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          GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE 

FLORIDA DISTRICT

GOVERNOR ELECT
  You will hear from everyone about 
the Convention in New Orleans and 
yes,it was a great time with lots of 
new information. 
    In this first issue of the Governor’s 
bulletin I would like to speak to you 
as your Media Appointee.  We have 
many opportunities this year to 
connect with the District.
   First:  Please visit us at 
www. pilotflorida.org to find all of the 
writable forms that your Club will 
need this year. These forms can be 
saved and sent to whoever needs 
them.  If money is involved then you 
can fill it out and print.  This is still 
a work in progress, but we have a 
good start.
   Second:  Please like us on 
Facebook.  You will find us at Florida 
District Pilot International.  If your 
Club would like something posted 
to the District site, please send it to 
me, as a PDF and I will post it for 
you.  This might include your Club 
newsletter or an upcoming event.
   Third:  Please encourage all of 
your members to sign up for Florida 
District Constant Contact.  We will 
be using this to provide 
information throughout the year.  
Once again this is for all Clubs.  If 
you want something sent to all 
members signed up for Constant 
Contact to receive news or 
upcoming events of your Club 
please send to me as well. I get 
many newsletters, if you want it 
posted please tell me.
   You will find the links to each of 
these on the cover page of this
Governor’s Bulletin.
Focusing on Pilot,

Nancy Bierema, Governor Elect
flpilotnancy@gmail.com

Dear Florida Pilots

What a great time we had in New Orleans at the Pilot International Convention 
and Leadership Conference.  We conducted the business of our 
organization, attended workshops and watched our 2013 - 2014 
leadership team be installed.  I am proud to say all clubs from the Florida 
District were represented with delegates.  Florida was mentioned several 
times in Council of Leaders for the way we are doing things such as 
constant contact and for having the necessary forms in writable format on 
our website.  We welcome, Pilot International Treasurer, Karen Cupit as 
our 2013 - 2014 ECR.  We look forward to working with her this coming 
year.

Several new initiatives were introduced.  Your club delegate will be 
sharing this information with you.  Your Florida District Officers are learning 
how to implement these new initiatives just as you are.  As more information 
is received we will forward this information to you and post on our website.

Several of our Florida Anchors attended the 1st Annual Anchor 
Leadership Summit held during the Pilot International Convention.  Pilots, 
they represented us well.  We are so very proud of all of you.  They even 
sang "It’s a Small World" in Japanese.2

Back at home, your District Officers are busy preparing for club visits 
and planning Fall Council.  In case you missed the pink ladies at PI, they 
will be making an encore performance in Ocala November 1 - 3, 2013 
as the theme of Fall Council is "Grease is Word".  We will be having the 
trick or treat auction by the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation, several 
exciting workshops, a lip sync contest complete with prizes, our annual 
holiday themed centerpiece auction also with prizes, and a sock hop on 
Saturday Night with the "Amazzing Steele Drum Ensemble".  More detailed 
information to follow via constant contact and Facebook.  We hope to see 
you all there.

If I, or any of the Florida District Officers can assist you in anyway do 
not hesitate to contact us.

Focusing on Pilot,

Barbara McKenzie, Governor
bmckenzie0624@gmail.com
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Couldn’t you feel the excitement in New 
Orleans?  Yes, there was excitement in New 
Orleans as we heard about new programs 
and initiatives, elected new officers, and 
listened to great speakers.  I wish everyone 
could have been there.

It was an honor for me to be elected as 
the 2013-2014 Pilot International Treasurer. 
I was thrilled to be named as the Executive 
Committee Representative (ECR) for Florida 
and Tennessee districts.  It will be my first 
time to serve in this role, and I look forward 
to it.

Let me briefly introduce myself to you.  
I live in the northeast part of Louisiana in a 
community called Crowville.  Often, I describe 
my home as “along I-20” which is true as I 
travel that interstate almost daily.  I work in 
Monroe which is approximately fifty miles 
from my home.  I am the assistant treasurer 
for the Ouachita Parish Police Jury.  (OK, 
that’s pronounced “Wash-it-aw” and no, we 
don’t have any police officers.  It’s just the 
name for the form of government in the parish 
– or county to everyone else.)

