
Florida District Honors  

our 50 Year Members 

I am so excited about this special edition of the Wave!  Just think-50 plus years a 
Pilot! Oh, the stories they could tell! 
 
What were you doing 50+ years ago? Some of you were in high school, some 
were toddlers and some of you were non-existent. 
 
Do you realize that 50 years ago? 
 

*There were no cell phones 
*No PC computers 
*A Charlie Brown Christmas premiered 
*Gemini3 had the first 2-man crew (Grissom & Young) 
*Gemini 4 completed 62 orbits 
*Mariner sent first pictures of Mars 
*Campbell Soup introduced Spaghetti O’s 
*Peggy Fleming (age 16) wins US Women’s figure skating championship 
*Canada replaced the Union Jack with the maple leaf 
*”My Fair Lady” wins the 37th Academy Awards 
*The “Sound of Music” is released 
*April 5th was celebrated as Lava Lamp day 
* New York World’s Fair opened for the 2nd and last season 
* TGIFriday’s opened it’s first restaurant in New York City 
*First Subway opened in Connecticut 
*PI sold the first of a series of cookbooks “Cake Favorites” 
*PI President Vilda Shuman was the first president to visit Tokyo 
*PI adopted project HOPE and equipped a pediatric ward of the hospital 
ship HOPE 

        
This is just the tip of the iceberg. These special Pilots have certainly seen many 
changes, both good and bad, in the world and in Pilot and they certainly  
deserve to be honored. Our hats go off to them!!  We thank them for their many 
years of service to the Florida District and to Pilot International. 
 

Mary Jane McMillen, Governor 



Pilot Club of Jacksonville is honored and pleased 
to have had Bernice Jackson as an active  
member of our Club for 51 years, having been  
initiated in 1964.  Bernice has held most of our 
Club’s offices during her 51 years and served  
admirably as our President in two different  
decades.  She continues to participate fully in most 
of our activities and attends meetings  
regularly.   
 
Bernice said that what she has always valued most 
highly in her Pilot experience is the  
opportunity to meaningfully serve various  
segments of our community in a way that she could not accomplish as 
an individual.  She has always enjoyed helping people, especially the  
underprivileged.   Her career was in arranging and managing housing 
for  the needy. 
 
She has always lived in Jacksonville and is an ardent and devout  
Catholic who spends many hours each week in volunteer activities for 
her Church.  Bernice is extremely loyal to her friends, family and any 
organization she is a member of.  Reliability is one of her most  
admired qualities.   
 
Bernice is especially proud of her role in the organization of the Bishop 
Kenny Anchor Club in the 1960’s; this is the only one of our Anchor 
Clubs from that era which has been active from the Charter time 
through the present.  For many years Bernice chaired our Anchor Club 
Division.  
 
It was Pilot Club of Jacksonville’s pleasure to celebrate Bernice’s 50th 
anniversary at our August, 2014 meeting.  During 2013 we had a  
celebratory segment at our July meeting to honor her 90th birthday.   
 
Heartfelt gratitude to Bernice for 51 years of wonderful Pilot service 
and friendship!  

Bernice Jackson - Jacksonville 



Neona Bundrick Daugherty 
Port of Jacksonville 

Member Pilot International 1964-2015 

I was invited to become a member of the Pilot Club of 
Jacksonville, in 1964.  I later transferred my  
membership to the Port of Jacksonville Pilot Club in 
1968. 
 
The Pilot Club of Jacksonville was in process of  
organizing the Girls Club of Jacksonville, when I  
became a member. 
 
In 1969, I served as Marie Newton’s personal page at 
International  
Convention in Chicago.  In subsequent years, and  
until her retirement, I served as personal page to 
Dorothy Lewis, Executive Administrator Director of PI, at International 
Conventions. 
 
I attended numerous Pilot International and District Conventions. 
 
During my years in the Port of Jacksonville Pilot Club, I have participated 
in all fund raising projects and other projects.  I have served three years 
as President, two years as President-elect, Corresponding and Recording 
Secretary, Fund Raising Coordinator, Co-Chairman and Chairman of our 
Antique Show, Club PIF Representative.  In 1992-93, I served as NE  
Regional Lt. Governor, Florida District, and in 1997-98 was District  
Chaplain for Florida District. 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my 50 years in Pilot.  The Friendship and  
Service of the clubs in our Florida District and the many Pilots I met  
internationally will stay with me forever.  



