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“Pilots are a light in the darkness” 

My theme this year was “Pilots are a Light in the Darkness”. Some of you might re-
member at Fall Council, our leadership chair, Terry Steffey, had us sing this song by 
Randy Travis and it spoke volumes to me. It’s what Pilot is all about. I have changed 
some of the words to fit Pilot. Please take the time to really think about the words. 
They fit each and every Pilot.  
 
 

 
There’s a point when Pilots cannot walk away 

When Pilots have to stand up straight and tall and mean the words they say 
There’s a point you must decide just to do it ‘cause it’s right 

That’s when Pilots become a point of light 
  

There is a darkness that everyone must face 
It wants to take what’s good and fair and lay it all to waste 

and that darkness covers everything in sight 
Until it meets a single point of light 

All it takes is a point of light, a ray of hope in the darkest night 
If you see what’s wrong and you try to make it right 

You will be a point of light 
 

There are heroes whose names we never hear 
A dedicated army of quiet volunteers 

Reaching out to feed the hungry, reaching out to save the land 
Reaching out to help their fellow man 

There are Pilots who are making dreams come true 
Taking time to teach the children there’s nothing they can’t do 
Giving shelter to the homeless, giving hope to those without 

Isn’t that what Pilots all about. 
 

One by one from the mountains to the sea, points of light 
Are calling out to you and me 

All it takes is a point of light, a ray of hope in the darkest night 
If you see what’s wrong and you try to make it right 

Pilots will be a point of light 
 

If you see what’s wrong and try to make it right 
Pilots will be a point of light 

 
 

 
Thank you, Pilots, for allowing me to be your 2015/2016 Governor 
And thank you for Doing More, Caring More and Being More 
 
In Friendship, Service and Fun 
Mary Jane McMillen 
FL District Governor.  



Governor Elect 
Pilots it has been a wonderful year! I have traveled more than I thought possible and really enjoyed 
more time just getting to know you. I know I’ve made some new friends this year; Pilots and Anchors!  
I learned a lot more about the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation and enjoyed being a part of their 
board.  The Williams House dedication was a highlight for me. 
 
I know we have accomplished a lot this past year and I’m so very proud of all of you.  I also know there 
are those who struggle. Sometimes solutions aren’t easy and the water seems muddy, but I believe 
you will make the right choices and prevail; have faith my friends. 
 
I truly enjoyed our District Convention and working with our ECR Deb Hays. Deb has a fresh  
perspective and obviously a way with words, so familiar things felt renewed, a pick me up of sorts.  
Thanks Deb! 
 
This year was a learning time for me and our Governor Mary Jane made my experience a very pleasant 
and rewarding one!  What a lady, thank you Ma’am! 
 
Well, I’m getting organized and ready for July.  I hope to see many of you in Montreal and look forward 
to our  
Counsel of Leaders workshops, general sessions and other activities and our District Luncheon  
Meeting. 
 
I hope that all your Star Wishes come true, that whatever you wish for Pilot is realized and you find 
fulfillment in your community service. 
 
 
Yours in Pilot Friendship, 
Debbie 

South Central  Region 

 
What a wonderful time we had at the District Convention in Lake Mary.  What a great location to hold 
a convention.  There are so many restaurants that were within walking distance of the hotel for us to 
have dinner with our fellow Pilots and friends.  It is always so enjoyable when we can come together 
and share time with each other. 
 
Pilot International Convention will be in Montreal July 6-9.  It is not too soon to register for the 
convention, book your hotel room and plan your travel arrangements. 
 
The South Central Region workshop will be on Saturday July 30 at the Parrish  
Medical Center in Titusville from 8:30 until 2:00.  I look forward to all the Pilots of our 8 clubs in the 
region coming together to share ideas, learn from each other and get to know your fellow Pilots. 
 
I always come away from Pilot conventions so encouraged by all that we do, all that we care about 
and all that we plan to do to make this world a better place. 
 