I started my career here while studying 
accounting at Northeast Louisiana University.  
That was twenty years ago, and I am still here.  
It was just after college that I heard of Pilot for 
the first time.  My dad’s cousin was a Pilot and 
her children became Anchors.  She invited me 
to a Pilot meeting because she knew I had a 
background in youth service organizations.  It 
was actually a few years later that I actually 
became a Pilot myself.  I can say that there’s 
been no turning back.  I am excited to take on 
new roles and responsibilities as I continue to 
serve in this organization.

As we serve this year, let us think about 
how we can do more, care more and be 
more.  The goal is attainable and can take us 
on an incredible journey.  Let’s go together 
and share the excitement.     

 Karen 

Dear Fellow Pilots
I am so honored and pleased to have been chosen as your District 

Secretary for this coming year and to have made history as being the 
1st ELECTED secretary in our District.  In order to be as efficient as 
possible in this new position please remember to email me monthly 
of any changes in your membership especially if there are changes 
to email addresses.  Also please send an email each month even if 
there are no changes.  My email address is mj419mc@aol.com.

I look forward to hearing from you all and I also look forward with 
eager anticipation of greater things to come.

Focusing on Pilot
Mary Jane McMillen
District Secretary

OUR DISTRICT SECRETARY



FROM OUR PI PRESIDENT

NEWS FROM THE TREASURER
Hurray and Congratulations!!!  All of the Florida District Clubs have paid their dues and sent in the up to date 

membership roosters.  Thank you so very much. 
Treasurers and Secretaries please remember to drop Mary Jane and I an email by the 15th of each month 

letting us know of any membership changes and if you have no membership changes just an email stating “No 
Changes”.  This way we can be on top of the membership rooster for the District.  With Your help we can make this 
a very simple procedure.  

We are all looking forward to a great year while we focus on Pilot and Anchor.  I am certain that with the 
Amazing ladies and gentlemen that make up the Florida District we can succeed beyond our wildest dreams.

If there is ever anything I can assist you or club with, please let me know. 
I am here to serve you, thank you for allowing me to be your District Treasurer of 2013-2014. 
As we Focus on Pilot and Anchor,

Terry Steffey 
Pilot Club of Miami, Inc. 
Florida District Pilot International Treasurer 2013-2014

What an honor to be installed as 2013-2014 Pilot International President and to follow Florida’s own Winnie Brewer 
in this leadership role.  It was a great joy to serve as Florida’s Executive Committee Representative last year and get to 
know many of you better. 

Service has always been a large part of my life. My parents, teachers, as well as leaders in Girl Scouts, Anchor Club, 
and Pilot International have all impacted my life and encouraged me to strive to do more for others.   

As Pilot International President, my goals for the coming year are lofty but attainable.  As a global community of Pilots 
and Anchors, we can accomplish great things! 

The first goal is to successfully launch the new initiatives in the Triple Target Areas of Anchor Youth Development and 
Leadership, Brain Safety and Fitness, and Caring for Families in Times of Need.  These initiatives will provide clubs with 
fresh avenues for service.  Pilot International will provide the materials needed to implement the new initiatives such as:

 “Dreams Ahead” to support Anchors and youth, 
“Think Happy. Be Happy. Be Brain Fit!” to promote mental fitness, and 
“Pick Me Ups” to support caregivers in our communities.  
I know you will be excited to join me in celebrating the first International Care and Kindness Week beginning 

November 11th. 
The second goal is to grow Pilot by adding at least twenty new clubs.  As Pilots, we must be responsible not only for 

our finances but also for our membership.  It is our responsibility to talk Pilot at every opportunity and make every effort 
to gain new members and clubs.  James Cash Penny stated, “Growth is never by mere chance; it is the result of forces 
working together.”  