Lois Hooker - Daytona Beach 

Originally from the New Smyrna Beach Pilot 
Club, of which the Pilot Club of Daytona 
Beach was the Mother club,  Lois Hooker 
has been a member of Pilot since 1963. Lois 
is a retired SRN(State Registered Nurse) 
from Tomoka Correctional Institution. In her 
early years she was a nurse in the United 
States Navy. She was an active member of 
the Order of the Eastern Star and a strong 
supporter of Easter Seals, having served as 
Director and Honorary Director of the Volusia/Flagler Counties Easter Seals 
for 20 years.  
 
Some of the Pilot offices Lois held are Past President of the former New 
Smyrna Beach Pilot Club, Past Florida District Governor from 1979-80, Past 
President of the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation from 1985-1986 and 
Past President of the Pilot Club of Daytona Beach 2000-01.  
 
Before becoming an Emeritus member in 2014, she was involved in our 
Opens Arms project. Open Arms is an assisted living home for mentally 
challenged adults. Lois was chair of this project. She and other members 
prepared a monthly birthday party with presents for the residents, a  
cookout during the summer and a Christmas party. Lois's sponsor was Jean 
Grady.  
 
Lois is now in North Carolina. At the moment she is in a nursing home in 
Hendersonville, NC. Her son is in the process of hopefully having her 
moved closer to him. To send her a card send it to her son's address - 126 
Fair Haven Drive Sylvia, NC 28779.  
 
Google Lois Hooker of New Smyrna Beach and you should find an article 
when Lois became our Governor. 



Dorothy Biegert - Zephyrhills 

It was The fateful year of 1963, John F. Kennedy was 
President and the Beatles were taking Britain by storm.  
The average income was $5,807, the cost of a house  
averaged $12,650, a new car $3,233 and a gallon of gas 
cost 29 cents. 
 
In 1963, Dorothy Biegert was married to the love of her 
life since 1947 and was working for the Tampa Coal  
Company. At that time she was invited by the Pilot Club of 
Tampa (chartered 1929) to learn about Pilot International 
and to consider becoming a charter member of the newly 
forming Bay Area of Tampa Club, which chartered that 

year, and she joined. Her classification was Accounting.  Thus commenced  
Dorothy’s true course of friendship and service for 52 years, so far.  
 
Dorothy recalls great times with the Bay Area Club.  They became known for their 
fundraiser, Bread Days, when they sold the memorable mini loaves of Wonder 
Bread.  They were operators of a cotton candy truck at the Florida State Fair.  
Members were trained to visit the Hillsborough Mental Hospital and the Ballista 
Oral Girls School, not for the faint of heart.  The club sponsored a horse at the 
Bakas Equestrian Center for the use of special needs riders.  In 1990,  
unfortunately, the Bay Area Club disbanded.  The seven remaining were invited to 
join the mother club, The PC of Tampa, and Dorothy continued, serving over her 
years as a Pilot in every office but the presidency.  
 
At some time in the 90’s the Pilot Club of Tampa disbanded.  Undeterred, Dorothy 
joined Judy Vendrick in the forming of the Pilot Club of Greater Tampa, which met 
in Wesley Chapel.  Sadly, that club only lasted a year and a half and it, too,  
disbanded.  Still faithful to the spirit of Pilot friendship and service, Dorothy then 
joined the Pilot Club of Zephyrhills (45 minutes from her home), where she is a 
vital and cherished member. 
 
Dorothy Biegert, longtime Tampa resident, certainly has had to stay full of resolve, 
flexibility and devotion to the Pilot ideals in order to continue her membership in 
Pilot.  We could not ask for better qualities in a new Pilot today and our Dorothy 
has maintained these for 52 years and counting!  