 
Peggy Bretz 
South Central Region Lt. Governor 
 

 
 
“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted” Aesop 



North Region 
Pilots, this is my last article as Lt. Governor and I am a little sad.  I have really enjoyed serving as Lt. Governor for 
the past two years.  It has been a growing and learning experience that I will never forget.  I encourage all Pilots 
to commit to serving Pilot on a higher level.  Although it is a little work, it is more importantly a great learning  
experience, as well as an opportunity for building “friendships” and “serving” our communities and the Florida  
District of Pilot International. 
 
If you did not attend District Convention, you missed a great weekend!  The hotel was exceptional, including the 
food and service.  District Convention will be held at this same hotel next year, so please make early plans to be 
there.  I was installed as your Treasurer for the coming year and look forward to working with you and performing 
the duties and tasks necessary to accomplish this fiduciary responsibility for our District. 
 
Again, I encourage each of you to consider serving Pilot as a District Officer.  Thank you for giving me the  
opportunity to serve you as Lt. Governor for the past two years and as your Treasurer for the coming year.  I am 
available to assist you in any way possible and look forward to new friendships and experiences as I endeavor to 
DO MORE, CARE MORE AND BE MORE. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in Montreal at International Convention.  We will also be planning Fall Council, which 
will be held in Panama City Beach and I hope you will plan to attend.  The location is one of the most beautiful 
places in Florida and the information we received at District Convention was very impressive.  The North Region is 
looking forward to hosting this event. 
 
I believe the DEC will also be planning and holding training sessions in each of the Regions, so please contact your 
Lt. Governor with ideas and an offer of assistance so that your members, who are unable to attend the District 
meetings, can experience some of the training and friendship opportunities we enjoy at convention and Fall  
Council. 
 
I hope you have began planning your projects and fund raising for next year and wish every Club success and  
satisfaction while accomplishing your goals for continuing our objective of friendship and service by doing more, 
caring more and being more. 
 
 
Delores Spooner 
Lt. Governor, North Region  

At the end of a year there is a time of reflection.  In the North Central Region of the Florida District the 2015-16 
year has been one of great learning and discovery for this Lt. Governor.  I have been able to visit all 8 dynamic 
clubs and have learned more about the purpose of Pilot than in the previous 9 years of my membership.  The level 
of ingenuity, imagination, devotion and passion for Pilot is breathtaking.   

I encourage every Pilot to continue to pursue doing more, caring more, and being more.  Take advantage of the 
ideas of others. My visits to fund raising events has inspired me to be on the lookout for new ways to get involved 
in community. Remember to submit your club project news to Rene for sharing by the 15th of each month.  Thanks 
Rene! 

Congratulations to next year’s Lt. Governor, Leslie Coleman, and the District Executive Board. It was a great  
learning year for me with Gov. Maryjane and I am sure Gov. Debbie will have a great one, too.  See you around the 
Florida District! Thanks to all. 
 
Margaret Smith 
Lt. Governor 2015-16 
North Central Region 

North Central Region 



South Region 

I leave my 2015-2016 District Governor position at the end of my term with bittersweet emotions. I have always come 
away from PI, District and Anchor conventions reinvigorated but being a part of the DEC has been one of the most 
satisfying of my Pilot experiences. To participate in productive discussions with dedicated Pilots using their individual 
backgrounds, Pilot knowledge and talents to lead and shape the future of our District has led to a most enlightening 
and rewarding year. I will miss Governor Mary Jane and my fellow DEC members.  

As wonderful as it has been, and as much as I look forward to next year under the leadership of Debbie Thompson 
and her board, I was disheartened to see so few Pilots step up to fill the 2016-2017 DEC board positions.  I feel guilty 
that I had to be begged to take a Lt. Governor position.  Had I know how fulfilling it would it would be, I would have 
gladly volunteered! 

I am sad to be unable to serve this coming year (due to illness), but plan to be back and involved as soon as I am 
able.  I encourage ALL of you to consider how you can part of Florida District activities, be it as a member of the DEC, 
the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation, or even our Anchor organization.  I promise you, it will be a rewarding  
experience.   
 
I hope to see you all stepping up next year when Election time comes around.  I plan to be there! 

