaplain, Barbara McGillicuddy, with her beautiful voice led us in patriotic songs.  
The centerpieces were small American flags and each Pilot was able to take one of the flags and wave it.  
It was great to see a whole room of waving flags.

Saturday was a full day of presentations on Leadership, Nominations, Chaplain, Membership, Convention 
Support, Awards, Conference and Planning and the District Project.  We all learned so much on everything 
a Florida District Pilot needs to know.

Saturday night was the Lip Sync contest.  The Pilots had so much fun dressing up and presenting their 
songs. Who can forget the Pilot Club of Jacksonville rendition of the Zak Brown Band song “Chicken Fried”.

It was a fun weekend.  I always come away from Pilot conventions so encouraged by all that we do and all 
that we care about.

Peggy Bretz 
South Central Region Lt. Governor 



Pilot Scholarship House Foundation

What a great Fall Council in Panama City – from the beautiful beaches to the information provided all the 
way to the wonderful friendships we made and renewed.

We all met Shawn Woodin, from Southern Scholarship Foundation and met 9 of the residents from our 
houses.  They even participated in the Lip Sync and took several awards!

Pilots – you are the best when it comes to supporting our Pilot Scholarship Houses.  In one weekend, we 
raised:

  50/50      186.00
  Basket      222.00
  White Elephant  1,267.00
  Williams Donation    100.00
  Memorials     300.00
  General Donations    767.31
  Desks for Success  4,201.00

  GRAND TOTAL  7,490.31.

Are you doing any Fall Cleaning before the holiday?  Do you have any 
of the following?

Vacuum Cleaners, George Foreman Grill, Toaster Oven, 
kitchen towels, frying pans, reusable grocery bags, silver ware

Our houses need small appliances and other supplies.  If you would like to donate to the houses, please 
contact a PSHF board member so they can tell you which houses need what.

Of course, don’t forget their general wish lists are on the Florida District Website.  The residents always 
appreciate any help we can give.

Thank you, Florida District for all you do for our students at our houses!!!!!

Barbara McKenzie
2013 – 2014 FL District Past Governor
2016 – 2019 PSHF Director



Diane Welch’s niece Julia was a resident of our Mary Ellen Thomas Scholarship House and graduated in the Spring 
of 2016.  It is always nice to keep up with our residents.
Thank you Diane for sharing this information and pictures about Julia!
Julia is a Daytona Beach native and lives in Ormond Beach with her parents until the fall of 2017 when she will be 
leaving the area to become a graduate student at East Tennessee State in Johnson City, Tennessee.
She lived in our Pilot house in Gainesville for 4 years and graduated in the spring of 2016.  She is a brilliant and 
focused young lady (of course the type we always have in our houses) who is on the path to being a leader in the 
field of paleontology.
As a child, Julia was not only beautiful but also talented.  She took dance in elementary school which prepared her 
to be able to dance with the dance team in Gainesville.  She danced with this group on campus every year. Originally 
she wanted to be a Vet because of her love of animals but found fossils and counting dinosaur teeth exciting.  While 
in High School she worked after school in her Pediatrician’s office and later as a volunteer at the veterinarian office 
where all of the family animals were treated.  She adopted a tiny kitten who was left on the steps of the office.  
“Little Britches” still lives with and is part of the Schap family.
She also was a volunteer in our church with children’s events, helped work with my mother (her grandmother) 
in our home until Mother’s death at 98 nearly 4 
years ago, and any other need in our large family.
In Gainesville, she volunteered at the Natural 
History Museum which opened the door for her 
to become part of the dinosaur world.  Through 
her time at the museum, she met and become 
friends with the most amazing professionals in 
the area.  One of her work colleagues opened the 
door for her to be able to become an intern at the 
dig site in Hot Springs, South Dakota last summer.  
During her time in Hot Springs, the director of the 
program recognized her ability and has recruited 
her for the Master’s/P.H.D. program at East 
Tennessee State.
Julia puts a face on the remarkable students we 
help in our houses. These houses make all things 
possible - Julia is a testimony to this.  She is a very 
humble and appreciative young woman who is 
forever thankful to Pilot for making her life-dream 
possible.
Until she leaves for Tennessee, she is volunteering 
at the Museum of Arts and Sciences here in 
Daytona Beach in the Sloth Wing.  She works with 
children - especially from the more challenging 
elementary and middle schools to introduce them 
to the world of so very long ago.

PSHF NEWS



Fall Council 2016
Panama City Beach

“Show Your American Spirit”
Friday Night was full of American spirit with the welcome message delivered by Governor Debbie. Everyone was 
dressed in patriotic colors, there were flags at each table as part of the centerpiece that pilots waved to show their 
American pride.  There was a special presentation of the flags of the United States from 1775 to present day including 
Betsy Ross.  Pilots that had served in the military were also recognized, very moving ceremonies. To end Friday night 
there was the fist timers reception to welcome the 34 first timers. 



Flag Ceremony

Recognition of Military

Governor Debbie Army Shawna & Mike Air Force Carol Navy



PIFF Fundraiser

First Timers 

and Reception

Florida  District Project - Art Supplies 
for Pyramid Incorporated



Florida Districts Most Seasoned Members
Dorothy Biegert of Pilot Club of Zephyrhills 53 years and 

Doris Locke from Pilot Club of Jacksonville  41 years.
Florida Districts Newest Member 

Annette Cutchins

Shawn Woodin, Southern 
Scholarship Foundation Director and 

representatives from each of the 
Scholarship Houses spoke

Presentation of Charter to 
Rails 2 Trails Pilot Club

The Florida District is proud to announce our 
newest club, Rails 2 Trails Pilot Club, in the North 
Central Region. Governor Debbie Thompson 
presented their Charter at Fall Council in Panama 
City as the attendees watch the club Charter 
Members sign their Charter. 


