
Greetings Florida District Pilots,

I am so thrilled to be your Governor this year and we 
are off to a great start. Our International Convention in 
Montreal was one of the best I’ve attended. There was 
a lot to absorb and it was all meaningful. The first thing 
on my mind is how proud I was as your Governor to 
hear names called from the Florida District for many of 
the International Awards! Congratulations to all Pilots 
and Anchors! I’m so very proud of you. Florida was 
represented by the District Executive Council (DEC), 24 
clubs and our Anchor board.

It is always interesting to me when we have some parliamentary actions. You might 
recall there was a proposed by-law change. Well, the result was a motion by the 
originating District Governor to postpone indefinitely. “Kill” it – meaning it can’t come 
up again in that session.

Within your DEC the chair exercised the right to speak during debate (something new 
we learned) and we also learned how to revisit or reconsider a previous decision.  This 
is a Bring Back motion which returns a question to the group for further consideration 
and action. 

During our Council of Leaders we had a session covering PI By-Laws, Policy and 
Procedures and Parliamentarian Procedure. The facilitator asked each District 
Governor a question and as a team your DEC worked together using our resources 
to find the answer and respond with the correct answer and where it was found. Not 
only was this a wonderful learning process it generated some good discussion and 
allowed us to work as a team.

Your DEC met twice during the convention to discuss district business.  Our meetings 
were positive and efficient.  We enjoyed each other’s company and shared interests of 
workshops we would attend. I assure you our focus was on what we could learn that 
would benefit you. 

Pilot International has updated their website!!  Wow, what a wonderful change.  Check 
it out. While you’re surfing remember that most material used at the convention will 
be posted to the website. You will get the presentations on line the same as what we 
received and if you have questions your Lt Governors can speak to most topics in your 
regional workshops.

The call to Fall Council is out via Constant Contact.  I would encourage Club President’s 
to make sure all members have signed up for Constant Contact; this is the official 
distribution/communication for our district.  The next time we meet is either a regional 
workshop or at Fall Council.  Until then, Let Your Star Shine!

In Pilot Friendship,
Debbie
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 I am excited to be serving as your Executive Council Representative this 
year and looking forward to getting to know you.
 My husband and I are both retired.  I taught high school mathematics 
for 30 years in Charleston, South Carolina. After retiring, we built a home on 
Lake Marion near Manning, South Carolina. Being new to the area I joined the 
Pilot Club of Clarendon, South Carolina to meet people. Pilot quickly became my 
passion!

 At your District Convention and at the PI Convention and Leadership Conference in Montreal, you 
heard the new Pilot International mission:
Pilot International’s mission is to influence positive change in communities throughout the world.  
     To do this, we come together in friendship and give people an outlet for service.
      We focus on: Encouraging Brain Safety and Health
  Preparing Youth for Service
                           Supporting Those Who Care for Others
 Create your Pilot story using our mission and focus. Share you story! Help Pilot grow in strength 
and membership.    
 Who makes Pilot International great? YOU make Pilot International the organization it is today. 
Let’s take the time to be involved at all levels of Pilot this year. Do More, Care More, Be More! The 
Pilot International Founder’s Fund is, at its core, our way of leaving a legacy. We leave a mark on our 
communities by the education we give our children, by the way we care for those with disabilities, 
and by the support we give to those who care for others. With our Founder’s Fund, Pilot provides 
scholarships to educate our children. We provide Brainminders Programs to educate and promote 
brain safety and health. Our grants, with over 2.5 million dollars disbursed since 1977, have provided 
playground equipment for children with disabilities, wheelchair swings for use at care facilities for 
the elderly, music therapy, a tea party or movie night for caregivers and much, much more. We 
provide disaster assistance for fellow Pilots through our Safe Harbor Fund.
 But through the Founders Fund, Pilots can also leave a more personal legacy by paying tribute to 
others, Pilots and non-Pilots. We can make contributions to the Founders Fund in honor or in memory 
of others, and for every contribution over $25 an acknowledgment will be sent to the designee. 
We can buy bricks for the Heritage Garden to honor an achievement or a lifetime of service, or 
even to acknowledge the impact of a friendship, knowing that in this way the recipient’s legacy will 
be remembered not just in the contributions they have made but “in stone,” engraved on a brick in 
our garden for all to see. We can, as clubs, acknowledge the contributions of a member, by naming 
them the Pilot International Club Ambassador, honoring them not only with a special program, but by 
making a $25 or more contribution (specifying their name and that they are the club’s Ambassador) 
to the Founders Fund before September 30. That member will then be listed in print as the club’s 
honoree in the Spring issue of the Pilot Log.
 September is Founder’s Month. This month, we celebrate our Founder’s Fund, and recognize 
the opportunities our Founder’s Fund provides to leave our legacy, influencing positive change in 
communities throughout the world. Let’s recognize all the ways the Founders Fund has made an impact 
in our communities, let’s give so the Founders Fund can continue to provide the grants, scholarships, 
and programs which change our communities, and LET’S CELEBRATE those who truly reflect the best 
of our clubs and our organization by designating them our Club Ambassadors. Happy Founders Month!