 

Janis Smith 
2015-2016 Lt. Governor, South Region 
Pilot Club of Ft. Pierce 

Mary Jane McMillen, Governor   Debbie Thompson, Governor Elect 
Pilot Club of South Brevard    Space Coast Pilot Club 
Mj419mc@aol.com     Debbiepilot_26@yahoo.com 
 
Terrie Hydorn, Secretary    Caroline Fallis, Treasurer 
Space Coast Pilot Club     Pilot Club of Quincy 
tlhydorn@cfl.rr.com     falliscp45@gmail.com 
 
Peggy Bretz, Lt. Governor S. Central  Delores Spooner, Lt. Governor North 
Pilot Club of South Brevard    Pilot Club of Quincy 
mbretz@cfl.rr.com     despooner@hughes.net 
 
Margaret Smith, Lt. Governor, N Central  Janis Smith, Lt. Governor South 
Port of Jacksonville Pilot Club    Pilot Club of Fort Pierce 
margaretnsmith@comcast.net    ourtype@aol.com 
 

Debbie Hays, ECR 
Pilot Club of South Bend 
Debhays.pd@gmail.com 



Membership 

What an awesome District Convention we had in Lake Mary, April 1-3, 2016! I 
 enjoyed seeing many Pilot friends once again from all over our state. 
 
Congratulations to the following Pilots and clubs who received recognition at  
District.  
 
These members recruited 2 or more new members this past Pilot year: 
 
Crystal River   Stephanie Price – 2 new members 
Gulf to Lakes   Maria Ewing – 3 new members 
                           Gidget Lefkowitz – 4 new members 
Miami    Kathleen Doyle – 3 new members 
Riverview    Kelley Broome – 2 new members 
                        Stephanie Fowler – 2 new members 
                        Melissa Lugo – 2 new members 
Titusville    Carol Pedersen – 2 new members 
                      Esther Porta – 2 new members 
 
Net Gain Awards: 
 

1st Place – Riverview gained 20 new members 
2nd Place – Gulf to Lakes gained 8 new members 
3rd Place – Palatka gained 6 new members 

 
Percentage of Net Gain Awards: 

 
1st Place – Riverview (105.26%) 
2nd Place – Palatka (28.57%) 
3rd Place – Gulf to Lakes (22.86%) 
 

As of 03/31/2016, our membership total was 732, which is a net gain of 9 new 
members. Keep in mind we still have 3 more months before the end of our year. I 
know with the hard work and dedication of our Florida District Pilots, that number 
will continue to grow and I thank you in advance. 
 
I’ve enjoyed being your Florida District Membership Chair this past year. I want to 
thank our Governor, Mary Jane McMillen, once again for the opportunity to serve 
you all. It has been an honor. 
 
As this Pilot year comes to a close, I would like for you to remember this quote  
written by Colin Powell. It reminds us why Pilots do what we do for our communities 
and all around the world. “The ties that bond us are stronger than the occasional 
stress that separates us.” 
 
 
Robin Porta 
Membership Coordinator 



Important Upcoming Dates 

 
May    Dues invoices sent from Pilot International 
    Mail Registration for Pilot International Convention 
 
May 1   2016 - 2017 Club Officers form due to PI and Governor 
 
May 15   Postmark deadline for Anchor Advisor of the Year 
    Postmark deadline for District Awards Jury Chair to mail 
     Outstanding Anchor Club of the Year to PIHQ 
    Postmark deadline for all Pilot Awards 
 
June    Club Treasurer pays all outstanding balances 
    Club Officers Installed 
 
June 30   Pilot Scholarship House Foundation dues due 
 
July 1   Dues due to Pilot International and Florida District 

Zephyrhills 

Pilot Club of Zephyrhills has been active in 
providing books to overseas troops for 4 
years.  All books must be paperbacks and  
non-romance.  Some request children’s books 
so they can read to their child while skyping.  
We collect all year long and then pack 10 
books to each box at our April meeting.  We 
have the name and address of the service  
person requesting books and place a label on 
each box.  The post office gives a postage 
break for this project.  This year we sent 12 
boxes. 

