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FLORIDA DISTRICT 
GOVERNOR’S BULLETIN

Words from our Governor
Dear Pilots,
 
Thank you, 
thank you, 
thank you 
for allowing 
m e t o b e 
y o u r 
G o v e r n o r 
t h i s p a s t 
year, it truly 
w a s a 

wonderful year.  Over this year, we 
grew in number, had training 
s e s s i o n s , F o u n d e r ’ s D a y 
Celebrations, created a Florida 
Prayer Board, chartered a new Pilot 
Club (and will charter a second), had 
successful projects on the District 
level, and most of  all, we had FUN.

I hope by now everyone has 
made their reservations to attend 
Pilot International (PI) Annual 
Conven t ion and Leade r sh ip 
Conference in New Orleans this 
July.  There will be many wonderful 
workshops to attend and friendships 
to be renewed.  And don’t forget, we 
need to be there to support our own 
Winnie (and our Executive Council 
Representative (ECR) Judy).

Our “journey” was well worth 
the struggles.  We crossed the 
“Bridge” together as Pilots and 
arrived on the other side.  Now is 
the time to regroup our resources 
and continue to “pay it forward” for 
our communities and PI.  There will 
always be another “Bridge” to cross, 
but the first one is always the 
hardest; and we traveled it together.

I want to thank the Pilots, 
Appointees, Officers, and our ECR 
Judy for all your help this year.    

Without y’all there would be no 
Pilot.

If you ever need me, remember, 
I am only an email away.............

We ARE Bridging the Gap one step at a 
time..........

Rene’

CHAPLAIN

THERE'S ALWAYS A TIME
 There is a TIME to be BORN and 

a TIME to DIE.
A TIME to LAUGH and a TIME 

to CRY.
A TIME to RUN and a TIME to 

go SLOW.
A TIME to STOP and a TIME to 

GO-----
And a TIME to BEGIN and a 

TIME to QUIT
and something tells me

that THIS is "IT".
 Thank you for allowing me to be 

your DISTRICT CHAPLAIN this past 
PILOT year.

I have enjoyed it so much and took 
immense pride in telling everyone I met 
that I was the chaplain for the Florida 
District.   All my friends were very 
impressed.   This opportunity brought 
me back to the library both in 
Gainesville and church.   It was a 
learning experience that I will  always 
treasure.

You will always remain in my heart 
and prayers.

In Pilot Love,                                                   
Jackie Klein 
jacquelineklein@bellsouth.net

 

GOVERNOR
Rene’ Naughton                        
Pilot Club of St. Augustine             
renenaughton@yahoo.com

GOVERNOR ELECT
Barbara McKenzie                   
Pilot Club of St. Lucie County      
bmckenzie0624@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Claire Mikko                             
Pilot Club of Tallahassee              
bikndon@comcast.net

TREASURER
Terry Steffey                           
Pilot Club of Miami                    
tgsteffey@aol.com  

LT. GOVERNOR                       
Sara Hetherington                       
Pilot Club of St. Augustine             
lhether3@aol.com

LT. GOVERNOR            
Barbara Keck                        
Pilot Club of SE Florida            
barbarakeck@yahoo.com

LT. GOVERNOR                   
Maryland Peterson                        
Gulf to Lakes Pilot Club       
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
REPRESENTATIVE (ECR) 
Judy Langley                        
Pilot Club of Darlington, SC 
judy.langley99@yahoo.com or 
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Executive Committee Representative (ECR) Judy Langley, 
Pilot International President Elect

    Communication can be defined as the exchange of information. With Pilot International, 
as with any organization, communication is critical to success. Pilot International has much 
information to share with its member, and we always welcome information from you and 
your clubs.  Many thanks to you for sharing information most recently through the Strategic 
Planning Survey and the Club Annual Report.   In order to provide more accurate exchange 
of information, each club is asked to complete the Annual Club Membership Report, using 
the newest revised version which can be found online.  Please note that this form has 
recently been updated since first including it in the Club Manual, so please use the online 
version.  It is imperative that Pilot International has current contact information for each 