Peggy Benton
Florida ECR 
1206 Kimbeth Lane  ●  Summerton, South Carolina  29148
(H) 803-478-6062  ●  (C) 803-460-6593
peggybenton1206@gmail.com

Executive Council Representative Message



Pilot International Convention, Montreal, Canada July 2016

Governor Debbie presents PI President Connie Moore 
with gift from the Florida District at Pilot International 

Convention, Montreal, Canada July 2016



SOUTH CENTRAL REGION
40 Pilots attended the South Central Region workshop that was held on Saturday July 
30 at Parrish Medical Center in Titusville. All eight clubs in the region (Daytona Beach, 
Halifax Area, Riverview, Space Coast, South Brevard, Titusville, Treasure Coast and 
Zephyrhills) were in attendance.
Also in attendance were:
Winnie Brewer, Past Pilot International President, Mary Jane McMillen, Past Florida 
District Governor and Florida District Pilot Founders Fund Representative, June 
Rhodes, Past Florida District Governor, Debbie Thompson, Florida District Governor 
2016-2017, Jonda Erwin, Florida District Secretary, Leslie Coleman, Florida District 
Lt. Gov. North Central Region, Terry Steffey, Florida District Lt. Gov. South Region, 
Deborah Lincoln, Florida District Projects Chairman, Barbara McGillicuddy, Florida 
District Chaplain, Robin Porta, Florida District Membership Chairman and Peggy 

Bretz, Florida District Lt. Governor, South Central Region.
Club Officers and members alike met to learn from the speakers and interact with Pilots from other Clubs. After 
introductions, there was an informal icebreaker to give the Pilots an opportunity to get to know more about each other. 
Each club was then given the opportunity to share about projects and fundraising events in the upcoming Pilot year.  It 
is going to be a busy time for all clubs. There are so many wonderful events that are planned.
Governor, Debbie Thompson gave us an update on the Pilot International Convention that was held in Montreal.  Pilot 
has a new mission statement and Debbie shared the 5 year Strategic Plan. She also shared information on the new 
updated Pilot International website.
Winnie Brewer presented a program on recruiting new members. She discussed the differences in age groups, what 
interests them and how to connect with them. She stressed the importance of knowing your community. Robin Porta 
went over the paperwork that is required when submitting information on a new member and the need to submit the 
Change in Membership form.  
Chaplain Barbara McGillicuddy led us in grace followed by a lunch break. After the lunch break, Lt. Governor Peggy 
Bretz discussed applying for the District Office of Lt. Governor. She went over who is eligible to be a Lt. Governor and 
how to apply for the position.
Deborah Lincoln covered the information on Projects and announced that there are plans in the works for the District 
Project. As soon as it is finalized, the information will be shared with the Clubs.
Lynn Stephenson, the Florida District Award Chair, was unable to attend the workshop. Peggy Bretz briefly covered 
what information is on the Florida District website about the District awards. She encouraged all clubs to apply for the 
awards.
Peggy Bretz covered the information on the Pick Me Up grants applications that are available to the clubs. There was 
also a discussion on using the Pick Me Up logo that is available on both the Pilot International website and the Florida 
District website.
Everyone enjoyed themselves and agreed it was an interesting and informative day. A day of learning, sharing, interacting 
and getting to know other Pilots.