About 25 years ago, the Pilot Club of Zephyrhills decided to develop 
a recognition program for Stewart Middle School.  Since the mascot 
of the school was a bulldog, we called our program “Top Dog”.  The 

school is divided into teams, all with dog names like Clemson  
Canines, Duke Dogs.   Quarterly, teachers of each team select a 

student as their teams’ outstanding student.  Although academics 
are important, an emphasis on leadership and being a good  

roll model is also considered.  The students are treated to Hungry 
Howie’s for lunch on a school day and receive a certificate as well as 

a gold dog tag.  Lunch is attended by Pilots and parents. 



Palatka 
Pilot Club of Palatka members dedicated their 
"Little Librar"y at the same park where the club 
had purchased handicapped accessible  
playground equipment and a handicapped  
accessible pavilion.  The little libraries  
offer free books to children and are restocked 
monthly by members. Members posed with the 
Mayor of Palatka, Terrill Hill during the  
dedication.  

Panama City 
The Pilot Club of Panama City recently was involved with Special Olympics in Bay  
County.  The event was held at Arnold High School on a very windy day which didn't seem to 
bother the participants.  Their enthusiasm was contagious.  The Pilot Club has been doing the 
ribbons for many years and will continue to support this project.  

The opening ceremonies with 
presentation of colors.   Jean Hughes, Sarah Shink, and Susie Bunch  

Morgan Beaty is the 2015-16 president of the Arnold High School Anchor Club.  Under 
Morgan's leadership, the club has exceeded our expectations over and over with fund 
raising and community outreach.  This year Arnold became involved with the  
Self-Esteem Project which provides toiletries to children who unfortunately find  
themselves at the Gulf Coast Children's Advocacy Center.  They collected over four 
storage binds of items and donated more than any other school in the county!  Mor-
gan personally contacted each member through texts, phone calls, and conversations 
on campus to make this happen.  She firmly believes in helping others who are less 
fortunate and in serving her community.  FSU was so impressed with her community 
service work that they contacted her about serving on one of their campus  
programs.  She maintains a 4.1 GPA in college level dual enrolled classes and works 
full-time.  Morgan also attends every fundraiser to help the Pilot Club of Panama City 
and Girls, Inc.  This is why the Pilot Club of Panama City has chosen Morgan Beaty to 
be our Outstanding Anchor of the Month.  



Panama City 
The Pilot Club of Panama City recently held its eighth annual 5K and Fun Run for 
Brain-related Disorders at Frank Brown Park in Panama City Beach.  Although it 
was a little windy, the runners had a good time.  It is nice to see the repeaters 
who run each year to support the mission of Pilot International to help those with 
brain-related disorders.  For the second year in a row, Surfside Middle School's 
Girls on Track participated in the 5K.   

Gunner Elder, 3rd male  
overall; David Shearon, 1st 
male overall 

Mary Beth Boettcher, 3rd  
female overall; Alison  
Christensen, 2nd female 
overall; Deanna McCormack, 
1st female overall 

 Girls on Track, Surfside Middle 
School;  Back row, left to right:  Trisha 
Laspe (coach), Marlowe Elder, Mollie  
Chisolm, Kimberly  Jarrard (coach), and 
Madison Clark.  Front row, left to 
right:  Makenna Belcher, Lynsey Eaton, 
Kaylee Kirschnick, and Hannah Lawrence.  

St. Lucie County 

On March 22, 2016 the Pilot Club of St. Lucie County held its 4th Annual Shabby Chic 
Fashion Show.  Our models were members, family members, friends, a Florida District  

Officer and two members of the Boys and Girls Club of St. Lucie County.  We were 
joined by several members of the Pilot Club of Fort Pierce, Pilot Club of South Brevard 
and the Florida District DEC.  We served light refreshments before our models walked 
our “runway” showing their fashions that were all purchased from local thrift stores.  

Each guest that brought dog or cat food was entered into a special raffle.  This food was 
donated to the Humane Society of St. Lucie County.   



The Pilot Club of Crystal River welcomed Guess Speaker Mary Peter, 
CMDT President & Founder of K9 Partners for Patriots to the March 
15th meeting. The club donated $250 to this wonderful organization 
that helps Veterans with PTSD and/orTBI. This organization is located 
in Brooksville and is a 501(c)3 not for profit organization. 
 
Mary showed a video that brought tears to everyone’s eyes that  
evening. To say the least Mary Peter does this work because she  

believes in helping our Veterans and wants to make a difference in their lives the same as 
what Pilot stands for.  
 