member in order to efficiently and effectively promote member awareness and services throughout the organization.  
Please remember that this report is due to PI Headquarters on or before July 1st.   
As members of Pilot International, it is our responsibility to read and share the monthly communications from Pilot 
International Headquarters and to encourage everyone to sign up for Constant Contact via the Pilot International 
website. This will aid our members in keeping up with all the great things that are happening with Pilot. Be sure to go 
to the Media tab on the website where you can download not only the Branding Standards Guide itself but also all of 
the new logos and fonts in various file formats. We are actively working on new marketing materials for club and new 
member use.  We encourage members to use the Pilot International Headquarters Facebook page as most of the 
information that is distributed via Constant Contact is posted there as well, along with pictures and information from 
Pilots across the country. Be on the lookout for Constant Contact messages reminding everyone about the exciting 
events and fundraisers we have arranged for attendees at the 2013 Pilot International Annual Convention and 
Leadership Conference in New Orleans.  We are going to publish a newsletter several times during convention and 
there will be other opportunities for people to participate in interactive communications while in New Orleans.  If 
you are interested in any of  these, be sure to sign up during registration.

Realizing that all of our members do not have the capability to embrace the new technology, we depend upon you to 
help us to make sure that every member is provided with current information regarding our organization. Sincere 
thanks to our Governors whose duty it is to share information from the updated District Manual and to our Club 
Presidents whose responsibility it is to disseminate information from the updated Club Manual and all 
communications from Pilot International.  Many clubs effectively use their Club Newsletter, Facebook page, or 
website to keep members informed, while others continue to use email or contact members through phone calls or 
text messages regarding important information.  Never overlook the value of face-to-face communication, for that is 
where we build our relationships and understanding.  As Jada Pinkett Smith states, “…communication is the best way 
to create strong relationships.”

Hope to see you in New Orleans!

Because I care,

Judy
judy.langley99@yahoo.com 
1286 Holland Road
Summerton, SC 29148
803-478-7515 (home)
843-617-0689 (cell) 

GOVERNOR’S BULLETIN

DATES TO REMEMBER
         July 1 - Installation of  Club Officers  

deadline date                                                                            
July 1 - PI and District Dues payable                   

not later than this date                                                               

July 10-14 - PI Annual Convention 
and Leadership Conference    

New Orleans Sheraton                                                                                                       
July 31 - Treasurer delivers books to Audit Chair 

(Club and District)                                       
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Governor Elect Barbara McKenzie
 
 Hello Pilots!

This being the last issue of this year, I want to thank Governor Rene’ for her leadership this past year.  It has been an 
honor to serve with you and all of  the members of  this DAC.

Congratulations to Miami Springs Anchor Club as being named the Pilot International Anchor Club of the year.  Great 
job!!!!  Also Congratulations to LPA Anchor Club member Amanda Corrick, and John Carroll Anchor Club member 
Amanda Ortiz for being selected as 2 of the 4 interns chosen to participate in the 1st Annual Anchor Leadership Summit 
in New Orleans.  These two anchors will assist convention staff behind the scenes as well as participate in all of the 
Anchor activities planned.

Thank you to all  of the Florida Pilots that donated so that all 7 Florida District Anchor Officers can attend the Leadership 
Summit in New Orleans.  Including the officers and interns we will have at least 14 Anchors attending…..

Each Pilot Club will be assigned a member of the 2013 – 2014 DAC as their District Committee Representative.  The 
DCR will be in contact with the President and President Elects in the near future, if not already, and throughout the year.  
Please share any information from them with your club members.  If you need any questions answered or have any 
concerns please ask your DCR for help.

I hope many of you are planning on attending the Pilot International Convention and Leadership Conference.  A lot of 
fun events are planned as well as the business of  our organization and many workshops to help our District and clubs.  

Thank you Florida District Pilots for Bridging the Gap in 2012 – 2013 and I am looking forward to working with all of 
you as we Focus on Pilot in 2013 – 2014.