The third goal is to improve our connection with clubs so members feel a viable part of Pilot International. In this 
effort, we are striving to provide better communications for our members and the public through our enhanced website.  
You can help with this connection by encouraging members to join Constant Contact and providing current information 
to members who have limited access to computers. We are also committed to providing more resources for our clubs. 
We hope to increase the number of forms that can be submitted online, and we are striving to use the most user-friendly 
version.

The fourth goal is to increase our accountability for service by reporting service hours.  Service hours are often 
required for grants, and are helpful in recruiting partnerships and maintaining Pilot International’s tax exempt status. 
Pilot International is developing a form that can be used universally to target specific data needed.  If we are going to get 
grants and keep our dues down….if we are going to get large companies to partner with us and give local clubs money 
for projects…we have to track the total number of hours you and your club members are spending on service.

The fifth goal is to increase our recognition of Pilots and Anchors for their selfless achievements. To facilitate this, 
we are introducing the Elizabeth Leonard Pilot Club Builder Award, the Lucy B. Allen Pilot Leadership Award, the Pearl 
Sparks Pilot Service Award, and the Ruby Newhall Anchor Service Award. These will be in addition to the Inspiration 
Award and the Caregiver award, which were introduced this year.

As Kevin Hall stated, “A life of significance is about SERVING those who need your gifts, your leadership, your 
purpose.”  Thank you for sharing your gifts and joining me to serve others in communities around the world.

Judy



LT. GOVERNOR DEBBIE THOMPSON LT. GOVERNOR CAROLINE FALLIS
Despite the heat, torrential rain and traffic delays 

getting to New Orleans (just as a huge musical 
festival was ending)  Pilot International Convention 
and the Council of Leaders was a great experience 
for me.  I have attended many PI Conventions, but 
as a new Lt. Governor this was my first time at the 
Council of Leaders.  A lot of questions were answered 
about club visits and just what is expected of a Lt. 
Governor.  I’m sure the CD and printed materials we 
received along with the workshop presentations will 
be a valuable tool for me as I get started with my 
assigned duties.  I now have a Lt. Governor buddy 
from Texas who as it turns out if also a former District 
Anchor Coordinator so we aren’t complete strangers 
and have a lot in common.

It was fun getting to know the other DAC 
members a little better and I am truly looking forward 
to serving the District this year.  As the new kid on 
the block on the DAC I appreciate each of the other 
members and their willingness to answer questions 
and help when I need to be kept on track.  I think we 
all are looking toward a wonderful year as we “Do 
more, Care More and Be More”.

  I am looking forward to visiting with the clubs 
in the Northwest area, getting to know more about 
their clubs and sharing some of the exciting things 
that are in the works for Pilot.  I hope all of the clubs 
will share ideas for projects and fundraisers, after all 
why recreate the wheel if someone else has been 
successful.  

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to serve 
on your District Administrative Council.  

In Pilot Friendship,
Caroline Fallis, Lt. Governor

What a wonderful convention we had in New Orleans!  
It certainly wasn’t business as usual! If you were there you 
understand and if you weren’t you will be enlightened very 
soon. I’m very impressed with the changes coming our 
way. The ABC’s of Pilot: Anchor Clubs (Youth Development 
& Leadership), Brain Safety & Fitness, Caring for Families 
in Times of Need. These three core areas were identified 
by Pilots during strategic planning feedback in 2012. These 
areas are where Pilots said, “focus”. So moving forward we 
are “tweaking” these areas of importance.

I arrived on Sunday and started full speed ahead until 
the following Sunday! Whew! I attended the Council of 
Leaders Workshops. I had the opportunity to meet with 
other Lieutenant Governors and enjoyed the exchange of 
ideas and information.  We discussed our involvement with 
Anchors. We were encouraged to have joint meetings, gear 
our program meetings toward areas of interest for Anchors, 
perhaps we could have a picnic and invite Anchor parents.  
There were a lot of great ideas.  Missy Ridgeway spoke at 
one of our sessions and you know that was inspiring!