What they do: K9 Partners for Patriots Inc., is a program that specializes in the training of 
service dogs with Veterans who have been diagnosed with service-related PTSD  
(Post Traumatic Stress disorder) and/or TBI (Traumatic Brain Injury). They integrate the 
Veteran into the dog’s training in small group sessions from day one. This allows the  
Veteran and dog to build a bond of trust, communication and companionship. This training 
program, including the purchase of the dog, service vest and all 
equipment necessary is provided to the Veteran at no cost. 
 
Their Mission Statement: To give Veterans and active Military a 
second chance at life by honoring and empowering those with 
post traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury through 
the experience of training and caring for a service dog to call 
their own. 

Crystal River 

The Pilot Club of Crystal River 
welcomes two new members 
into the club on March 15th. 

We are honored to have  
Elizabeth Scanio and Jackie 
Gorman as members of our 

club. Elizabeth was sponsored 
by our President Adelaide 

Pickett and Jackie was  
sponsored by Stephanie Price. 

Joyce Centrella, Director  
performed the ceremony.  

President Adelaide Pickett 
sponsor of Elizabeth 
Scanio, Jackie Gorman 
sponsored by Stephanie 
Price.  

The Pilot Club of Crystal River received the Proclamation 
for Brain Awareness Week from Mayor Jim Farley on 
March 16th.  Brain Awareness Week is March 14 – 20, 
2016.  

Mayor Jim Farley, President Adelaide Picket, Joyce  
Centrella, Director, Nancy Wilson and Jackie Gorman  



Panama City 
The Pilot Club of Panama City sponsors four Anchor Clubs 
at Arnold, Bay, Mosley, and Rutherford High Schools.  The  
members of these clubs are instrumental in the success of the 
Pilot Club's fund-raisers.  They participate in the club's Luminaries  
of Love, Pancake Festival, and 5K Run for Brain-related Disorders. 
Each club is unique in their community service projects and they 
had the opportunity to tell the Pilot Club of Panama City members  
at a recent program meeting.  

Rutherford High 
School, left to 
right: Robert  
Davidson, Sandy 
Ingram, Jennifer 
Alvis, Anchor 
Sponsor, and  
Alexis Alvis.  

Mosley High School, 
left to right: Tiffany 
Fox, Sandy Ingram, 
and Sue Petty, Anchor 
Sponsor.  

Bay High School, left 
to right: Sandy  
Ingram, Pilot Club; 
and Tara McCormick, 
president, Anchor 
Club.  

Arnold High School, 
left to right: Jan 
Hurst, Anchor  
Sponsor; Jacob 
Haiman; Sandy  
Ingram, Pilot Club; 
Morgan Beaty,  
president, Anchor 
Club; and Ethan 
Henry.  

Zephyrhills 

The Pilot Club of Zephyrhills has developed a friendship with Meals 
on Wheels.  One hundred and fifty elderly receive meals each day 
in our city.  At Christmas we provide a candy cane with a card for 
each person.  We also root plants in clear plastic bottles and then 
plant the rootings in small clay pots to be delivered in the spring. 

Pilot Club of Zephyrhills has an ongoing relationship with Sunrise 
Women’s Abuse Shelter.  The club collected used but in good  

condition purses to be given to clients at the shelter.  We separate 
into spring/summer bags for Mother’s Day and fall/winter bags for 

thanksgiving.  We place a gallon size Ziploc bag in the purse  
containing items like:  toothpaste, soap, toothbrush, and personal 
hygiene items.  The clients do not know the person who contribut-

ed the purse but know there are women who care about them. 



Tallahassee 
Pam, Yvonne, Annarene, Jane, Claire and Carol were 
out in force at “O dark thirty” to help set up for the 
annual Southern Scholarship Foundation Education 
for Life 5K Run.  Some of scholarship house ladies 
participated in the run and the rest were along the 
racecourse showing their support. 