Barbara

SECRETARY

 What a great year it has been.  It has been a 
pleasure serving as your District Secretary this past year.  
I would like to thank Governor Rene’ for appointing me 
as the District Secretary this past year.  As you know, 
being appointed Secretary is now a thing of the past - I’m 
at the end of the era!  The knowledge I gained being on 
the District Administrative Council (DAC) was truly a 
great experience. Not only did this year give me the 
opportunity to meet new Pilots and get to know you 
better, but I continued to learn more about the Pilot whys 
and whats.  
 If you are ever asked to move up within your 
own club and/or into the District Pilots, go ahead and do 
it. You will learn so much more about Pilot. Plus you will 
be making stronger friendships and many more 
memories.
 On our website, at the Convention/ Council link, 
you will find the minutes from the 2013 District 
Convention; in the Workshops link, I’ve posted the Pilot 
Ambassador and Leadership Powerpoints; and, the 
updated Standing Rules have been posted at the Policies/
Procedures link.

 If there’s anything I can do to help you with 
Pilot information, questions or concerns, please let me 
know.

See you in New Orleans!

Bridging the Gap,   

Claire

PILOT	  INTERNATIONAL	  MISSION	  STATEMENT:

To	  serve	  by	  furthering	  

Pilot	  International’s	  

humanitarian	  efforts	  

through	  charitable,	  education,	  

and	  research	  programs	  
in	  communities	  throughout	  

the	  world.
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PARLIAMENTARIAN INFORMATION

IRS UPDATE

As you may recall, Pilot International (PI) received its 501(c)(3) not-for-profit, tax exempt organization status from the IRS 
and thus has merged PI and the PI Foundation (PIF) into one organization.   This allows donations made to Pilot 
International to be tax deductible to the donor.  If you or your club make a donation to Pilot International  for scholarships, 
grants, memorials, etc., please make your checks payable to Pilot International (not PIF).  You will still  be given credit for the 
tax deductible donation. PIF no longer exists.

On the local and district level, PI has applied to the IRS for a group exemption for all of the Pilot Clubs and Pilot Districts.  
This means that PI is asking the IRS to consider all  Pilot Clubs to be 501(c)(3) organizations.  Most clubs right now are 
considered 501(c)(4)'s which are non-profit organizations but are not tax exempt for purposes of  federal income tax or
property taxes.  The true benefit to a club if approved as a 501(c)(3) is that donations made to the club would be deductible 
charitable donations to the donor.  This hopefully would open up more opportunities for sponsorships and grants on the 
local level.

One thing that club members get confused on is that each Pilot Club is registered as its own corporation.  Each club has its 
own tax identification number.  Each club files its own 990 tax form and its own annual filing with the State of Florida.  
This will continue even if the IRS approves the group exemption.  Each club will still remain its own corporation and will 
have to file its corporation documents.  The group exemption application is simply so that each club does not have to 
individually apply to change from 501(c)(4) to 501(c)(3).  This will not merge all the Pilot Clubs under Pilot International.  It 
will not give PI any control over your funds.  Your club will still set its own budget, do its own fundraising, and spend its 
money on the projects that your club members approve.

Although PI submitted the group exemption several months ago, the IRS has a back log of applications.  We are waiting on 
the IRS to assign an EOS (exempt organization specialist).  We do not know when that specialist will be assigned.  Once a 
specialist is assigned, that specialist will  review the application, request additional documentation, and eventually issue a 
determination.  PI headquarters staff hope to have an update for you at the Pilot International Leadership Conference in 
New Orleans.

Charlotte

ANCHOR 
CO-COORDINATOR

On behalf of the FL District Anchor Officers, I would once again like to express my gratitude to each Pilot and Pilot Club that 
made a donation towards the expenses of sending all 7 Officers to the First Annual International Anchor Summit in July.  The FL 
Anchors are truly blessed to have the FL Pilots as their “Adopted Moms”!!!

I would like to send out a challenge to all Pilot Clubs as you are working on your 2013-2014 Plan of Works and Budgets.  Have you 
ever thought about adding some funding for Anchors into your annual budget?  It is a GREAT way to make sure you always have 
them in your annual plan and don’t let the year slip by and forget to show your support.  This could be a fund to support your 
Club’s sponsored Anchor Club in some way or if you don’t sponsor a club, then you can always support your District similar to the 
funding we just recently had to send the Officers to the Anchor Summit.  If you sponsor an Anchor Club, have you ever thought 
of doing something special for the Advisor?  You could include a stipend into your budget each year to pay out at the close of the 
year as a Thank You for their hard work and support of the Anchor Club or even buy an gift card to present to them.  Your 
Anchor Club is ONLY as good as the Advisor so we need to show our love and support to them as well.  