In another session I learned we should be using Robert’s 
Rules of Order 11th Edition-revised. We had a good session 
concerning rules, motions and general meeting guidelines 
to keep things moving along and orderly. We also talked 
about annual reports. Think of them as a health check. All 
our reports will be easier as we move to new “writeable” 
and “on-line” reporting tools.  Club secretaries will be very 
happy about this!

I also attended a session titled, “No Complaining Rule”.  
I’ve never thought of myself as a complainer.  I feel rather 
flexible, easy going and not prone to confrontation.  So why 
did I go you might ask.  It was on the agenda and I honestly 
never pass up an opportunity to learn something new, 
especially when I don’t expect to. So, what I learned was 
we have   approximately 60,000 thoughts per day and 85% 
are negative! “No way”, I said. There’s actually a website 
you can check out for yourself, www.nocomplaining.com 
No kidding!

Our keynote speaker on Friday afternoon was Suzy 
Toronto. I’ve already read her book, “The Sacred Sisterhood 
of Wonderful Wacky Women”. Just like Suzy I love my lady 
friends and as luck would have it most of them are Pilots.  
Go figure. I learn so much from all of you and find your 
loving hearts to be the greatest asset. Suzy was a recipient 
of the, “Pilot Inspiration Award”. Well deserved.

 Gosh, there is just so much more I want to share. I 
have taken a lot of notes and hope to make some sense 
of it all. I’m sure those of you who attended convention 
are doing the same. One thing was very easy though and 
no notes were necessary  -  Gumbo, Etouffe, Jambalaya, 
Crawfish and Pralines all equal happy in my book! How 
‘bout you? See you soon.

Debbie

LEADERSHIP
Hello Pilots,
Last year Barbara McKenzie asked me if I would 

be her Leadership Coordinator.  I answered her, 
whatever you need.  Isn’t that what Pilots do?  So 
here I am writing to you about Leadership.  Webster 
defines lead or leadership as:  to guide or direct, to be 
the way, or the ability to facilitate others.  With these 
definitions in mind, if there is any topic or issue you 
would like me to discuss in the Governor’s Bulletin, 
please send it to me by email or call.  And remember, 
every Pilot is waiting to be a leader; all you have to 
do is ask them.

Rene’ Naughton, Leadership Chairman
renenaughton@yahoo.com
904-540-2122



LT. GOVERNOR BARBARA KECK

 

 

I would like to thank the Florida District for giving me a second year being a Lt Governor. I believe The Florida 
District is the best District in PI!

I see bigger & better things in the Florida District. The new initiatives are really awesome! Can you remember 
your ABC’s? Anchor…Brian Health & Fitness… Caring for Families in need.

The new & improved PI website looks like it is going to be an awesome tool! It is  scheduled to be completed 
by Sept 1, 2013. There will be a new look to the website, friendlier forms and tools to make your duties easier. 

We voted on a lot of amendments to the PI Bylaws; please update your Club Bylaws to be in line with PI’s 
newly adopted Bylaw changes.  The PI Bylaws will be updated and posted by Sept 1, 2013.

Here’s to a great year starting with change and ending with awesome!
Barbara Keck, Lt Governor

Can you believe it’s been over 50 years since 
Florida Pilots made the commitment to provide 
scholarship housing to young women attending 
college in Florida?  

 The story begins in September 1962 when 
11 Pilots volunteered to charter a not-for-profit 
foundation and serve on the board for the “Education 
And Welfare Foundation Of Pilot, District Four, Inc.”  
Led by President Margaret Enns (Winter Haven), 
officers and directors Betty Jane Boone (Daytona 
Beach), Gene Elliott (Tampa), Bessie Yates 
(Pensacola), Vera Oehlberg (Winter Haven), Mildred 
Parrish (Tallahassee), May Pynchon (Jacksonville), 
Elizabeth Purdy (Sarasota), Beatrix James (Tampa), 
Lucy Ducharme (Winter Haven), and Elizabeth 
Thackeray (Ft. Lauderdale) formed what is now the 
Pilot Scholarship House Foundation,Inc..  

