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Message from our 
Governor

Springtime is here in Florida, a 
time of new beginnings – azaleas, 
dogwood, daylilies, strawberries, 
blueberries, asparagus, green 
lawns….you get the picture.

And with springtime, comes the 
Florida District Pilot Convention.  
This year we meet at the Daytona 
Shores Resort and Spa. I hope 
you are planning to attend. The 
site on the Atlantic Ocean beach 
is breath-taking. Each club may 
have three delegates participate in 
the business decisions of the 
District. I know you and your 
Clubs will come well informed 
and prepared to vote.

Full registration is $115, and now 
available on-line.  Registrations 
may also be mailed to Treasurer 
Barbara McKenzie, but must be 
post-marked by April 13, 2012. 
This year, the DEC, in an effort to 
save money, asks that you 
provide an e-mail address so that 

all information can be made 
available to you on-line.  You will 
receive meal tickets, name tags, 
and programs at the Convention 
site when you arrive.

Springtime is also the time to 
send updated membership rosters 
to Treasurer Barbara and 
Secretary Tammy Bursick so that 
we have an accurate record of 
how our District membership has 
grown this year. Club secretaries 
have been doing a good job this 
year of keeping us informed even 
when there were no changes.  
Thank you for that.

As your Clubs begin planning 
meetings for your new Pilot year, 
I encourage you to identify at 
least one activity that you would 
like to improve on this year to 
focus on Brain Health. There may 
also be an activity you just might 
need to eliminate to strengthen 
your Club unity.  Your DCR is 

here to help you in assessing your 
club’s focus.

Looking forward to summer, 
clubs need to be working their 
plans to fund that trip for their 
incoming President to attend the 
PI Convention and Leadership 
Conference in Las Vegas. District 
Officers arrive early in the week, 
whi le general membership 
workshops and activities begin 
later.  President Beverly Wilkes 
asks that Pilots wear red for her 
President’s Luncheon.

I n s t a l l a t i o n f o r i n c o m i n g 
President, Winnie Brewer will be 
a formal event. 
Evenings will be free to have an 
opportunity to attend shows in 
Vegas. Certain ones will share 
proceeds with Pilot International. 
Start planning now.

Virginia
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Governor Elect Rene’
 
It seems that spring is really 

here...just take a look at all the 
flowers blooming.  And it seems that 
District Convention is literally “just 
around the corner.”

Last weekend I attended the 
Anchor’s Convention in Kissimmee.  
Their theme was “Anchored in Love” 
and the energy level there was 
unbelievable!!!  This year the Anchors 
were introduced to Robert---Robert’s 
Rules of Procedure (of course).  Each 
year more and more parliamentary 
procedure is introduced into their 
Convention.  It was also announced 
at Convention that our very own 
Missy Ridgway will be the new 
Anchor Coordinator at the PI level.  
Congratulations to Missy!!!

  Please remember to print out 
your District Convention packets and 
bring them with to the Daytona 
Beach Resort & Spa.  From the last 
District Convention until now, it has 
been a whirlwind of meetings. From 
the PSHF meetings, Anchor meetings 
and individual Club meetings, I don’t 
think I had many weeks without 
traveling for Pilot.  My husband jokes 
that he has to make an appointment 
to see me on weekends.  I wand to 
thank all my eight Clubs and those 
Clubs that asked me to come visit 
them who weren’t assigned to me---
THANK YOU, THANK YOU & 
THANK YOU---for working out a 
schedule where I could visit your 
Clubs.  I really enjoyed visiting all of 
you. 

All the CLubs have been sent a 
Club roster by Barbara McKenzie, 
District Treasurer.  PLEASE, PLEASE 
& P L E A S E c h e c k o v e r t h e 
membership roster as this will save 
hours of work later.  This roster is the 
one that the Club dues will be based 
on, and is very important.

I can’t wait to see y’all again at 
Convention---so make plans to attend 
now!!!!!

