
Throughout Saturday there were presentations from the Appointees describing 
their responsibilities so that the audience could get a better idea of the big picture 
of the Florida District. Very informative and enlightening. Saturday also included 
Market Place, the evening banquet, lip sync entertainment, and Scholarship House 
White elephant raffles. 



Grand Prize Winner Pilot Club of Jacksonville 
for their rendition of “Chicken Fried” 



Pilot Club of 
Panama City

Pilot club members from the Pilot Club of Panama 
City and Anchors participated in Bay County’s Warrior 
Beach Retreat recently.  The nonprofit Warrior Beach 
Retreat brings wounded veterans and their spouses to 
Bay County twice annually for a week of relaxation. 
The organization was co-founded in 2009 by Linda 
Cope after her son was injured in 2006 while serving in 
Iraq. The roughly 50 retreat attendees were recognized 
during a parade and ceremony with local citizens along 
the route waving American flags in support of their 
service. The Pilot Club also contributed a “pamper” 
basket for the spouses (caregivesr) who were treated to 
a day of pampering.

Left to right, Mosley High School Anchors:  Santana 
Anderson, Brooke Sterrett, president; Brooke Davis, 
treasurer, and Sue Petty, sponsor.

Left to right, Arnold High School Anchors: 
Riya Bhakta and Jianna D’Addario, president.

Left to right, Pilot Club members: Sandy Ingram, Sue 
Krauss, and Barbara Prentiss

* Rutherford High School Anchors are not pictured

The Pilot Club of Panama City 
continues to give back to the 
community with its donations 
to help those with brain-related 
disorders and also to Girls, Inc. 
which it chartered in 1974.  Even with 
the many fund-raising events and 
projects, the club likes to have fun.  
The fifth Thursdays are reserved for 
fun events and getting to know one 
another.  The club participated in 
“Smudge Your Art” and painted door 
placards for the fall season.

Pictured back row left to right: Beverly Shean, Jean Hughes, Shawnna Ervin, Jon Sewell
Front row:  Barbara Prentiss, Ann Mills, Sue Krauss, Kristin Alderman



ANCHORS RULE!  The Pilot Club of Panama City sponsors 
four Anchor Clubs at Arnold, Bay, Mosley, and Rutherford high 
schools.  Each year an Anchor is chosen by their peers to represent 
their club in their individual homecoming events.

Also, the Pilot Club of Panama City installed the 2016-2017 Anchor officers for Arnold, Bay, Mosley and Rutherford 
high schools at Girls, Inc. which the club chartered in 1974.  These students are learning the meaning of giving 
back to the community through community projects and will become the leaders of tomorrow. Rutherford not 
pictured.

Jared Pyle, Jianna D’Addario, Arnold High 
School

Torrie Adams, Bay High School

Brooke Sterrett, Garrett MacWilliam, Mosley 
High School

 2016-2017 Anchor Officers installed, co-coordinators of 
Youth for the Pilot Club of Panama City, Barbara Prentiss 
and Sandy Ingram



Pilot Club of 
Halifax

Members of the Pilot Club of the Halifax Area supporting BIG Life at their fundraising event in 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida.  BIG (Brain Injury Group) was started by Meredith McDonald after 
her husband was nearly killed in a motorcycle accident in Massachusetts in April, 2009.   

Saturday, September 9 Meredith McDonald 
and her team of supporters began a journey 
of skating from New Smyrna Beach, FL to 
Boston, Massachusetts to raise awareness 
of the tragedy of traumatic brain injury to 
the public. Pilot Club of the Halifax Area 
President, Laurie Kaye, Diane Dunn, Paula 
Lobnitz, Sylvia Popowski, Shirley Pyle and 
Diane Welch assisted the “BIG Skate” 
send off by distributing breakfast foods to 
the cheering crowds assembled to wish 
Meredith, husband Nate, and the rest of the 
team well on the journey to Boston.



Members of The Pilot 
Club of the Halifax Area  
assembled sensory skills 
“Discovery Boxes”  to 
be donated to Easter 
Seals of Volusia & Flagler 
Counties

The donated tennis balls were transformed 
by Maureen Durham and Laurie Kaye into 
“Packman” style characters to eat (pick up) items 
as part of motor skill  therapy for youngsters. 
They are to be placed along with other items 
into Sensory Skills Discovery Boxes.

President Laurie Kaye and Past President 
Shirley Pyle presented the “Discovery 
Boxes” to Easter Seal representative, 
Dorothy Lefford  during the September 
meeting of The Pilot Club of the Halifax 
Area, Inc.

Pilot Club of 
Halifax



For Care and Kindness Week, on November 7th, the Pilot Club of South Brevard presented to Brevard 
County Sheriff’s Office Animal Care Center in South Brevard a caregivers’ gift basket, doggie and kitty 
gift baskets including treats, toys and food, and numerous blankets and towels for the animals.  The 
members toured the Center and saw the many dogs and cats in need of adoption.