 Pilots purchased their first scholarship 
house in Tallahassee in 1963.  In April 1964, the 
IRS granted the foundation its 501(c)3 status as a 
charitable organization.  

 For 50 years, Pilots have raised funds to 
purchase, build and support scholarship houses by 
partnering with Southern Scholarship Foundation.

  We, the Pilots of Florida, have assisted over 
500 young women attend college at Florida State 
University, the University of Florida and Florida Gulf 
Coast University!  

 Here’s hoping for another successful 50 
years!

Charlotte Edenfield

2013-15 PSHF President

To keep you updated with what will be needed 
for the FL Anchor Organization & Pilot International 
as schools start a new year, please be aware of 
the following that will be emailed to ALL the Florida 
Anchor Club Advisors/Sponsors and some Pilots.

1) We will need updated Contact Information for 
the Club Advisor/Sponsor including name and email 
address.

2) We would like the names and email addresses 
of Pilots within each Pilot Club that will be working 
with the Anchor Clubs this year, so they can be 
copied on all Anchor correspondences.

3) Anchor dues are due on NOVEMBER 1st 
- $5.00 for FL District and $10 for International, 
the Anchors will start paying $4 per member for 
Insurance to Pilot International this year as well, so 
$14 total per member to Pilot International.

I would like to encourage Pilots to get more 
involved with your locally sponsored Anchor Club(s) 
this year and be more hands on with them.  Help 
them with their projects/fundraisers and ask the 
same of them with the Pilot events.   We would 
like to receive lots of pictures and articles of the FL 
Anchors participating in their projects, fund raisers 
and fun times for the Florida and PI Publications, 
as something happens, take the pictures and send 
them in - we will do the rest!

If any questions or needs arise regarding Anchor 
this year, please feel free to contact me and I will be 
more than happy to help you!  

I’m looking forward to another exciting year with 
our Anchors!!

Missy Ridgway
2013-2014 FL District Anchor Coordinator
2013-2014 International Anchor Coordinator
Ph: 352-216-7305
Email: mhridgway@gmail.com

ANCHOR NEWS 50+ YEARS OF PSHF



CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
The theme for this year is “Focus on Pilot”, in staying focus on Pilot we need to keep stumbling blocks out of the 

way and one of the number one enemy is NEGATIVITY,.  So, how does each club member stay positive?  Well, here 
is a couple important tips; communicate positively and openly, do your best and others will follow, create team spirit 
with everything you do, be approachable and open to new ideas, give recognitions and appreciations to each other, 
AND most importantly have fun. 

“Think positively and masterfully with confidence and faith, life becomes more secure, more fraught with action, 
richer in achievement and experience”.  Eddie Rickenbacker.

Don’t forget when a Pilot passes and you send in information to the Prayer Board, you also need to complete the 
Chaplain’s Form found at www.pilotflorida.org, forms link.

Kathie Skoglund, Florida District Chaplain.

Hello Pilots!
It was so good to see so many Florida Pilots and Florida Anchors at Pilot International Convention in New Orleans.  

I was helping out at the Founders Fund table and what a great success they had that week.  We raised $47,853 for 
the week!

Now for the Florida District Fundraiser.  We will be selling jewelry which is comparable to Brighton Jewelry.  We 
have a Pilot Wheel Bracelet, Pilot Wheel Earrings, Anchor Bracelet, and Anchor Earrings which we will be selling at 
$10 each.  We are working on a necklace and that will be announced later.  The necklace will be between $20 or $25 
each.  You will have to pre-order the items you want and they will be available for pick up at Fall Council.  We will have 
a few extra that we will sell at Market Place but if you want a guarantee to have the items you really need to pre-order.  
We will have an order form on line soon.

I know all of the clubs are busy working this month to put together their plan of works for this year and I know each 
of you will be doing an outstanding job in your communities.  Please don’t forget to send your fundraising events or 
project events in so all of our clubs can see what you are doing and hopefully we can support each other.  My plan is 
to attend other club events this year so please email me your event to JOJO1957@ymail.com.  If you need to speak 
with me it’s best to call my cell phone 863-669-6434.