 Rene’ Naughton                                                                                          

District Treasurer

It is time to register for District 
Convention.  We will be at the 
Daytona Beach Shores Resort and 
Spa April 27-29, 2012.  Registration is 
$ 11 5 p e r p e r s o n a n d c a n b e 
completed and paid online with a 
credit card or sent in by mail (forms 
are available on our website).   To 
save on costs of printing, we WILL 
NOT be mailing convention packets 
nor wil l you receive one at 
registration.  Convention packets 
have been emailed to club presidents, 
M e m b e r s a t L a r g e a n d p a s t 
Governors.  These packets will also 
be emailed to all members registered 
for convention prior to convention.  
Please print this information and 
bring it with you to convention.  
When you register at convention, you 
will receive your name badge,  meal 
tickets and convention program.                          
 For club members that 
registered early and were not sure if 
they were delegates, please let me 
know who the club delegates are.  
Remember each club is entitled to 3 
delegates.  

Club Rosters have been emailed 
to all clubs.  This information is 
based on what has been submitted to 
me from your clubs.  If members are 
not on this, please submit the 
appropriate paperwork and.or dues 
if necessary.  Please make any 
changes so they can be easily seen.  
Return the rosters to me either by 
mail or email by April 1.  We will use 
this information for awards at 
District Convention and your dues 
invoices will be sent based on this as 
well.  If you have no corrections, 
please send me an email stating this.                                               

I look forward to seeing you in 
Daytona.

Barbara McKenzie
Treasurer 

Lt Governor

It’s hard to believe that all the 
Wonderful Winter Holidays are over 
and that Spring will be here before 
we know it.  But while it’s still cool 
(maybe cold where you are) and I’m 
still in the holiday mood let me 
congratulate all clubs for the 
unbelievable Fall and Winter projects 
that I was able to attend.  I was awed 
by the time and dedication it took for 
the fund raising projects to come to 
fruition.  My club’s luminary project, 
in downtown St. Augustine, was 
rained out for the second year in a 
row.   I think we need to rethink!!

By the time this goes to print the 
DEC will have met to continue 
planning and finalizing District 
Convention.  Remember convention 
is April 27-29 at Daytona Beach 
Shores.  It would be a huge 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t t o h a v e a 
representative and delegates from 
every club attend.

It will soon be time to think 
about slates of new officers, new 
projects, and plans of work.  My hope 
is that every c lub has many 
volunteers for all offices, lots of new 
ideas and continued success with 
increasing membership.   We are a 
great organization, with great people, 
doing great things. 

A g a i n t h a n k y o u f o r t h e 
opportunity to be a Lt. Governor for 
the Florida District.  Keep the glass 
half full and thanks for all you do.

Sara Hetherington                                                                                                                       
Lt Governor
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                    WHAT AM I?

I am seldom considered, though I do more to 
influence everything about you than virtually 
any one thing in your life.  I often control the time 
you get up in the morning, the time you go to 
sleep, what you eat and drink and the very 
thought that runs through your head. I can make 
you happy or sad, loving or hateful, cheerful or 
remorseful, congenial or spiteful and in doing so, 
control the very capacity that you have for 
success. 
 No, you don’t often think of me instead 
you blame the problem I create on the 
shortcoming of others, or the state of the 
economy, or your family or a million other 
reasons. Often at times unable to find anyone 
else to blame you look for shortcomings within 
yourself on which to lay the blame. 
 When my impact on your life fully is 
considered in your every thought and action, 
when you are mindful of my awesome power, 
when you nurture and groom me for positive use 
in your life, I can become more contagious than 
the most prolific disease ever witnessed by man. 
My influence will spread to every person you 
come in contact with. 
 Groomed and nurtured in a positive 
manner there will be no person or obstacle that 
can stand in the way of my success or fail to be 
impacted for the better.  I Am Your Attitude.