Pilot Club 
South 

Brevard

Rails 2 
Trails Pilot 

Club

Governor Debbie looking on as
Jan Wrightson signs the Charter 

Governor Debbie presenting newly chartered Rails 2 Trails Pilot 
Club their Charter, welcoming the 30th Pilot Club to the Florida 
District. The five founding members were present to accept the 
charter. Pictured from left to right are Janet Wrightson, Donna 
Homan, Governor Debbie Thompson, Mindy Thomson, Kimberley 
Mayo and Diana Kingree. Please extend a warm welcome to the 
club by liking their Facebook page Rails 2 Trails Pilot Club Inc. or 
emailing them at rails2trailspc@gmail.com. 



 Six smiling faces, lots of hard work and a difference made in the lives of three individuals who 
are residents of the Capstone Adaptive Learning and Therapy Center Independent Living Program here 
in Pensacola. The Pilot Club of Pensacola celebrated “Make a Difference Day” earlier this year. Volunteers 
cleaned the yard and shrubs bushes, planted new flowers and freshened up the flower beds. Club members 
pictured from left to right, Pam White, Anise McGuire, Jeanne Clark, Virginia Bunde, Kathy Skoglund and 
Howard Johnson participated that day and all agree that it feels good to accomplish something so fulfilling 
and have the efforts truly enjoyed by the residents of the house.

 “The three residents of the house all have different areas and degrees of disabilities and difficulties,  
two individuals in wheelchairs but they move through their day with the abilities that they have and the 
assistance of a caregiver provided by Capstone,” says Jeanne Clark. Jeanne is a former employee and now 
an active volunteer with Capstone.  From a volunteer’s heart we all know that the love for these individuals 
goes on long after the days of 9 to 5 are behind you.

 Make a difference day is a yearly, nationwide event and there are as many different projects as there 
are needs and volunteers.  Let us all take time to make a difference in someone’s life every day because we 
care and not because it is an event on the calendar. What did your club do for Make a Difference Day?

Make A Difference Day.



Party time at ARC.  Birthdays, birthdays, birthdays!! Members of the Pensacola Pilot Club come 
together once a month for clients and residents of ARC Gateway, this event has been taking place for 
many years.  On the second Thursday of each month dedicated members of the Pilot Club of Pensacola 
recognize these birthdays. In August Betty Petree, Dottie Sims, Kathy Skoglund, Anise McGuire and 
Joyce Blackwelder came with a big cake to highlight the celebration with Beth and Greg.  Most of the 
parties take place at the Bayview Community Center. Occasionally however, a visit is paid to the main 
campus on 10th avenue. 

These celebrations also include small gifts, singing, lots of love, hugs and kisses for the celebrated 
individuals. There are approximately 40 adults that are part of the ARC program. The celebration is 
not limited to just birthday parties attention ARC Gateway, a Christmas dinner is prepared by club 
members and the family members are invited to share the joy of the season. Some ARC individuals 
have lost their immediate family members so it is important that we as human beings help supplement 
some of their wishes. They do not ask for much. These individuals make a short list of wants and their 
caregivers fill in the blank for their needs. Everyone has a plentiful Christmas and the Pilot members 
have spread some holiday cheer.

Please be sure to visit the ARC Gateway center in Pensacola or your local area ARC and let this 
delightful group put a warm glow on your face. 



Ronald McDonald House visit.  Have you ever visited or volunteered 
at a Ronald McDonald house?  If not, you have to make a trip to see 
the love and hear about the miracles. The Ronald McDonald house in 
Pensacola, Florida is usually full to capacity.  That means 26 families 
occupy this great facility.

The families arrive in their own personal crisis and at this point the staff and volunteers step up to make this 
small, confusing world a safe place to be. Needs are met and the loving environment cradles the families while 
they focus on the most important thing in their life “a sick child.”  Every imaginable amenity is made available 
for residents of the house, this includes meals.

Let’s talk about meals! Try to prepare for and feed 26 families two or three times a day and keep your sanity. 
Hence the generosity of local businesses, volunteer service groups, Boy and Girl Scout troops and college 
students. The “Home for Dinner” programs allows the groups the opportunity to prepare meals for delivery to 
the house, or cook on sight and others make arrangements to order prepared meals to arrive in time for hungry 
families to grab a bite as they make their next visit to the hospital.  This is a large undertaking each day and the 
need is always met.

June 17 the Pilot Club of Pensacola took on the mission to feed 26 families without breaking our backs or 
the bank. Our solution, Firehouse Subs, fruit trays, veggie trays and lots of chocolate brownies.  High school 
students and best fiends Haileigh Hartley and Alyssa Pham stayed up all night to make the brownies. Several 
Pilots provided the trays and Firehouse Subs came through with tree trays or 15 subs along with all the fixings. 
Sharon Silverman, Patricia Stevens-Glass along with Haileigh and Alyssa delivered the food, and mingled with 
the families. Many stories and miracles were shared and a tour of the house was given. Everyone had fun on the 
playground, but that is another story for a different time.

If you don’t have a local Ronald McDonald house in your area try to fit a visit into your next road trip or 
future travels. I can promise you there is no greater 
expression of love than to see a Ronald McDonald 
house in action.  See you there!