I wish each of you a SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISING YEAR!
In Pilot Love,
Joyce Centrella
Florida District Fundraising Chair

FUNDRAISING

Pilot Wheel Earrings $10.00 Pilot Wheel Bracelet   $10.00 Anchor Bracelet   $10.00

This jewelry is comparable to Brighton Jewelry.  You must pre-order this jewelry and it will be delivered to you at 
Fall Council.  We will have limited jewelry available for purchase at Fall Council so it is advised that you pre-order.  

This is similar to the
 necklace we are working on.



MONTHLY REMINDERS
Club Plan of Works, Programs and Budget should be sent to the Governor and the DAC member assigned 
to your club by August 15th.

Club Audit Report due to District Governor and Pilot International by August 31, 2013

Select your Club Sweetheart at your August meeting. Mail your check to Pilot International. Deadline to PI 
September 30, 2013

PIFF Grant Application to District PIFF Representative (Sara Hetherington) October 1, 2013

MEMBERSHIP

Our vision is to attract and retain those Pilots that 
come to us.  Word of mouth is one of the best ways 
to attract a new Pilot, especially if it’s from a member 
that understands what Pilot is all about. We are not 
a social club, although the friends we make last a 
lifetime, but focused in making our communities a 
better place to live. This new Pilot must be mentored 
and given the working tools to make sure that she/he 
can process what a Pilot member is all about.  Even 
though new ideas are always welcomed and put to 
work, one must remember our roots and what we are 
focused in.

This year, Gov. Barbara’s mission will be to retain 
those new Pilots and to welcome them into your club, 
into Pilot’s Florida District, and Pilot International.  
Florida District has so much to offer, as we have our 
3 Scholarship Houses, and our goals to making the 
Florida District the Best District in Pilot International.

Leaders are found at every level of any 
organization. It’s amazing how a newer member 
reacts when asked to be an officer!  Mostly shock, 
“Who me, I’m too new” or “I can’t do this job”.  Well 
we have found that there is much leadership found 
under those two statements!   It's time to take action 
at all levels of our organization, and seek out those in 
coming leaders, they are our future leaders!

Remember, it takes a village to raise a great club, 
and we are Pilotsville!!  So, get them all involved in 
your projects and fundraisers!  Call me if you need 
assistance in getting members and keeping them.  
Later, my friends….

Diane M Dunn,
Email: ddcobalt@bellsouth.net
Phone: 386-566-7621

September 30, 2013 – Deadline
Club Sweetheart Contribution
Form sent to PIHQ
 October is Membership Month

PROJECTS
Governor Barbara McKenzie has chosen a 

wonderful project thisyear is for every Pilot in the 
Florida District to be a part of. The Project is “Welcome 
Buckets” for the children who willbe granted a Dream 
Vacation at “Give the Kids the World Resort” in 
Kissimmee, Florida. 

The Pilot Club of Miami is already collecting 400 
Sand/Beach buckets. The idea is to offer every Pilot 
and Pilot club the opportunity to be a part of this  
“hands on”  project.  It is requested that you and/or 
your club purchase Beach/Florida items. You and/or 
your club will then bring the items purchased to Fall 
Council where you will be able to fill the buckets with 
the items collected. 

My Challenge to you for the month of August is the 
following: 

Bring this project to your club board and then the 
membership. Hopefully, your club will Vote to approve 
this project and then start Shopping!!!!

My Challenge to you for the month of September 
is the following: 

Shop some more!  Remember we will be filling 400 
Welcome Buckets!!! 

My Challenge to you for the Month of October is 
the following: 

 Pack up your goodies and see me at Fall Council 
– where the real Fun begins!!!

Let’s “Show the World” that Florida Pilots have the 
biggest hearts in the world!

Email me your success at jtoney49@aol.com.

Sincerely,

Jane Toney