Pat Furr, Chaplain    
                                                                                       

PILOT SCHOLARSHIP HOUSE FOUNDATION                  
                                                                                              
Picking up from where I left off in the last issue of the 

Governor’s Bulletin with comments from some of the 
girls living in the Scholarship Houses and what it means 
to them.  I want to share with all of you the thoughts of 
Candice, House Manager living in the Gresham-Kite 
House at Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU).

Candice Sessa, House Manager:  Every time that 
someone asks me about where I live I always have a hard 
time explaining exactly what the scholarship is. Is it a 
dorm? Is it a sorority house? Is it a club house? It’s none 
of these things; the scholarship house is my home away 
from home.

The scholarship house is a home.  Our living room 
has several loved couches and a TV that has probably             

seen better days, but full of memories from girls that 
live here now and the girls that used to live here.  My 
favorite part of the scholarship house would have to be 
our kitchen.  The kitchen is the hub of the house and is a 

focal point for bonding.  Maybe it’s the fact that everyone 
is a little happier when they are eating, or maybe we like 
to pretend that we can cook, but the kitchen is where I 
have made my favorite memories.  There are many 
nights of laughter and food that I will never forget and 
are now ebbed into those kitchen walls.

This past year I became the House Manager for the 
house and it has been one of the greatest learning 
experiences for me.  I have learned how to be a mom, a 
leader, a friend, and a housemate all at the same time.  At 
first I wasn’t sure if I would be the right girl for the job, 
but through my experiences I have learned to better 
juggle all these roles, and find out what it means to truly 
care about something in an unselfish way.  Every day I 
am constantly thinking about the house and the girls and 
how lucky I am to be able to serve them as their House 
Manager.

My favorite thing about the scholarship house is not 
the dinners, but all of the wonderful girls that live here.  
The girls that live in the scholarship are driven, 
ambitious, generous, and down to earth.  Every day I am 
reminded of how blessed I am to live with girls that 
continuously uplift me when I’m having a rough day.  
Even when things in the house get stressful, at the end 
day, I know these girls are there for me when I need it 
and I am there for them when they need it. These lovely 
ladies are more than peers, housemates, or even 
roommates.  These are my sisters.

And so, my dear Pilots, thank you for all of your 
generosity and hard work. Please know that your efforts 
are appreciated, and it would probably take the rest of 
my college career to finish saying how thankful I am for 
you.

After reading all the comments from the scholarship 
girls in our three houses, it should certainly make each 
and everyone proud to be a Pilot for the opportunity that 
we are providing them for their future.

 
Linda Hessler 
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Happy Spring Florida Pilots!  
 W h a t b e t t e r t i m e t o 
celebrate Pilot friendships than at 
District Convention!  I hope you’ll 
encourage those new Pilots you 
brought into the club in March to 
attend convention!  Make sure you 
befriend someone new while you 
are there, too.  You never know 
what a positive impact that person

could make in your life.  To quote John Hay, “Friends 
are the sunshine of life.”  Enjoy being with other Pilots 
and have fun together, but also share Pilot stories, 
projects, and fundraisers to get new ideas for your 
club.  Attend your district workshops and learn all you 
can.  Meet your new district  (Continued on page 4)
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(ECR article continued)  
                                                                                                                 

district officers and appointees, for they can be great   
resources of information and inspiration to you and your 
club!  Pilots who attend a convention for the very first 
time are usually amazed as a “wider world of Pilot” is 
revealed to them! 

I hope you’re planning on attending the upcoming 
Pilot International Annual Convention and Leadership 
Conference in Las Vegas, July 16-18, 2012.  There will be 
beneficial training for Club Presidents and Presidents 
Elect.    As you elect your new club officers for the coming 
year,  make sure you have transition meetings from the 
old to the new officers so that useful information can be 
passed along.  It is also helpful to “train” your appointees 
in their responsibilities.  More job descriptions are being 
provided in the Club and District Manuals for appointee 
positions.  Use these resources to make their jobs easier 
and more productive.