I hope you consider these thoughts and possibly put a few into action with your 

Missy Ridgway
Pilot International Anchor Coordinator
mhridgway@gmail.com

mailto:mhridgway@gmail.com
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Lt. GOVERNORS

Thank you Florida District for 
the opportunity I have had to serve 
as your Lt. Govenor for the past 
two years. I have met so many 
wonderful Pilots and experienced 
so many wonderful activities.  All 
c lubs, mine or another Lt . 
Governors’ should be proud of 
what you do.   Thank you for all the 
support I've received for my 
brother and his brain tumor.   He is 
doing well and will be spending the 
entire summer with Tom and me in 
beautiful East Palatka. 

All clubs should have their new 
slate of officers and completed the 
paper work for District and PI.   I 
wish you all  well.   This is such a 
wonderful time to have new and 
inventive fund raisers, new projects 
and a whole new hope for Pilot 
International and its success.

I'm looking forward to New 
Orleans.   This is Winnie's huge 
HURRAH and we need to support 
her.   Good luck to Judy as she 
transitions to her new job.   I will 
stay in touch as well as I can with all 
clubs.

Pilot~ I am so glad to be a part 
of  you.

Thanks for all you do.
 
In Pilot Love,

Sara

It has been a very busy year for 
the DEC and I have enjoyed 
spending time with a great team of 
leaders.  I wish the best for the new 
board coming in. The Conventions 
and Fall Council have so much to 
offer each Pilot, it seems not fair 
when so many can't attend.  With 
all the new technology our venues 
will change drastically in the future

Rene’ has been an outstanding 
Governor and has kept all of us on 
our toes all  year long.    Kudos to 
you, Rene’, and enjoy being home 
and having more time with your 
family.

Maryland

FLORIDA PILOTS ARE 
AWESOME!

What an exciting year we have 
had! I learned so much from all of 
you. I have been honored to serve 
my District as Lt Governor and will 
continue to serve again next year.  I 
would like to thank each of my 
clubs for their support. Fort 
Lauderdale, Space Coast, Titusville, 
West Volusia, Treasure Coast, St 
Lucie Co – Thank you!

As our year comes to an end, I 
hope all your goals have been met 
and your plans are in motion for a 
productive next year. The DAC is 
preparing to travel to Gainesville to 
plan the District’s next year.  If you 
need any help with your planning, 
please contact me.

Are you ready to go to New 
Orleans? The workshops look 
exciting and the excursions look like 
a lot of fun, too! I will see you 
there!

Bridge the Gap,

Barbara K.

DISTRICT PILOT 
INTERNATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

TRUFFLES the PIGG here one 
more time, what a fun year this has 
been and our Florida District 
Convention topped it all  off nicely!  
It was so great to see so many of 
my Florida Pilot Pigg friends 
dressed in their New Orleans Mardi 
Gras finest.  And, my, my, they 
seem to have been fed very well.  
The District Lt. Governors judged 
the entries and congratulations to 
Pilot Club of Miami, 3rd Place, 
Pilot Club of Marianna, 2nd Place 
and Pilot Club of Pensacola, 1st 
place, very creative outfits from all 
our participants!  Also, I am so 
happy to report that we not only 
met Governor Rene's goal of 

$8,000 for Pilot International Goals 
for Grants & Scholarsh ips, 
(Founders Fund)  but we exceeded 
it by by $2,090.14 for a total of 
$10,090.14.  All in all it has been a 
successful year with this goal being 
exceeded, four grants applied for 
and awarded and two scholarships 
requested that we will  be receiving 
news on in June. Well done Florida 
D i s t r i c t P i l o t s , y o u a r e 
TERRIFIC!!!  Thanks for the 
memories... 

In Pilot Friendship and Service,

Truffles and Pat Furr
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