Pilot Club of Tallahassee and the LaVerne Weddle Pilot 
Scholarship House ladies were out in force for the 31st 
Annual Alzheimer’s Disease Education and Training  
Conference.  This event was started and organized by 
our club 31 years ago.  Charlotte welcomed and  
addressed the attendees.  We provide and service the 
continental breakfast, work the registration desk and 
have a Pilot table, to let the attendees know who we are 
and what we do. 

Maclay Anchors, Ms. Fantle along with  
Charlotte and Claire attended the Anchor 
Convention in Kissimmee.   They  
Anchors were excited to be there and  
enjoyed every bit of it.  Looking forward to 
next year. 

Zephyrhills 
The Pilot Club of Zephyrhills received a $200 grant 

from Pilot International to complete a Pick Me Up.  The 
club made gift bags for the thirty caregivers at Gulfside 
Regional Hospice.  The club members assembled bags 
after a  meeting, President Debbie Lincoln, Pick Me Up 
Chair Cindy Bucklen and Secretary Joan Midgett met 
with the community relations person and went to the 
various nursing stations to hand out the bags.  The 

staff were surprised and very happy to be recognized. 



Maclay Anchors sponsored Whit Baskin 
(who spoke to the Anchors in Orlando at 
their Leadership Conference) to come 
and speak with the 9th-12th grade stu-
dents at their school.  Makenzie Thomas, 
2016-17 Anchor President, introduced 
Whit and welcomed him to their school.  
Whit spoke right before spring break and 
gave the message of making smart choic-
es. 
 

Tallahassee 

The Pilot Club of Tallahassee along 
with the Anchors and Advisors from 
Chiles High School, Leon High 
School and Maclay School conduct-
ed the annual officer installation and 
recognition of senior Anchors and 
Advisors.  As the incoming officers 
were installed, they were given a 
rose and stated that they accepted 
their duties for the coming year.  
Senior Anchors received their  
Student Membership Letters and a 
sterling silver anchor charm  
bookmark.  The Anchor Advisors 
were presented gifts and  
Certificates of Appreciations and 
flowers for all that they do.  



HELMETS HELMETS HELMETS!!!  The Pensacola club is so excited about the delivery of 600 new helmets. We 
received a generous donation from a benefactor that allowed us to fill up our empty storage unit. The Community 
Foundation for Northern Virginia awarded our club with a $5,000.00 grant that was very quickly used to order  
helmets from Pro Rider Helmets out of Seattle, Washington. This supply of helmets should last us through the early 
summer.  
 
We try to participate in as many community events as possible to educate the public regarding brain safely and  
prevention of brain injuries.  Instructing the children and their parents on the proper way to fit a helmet, to wear a 
helmet and when it is time to replace a helmet and move up to a larger size. Over the past eight years the  
Pensacola Club has distributed approximately 4,000 helmets at various events. One of the most popular events is 
the “Back to School Bash” held in Pace, Florida in August each year. This event helps get school supplies  
sponsored for needy kids from local businesses in the community. Everyone has a blast including the pilot  
members.  So now that we have a new stock of helmets we can line up some events and move forward with getting 
those heads covered.   
 
Also at our 36

th
 Annual Pancake Festival on March 5

th
 the Pensacola Pilot Club received a donation from the  

Escambia County Sheriff’s office and Sheriff, David Morgan, for a requested amount of $4,000.00. The second 
grant will be used to place a second order for helmets to be used in the fall of this year for distribution at area fall 
festivals.  Look for reports and photos of these events.   
 
If anyone of our Pilot members from other clubs are going to be in the Pensacola area in June, we will be at Five 
Flags Speedway for “kid’s bike night” and we will be fitting and distributing free helmets before the race.  So if you 
are in town please come and enjoy the bike races and help spread the word about all the great things that Pilots 
due in the community. 

Pensacola 

Panama City 

The Pilot Club of Panama City's Anchor of the Month is Tara 
McCormick, president, Bay High School Anchor Club.  Tara 
is in the Bay High honors program, AICE, where she has  
already received her AICE diploma.  Tara has kept the  
Anchor Club active through her exuberant personality and 
energy. She has participated in all the activities asked of 
her from the sponsoring Pilot Club and always made sure 
that representatives from Bay High School were there to 
help.  Tara will be graduating this year and will be  
attending the University of Florida.  