Lillian Cox - Tallahassee 

Lillian Todd Cox was born February 22, 1907 in Quincy Florida to Robert and  

Jennie Todd. She had one older sister, Melba. She graduated from Gadsden County 
High School and attended Florida State College for Women, where she was a  

member of Sigma Sigma Sorority.  She met her husband; the story goes, through 
her sister who was dating him.  He said later that he was waiting for Lillian to be 

old enough to date.  They married on November 4, 1925 and moved to Tallahassee 

Florida in 1939. She and her husband had one daughter, Carolyn.  Lillian worked in 
retail for 30 years and was a co-owner of Nelly’s shop on College Avenue at first, 

then owned and operated Lillian’s in 1957.  Her store was unique because of her 
“personal touch”.  Her clientele considered being high fashion, Lillian gave special 

attention to detail, and her customers were treated individually and always came 
back.  She retired and sold the store in 1976.  She set the standard for women to 

be business owners and the bar high in retail personalized service.  She was  

recognized in her community in 1973 and was honored by the American Business 
Women’s Association as the “Woman of the Year.” Lillian was very active in her 

community.  A member of First Baptist Church and many clubs and organizations and a life member of the  
Tallahassee Woman’s club for the past 60 years. 

 

Lillian was known as a petite Southern Belle with an iron will, and was a successful entrepreneur at a time when 
most women were stay-at-home moms.  Community involvement in women’s groups, such as the Garden Club,  

Pilot Club of Tallahassee, and a large circle of friends of all ages, who helped keep her active and socially involved 
in her later years, and maintaining the lush garden at her home has been her pride and joy. However, when her 

octogenarian daughter, Carolyn, became gravely ill, Lillian, then nearing 100, traveled to Texas to “bring her  
daughter home.”  She lovingly cared for her only child for two years, until Carolyn’s passing.  In February of 2007, 

Lillian celebrated her 100th birthday with a huge birthday party with more than four hundred family and friends.  

 
She lived for most of her life in Tallahassee, Florida, and drove her 1984 Sedan Deville around the neighborhood, 

before finally selling it in 2009. Lillian first got behind the wheel of her 1916 Model T in 1915, when she was only 8-
years old at the time. She reportedly said:  "I drove when I wasn't supposed to be driving. We were 8 or 9 years 

old." 

 
In April 2008, Barbara Walters in New York interviewed Mrs. Cox on a television special “Live to be 150.” They 

talked about what was the secret to a long life. In her interview she said to stay active, she only eats two meals a 
day and drinks water straight from the tap and no ice. She was also featured on Inside Edition for being the oldest 

licensed driver in Florida.  When asked how many tickets she has been given she replied, “One or two but I talked 

myself out of most of them”.  She is a beautiful woman with a great personality and is a skilled negotiator, always 
looking for the best bargain. 

 
Lillian earned the title “America’s Oldest Drive” back in 2008 at age 101.  At the time in 2008, she had renewed her 

license 3 months earlier; though it expired in 2011. In 2002, she drove her Sedan Deville from Tallahassee to  
Houston, Texas 3 to 5 times a year, aged 95 at the time.  Lillian drove her Sedan Deville for more than 28 years, 

and remembers back in her youth when gas only cost 15 cents a gallon.  She had one husband, a deceased  

daughter, Carolyn, and has three granddaughters.  Lillian remains in good health, eight years past her centenary. 
 

She moved to Meadows Place, Texas after her 103rd birthday.  For her 105th birthday the mayor, of Meadows 
Place, named February 22nd Lillian Cox Day.  Lillian is now 108 years of age and is an Emeritus member of the Pilot 

Club of Tallahassee.   

 
If you’d like to wish Lillian a Happy 109th Birthday on February 22nd, you can send her a card at Oasis 
Lifestyles 151A, 11919 W. Airport Blvd., Stafford, TX  77477  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tallahassee,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cadillac_Sedan_de_Ville
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Model_T
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Houston,_Texas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meadows_Place,_Texas


Mabel Huffman - Tallahassee 

I believe it was 1966 when I joined Pilot, and 
it was the Hialeah-Miami Springs Club.  I was 
President twice, and had the opportunity to 
attend many District and International  
conventions.  Enjoyed them tremendously.   
 
One of my enjoyments was honoring the 
members of the Hialeah-Miami Springs club 
that were in the club longer, by making up 
songs regarding them and their  
accomplishments, and having other members 
sing along with me.  It was terrific fun. Also 
like dressing up when I went to District  
conventions and presenting various areas of Pilot in their work throughout the 
World.  Especially remember Sierra Leone for some reason.   
 
Our club also invited the Anchors to our meetings, and presenting scholarships to 
the senior Anchors, and helped them with their fundraising.  I also brought in 8 or 
9 new Pilot members and that was a great joy to me.   
 
Had many speakers to our meetings, and one I remember well, was inviting the 
local district clubs to hear our then Congressman, Dante Fascell, talk about what 
was happening in Washington, DC.  That was a great turnout. 
 