Remember, too, our Pilot friends who are unable to 
attend district or international conventions.  Provide an 
informative report after convention, with pictures and 
handouts, if possible, so that all members have access to 
the new information and ideas presented.  Encourage 
Pilots to access information after the international 
c o n v e n t i o n t h r o u g h o u r P I W e b s i t e a t 
www.pilotinternational.org.

It’s never too early to be looking ahead to your club 
plans for the coming year.  Does your club have a 
strategic plan in place?  Have you reviewed and updated 
it? Have you set a goal for growth in membership?  As 
your club starts to create your Plans of Work for the 
coming year, make sure you are evaluating your current 
projects and fundraisers.  Do you have too many?  Not 
enough?  Are they effective?  Do you need to address 
some new needs in your community?  Do your efforts in 
membership growth need to be up-scaled?  Are you 
addressing the five divisions (Membership, Leadership, 
Projects,  Fundraising, and Anchor) through active 
committee assignments?  As you make critical decisions 
for the future of your club, remain focused on the mission 
of Pilot and on your purpose for service in the 
community.  Let this drive the work of your club.

I look forward to seeing many of you soon at your 
District Convention in Daytona.

In Pilot Friendship and Service,

Shannon
Shannon Clegg, PI Director
Florida District ECR

Hello Pilots!  IT’S APRIL!!   Why is April so special? 
We have spring time, Palm Sunday, Good Friday, 
Passover, Easter and of course, District Convention. At 

District Convention, we have the opportunity to bring the 
Florida District up to a 250 District! We are close… just a 
little bit more to go!  I would like to thank all of our clubs 
and members that are already $250’s.  You are truly an 
asset to the Pilot International Foundation. More than just 
funding grants and scholarships, the Foundation has the 
potential to become a well-known advocate for the 
research and prevention of brain-related disorders, as 
well as the care of those already suffering from brain-
related disorders and disabilities all because of your 
unselfish donations.

We are coming up on the Bake-less Bake-Sale.  Here’s 
how we bring up Florida District to be a 250 District.  Just 
make your donation to PIF, we will be selling imaginary 
cookies and cakes and pies and breads! Any dessert you 
just cannot live without… I will sell it to you WITH OUT 
THE CALORIES! I asked that every President (or a 
representative of your club) collect the donations from 
each member that is not attending so they can be part of 
the drawing as well.   Just remember, put your name and 
club on the envelope with your donation. This will be 
your entry form into the drawing for a VERY SPECIAL 
PRIZE!   Here is a hint: 2 words: cake plate. For anyone 
that donates $100 or more, they will be entered into a 
drawing for a VERY, VERY, SPECIAL PRIZE! Here is a 
hint: 2 words: Pampered Chef.

Are you planning to go to the 2012 PI/PIF Annual 
Convention in Las Vegas in July? The registration forms 
are on line now. I hope to see everyone there as we install 
our very own- Winnie Brewer as PI President!    

I am so excited to see all of you, my Pilot Sisters and 
Brothers! I hope you will come to these upcoming events 

and show how proud a Pilot you are!                 
Barbara                                                                             
FL District PIF Rep
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ANNOUNCEMENT:   The Pilot International 
Foundation fund raising activity leaves NOTHING 
behind in Vegas. $10,000 in prizes will be given away.  
And 10% of net proceeds will be awarded equally 
among all participating Pilot Districts.   Let’s get 
started.  A $20 donation = 1 entry; $50 donation = 4 
entries and $100 donation – 10 entries. Anyone can 
participate –Pilots, family, friends, co-workers, etc.

Prizes include 2 for $250; 1 for $500; 4 for $750; 1 for 
$1000; and 1 Grand Prize of $5,000.  You need not be 
present to win.

The three Pilot Districts and the three Pilot Clubs 
with the highest total in donations on or before June 
15 will have their name entered into the drawing one 
additional time!

D o n a t i o n s c a n b e m a d e o n - l i n e a t 
www.pilotinternational.org, then click on DONATE.  
Forms will also be available on our website for 
faxing or mailing.

http://www.pilotinternational.org
http://www.pilotinternational.org
http://www.pilotinternational.org
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