Sorry I do not get involved with Tallahassee Pilot, but know that I am very proud 
of your accomplishments. 
 
Karol Schneider, 2012-2013 Pilot Club of Tallahassee president, presented Mabel 
with her 50-year PI and Florida District certificates and pin at our November 5, 
2012 club meeting.  Joining Mabel at the meeting were her daughter and  
granddaughter. 



Pilot Club of Fort Myers proudly presents our 50 year mem-
ber Fran Gresham.  Until a few years ago, Fran was an active 
club member.  Now she is only able to attend meetings 
when another member or relative brings her.   
She did attend our club's 60th Anniversary party.   
 
Fran and her sister, Bobbie Kite (deceased), who was also a 
Pilot, provided funds to pay off the Pilot Scholarship House 
at Florida Gulf Coast University in Lee County.  The house 
was named Gresham-Kite Scholarship House and presently 
is the only scholarship house on the campus. 

Fran Gresham - Fort Myers 



Anne Heyman - St. Augustine 

Anne is one of our 50+ years members.  Anne graduated 
from Wilson High School in Easton, PA and then went on 
t0 Stetson University and graduated with a degree in 
Journalism.  Anne had various jobs in her lifetime, but as 
we all know, she found a home with The Record for many 
a year.  Then she retired----for all of one week.  She and 
friends are now founders of the web site Totally St. 
Augustine.  And now she does the same thing AND MORE 
(but wearing her PJs as she reports).  Anne  
married the love of her life, Donnie, who is now aloft.  
She has four step-children, many grandchildren, and two 
cats. 
 
        Anne’s three favorite shows are Big Bang, NCISs, 
and The Good Wife.  And on her Bucket List is getting a 
condo in Cedar Key (as if that’s a surprise to any of us).  

Isn’t that her second home now? 
 
        If Anne could go back in history to lunch with anyone, besides her parents and 
Donnie, she would want to lunch with Barbara Bush. Wouldn’t you love to be a fly on 
the wall when those two power women sit and talk? 
 
        When it comes to Pilot and what Anne has done in Pilot, a list would be the  
easiest thing.  We have:  President, President-Elect, Secretary (many, many times), 
Activity Directors, Executive Board Directors, and Executive Board Secretary.  She 
has also been elected our Pilot Sweetheart in 1999.  On the District level, she was 
Editor of the WAVE. And on the International Level she was a guest speaker on P 
ublic Relations and your Newspaper when PI Convention was in Jacksonville.  She 
has Chaired many a committee such as luminaries, cookbooks, and has even been 
roasted for a fundraiser for the Club.  Anne has also started a Scholarship known as 
the Donnie Heymen Scholarship that is awarded to a deserving young man or  
woman in the field of carpentry/construction. The cash scholarship is given yearly to 
cover registration, books, or miscellaneous cost for their freshman year in college. 

 
THANK YOU, ANNE, for what you have done and will continue to do for our Pilot  
Organization. 



Nettie Ruth Brown - St. Augustine 

Nettie Ruth, or NRB to her friends, has been a member of Pilot 
since 1961 and has held the office of 
President. She has been Chairperson of 
the Education  
Committee so many times she has a real 
chair named after her somewhere in the 
Halls of Academia. Nettie graduated 
from Taylor H.S., earned her B.S. from 
Berry College and then on to Cornell for 
more studies. 
 
If Nettie isn’t watching the news or the 
Historical shows, she is then watching a 
movie.  Gold Woman (?) was the last 
movie NRB saw in a theatre. 
 
Bucket List items: Attending the Rose Bowl Activities, returning 
to Kennedy Center, and returning to Italy. 
 
Keeping with her interest of History, NRB would love to sit down 
and have lunch with Laura Bush. Wouldn’t that be interesting to 
hear? 
 
Nettie enjoys work with the youth of her community.  Especially 
to improve their life skills. Nettie has received three very pres-
tigious awards during her lifetime. First is the Berry 
College Distinguished Alumni Award; second is the Florida State 
Legislator 4-H Leadership Award; third is being placed in the 
National 4-H Hall of Fame. She has also won many other 
awards, but these three are dear to her heart. 
 
THANK YOU NETTIE for all you do. Not just for Pilot but for the 
community of St. Johns County. 