     I have enjoyed the beginning of my year as 2016-2017 District Lt Governor. 
The rest of the DEC has been very welcoming and helpful as I am learning my 
new role in Pilot International. I believe we have a wonderful team this year 
and will serve you well. 
     I have the first Leadership Training set for Saturday, August 27th 11:00am 
- 2:00pm at Beef O’Brady’s in Palatka. I’m putting together what I hope will 
be an informative program with time for fun and fellowship.
I am looking forward to getting to know more of the member of the North 
Central Region. We still want to put out the calendar of events for the region 

so continue to send all your Project and Fundraising event dates to Rene’ Naughton or myself.

North Central Lt Governor 
Leslie Coleman 
leslie.coleman@comcast.net 
904 392-8193

The	North	Region	(clubs	from	Pensacola,	Panama	City,	DeFuniak	Springs,	
Marianna,	Quincy	and	Tallahassee)	is	holding	a	Member	Information	
Workshop,	which	will	be	held	in	DeFuniak	Springs	on	September	17th.		At	the	
Workshop,	we	will	talk	about	what	is	available	from	Pilot	International	to	
prepare	youth	and	young	adults	for	service;	encourage	brain	safety	and	
health;	and	support	those	who	care	for	others	and	how	we	currently	support	
our	communities	and	youth.		Thanks	to	the	Pilot	Club	of	DeFuniak	Springs	for	
hosting	this	event.		The	workshop	is	open	to	any	Pilot	in	Florida	who	would	
like	to	attend.		Replies	are	needed	by	September	10th.	
	
Claire Mikko 
North	Region	Lt.	Governor 
  

NORTH REGION

NORTH CENTRAL REGION



I hope everyone has gotten the new Pilot year off to a great start with Plans of 
Work approved and underway; new budget prepared and approved (we have 
had great training and information about this); Audit Committee appointed 
and working on completing this task; and new members initiated and ready to 
take part in a great Pilot year. I wish every club a productive year of growth, 
development,  and success!  If I can be of assistance in anyway, please let me 
know.  If I don’t know the answer, hopefully we can find the answer together. 

After serving two years as Lt. Governor,  I decided to continue to serve 
the Florida District as Treasurer.  Believe me,  making the change from Lt. 
Governor to Treasurer has been quite a learning experience, so please be 

patient with me during this transition period. I look forward to working with everyone. 

I’m sure you have heard all about PI Convention in Montreal,  and if you were there,  you know that it 
was a great, informative meeting.  Personally,  I enjoyed the weather with cooler temperatures and less 
humidity. I was also very glad that most everything was in English as well as French!

We have been planning a great Fall Council to be held in Panama City Beach October 28-30.  Please 
make plans to be there  and “Show Your American Spirit. “  I will look forward to seeing you there. LIP 
SYNC IS BACK!  

I also hope all of the Clubs will support and participate in the Regional Workshops your Lt. Governors 
are planning. They are working hard to bring information and training to the members who don’t have 
the opportunity to attend Fall Council and/or District Convention as well as promoting friendship and 
service within our Regions.  Even seasoned members with enjoy having the opportunity to see or get to 
know members of the other Clubs in your Region. 

As your Treasurer for this Pilot year, I hope everyone will feel free to let me know if I can be of 
assistance in any way needed. 

Delores Spooner, Treasurer

TREASURER’S REPORT



Hello Pilots!

I am honored to be your District Membership Chair once again for the 2016-2017 Pilot year. 
Thank you Governor Debbie for appointing me! I am so excited to see what this new year will 
bring.

Serving as District Membership Chair this past year was such a rewarding experience for me. I 
have met new Pilots and I look forward to meeting many more.  

I want wish all of you a healthy, happy, successful Pilot year. Please contact me if you need 
anything. I would love to hear from you.

Recruit, Reclaim, Retain……

In Pilot Friendship,
Robin Porta

 LEADERSHIP REPORT
To be an effective leader it is said you must inspire action, be optimistic, have integrity, support and 
facilitate your group/team, have confidence, communicate and be decisive.  Aren’t these the same traits 
as being a Pilot?  The way I see it, as President you are the conductor to a group of talented people 
with their own unique gifts and you bring them all together.  Do you know if you were to apply to be a 
Lt. Governor you have to have been President in your club?    Effective leaders pay attention to group 
members and genuinely care about helping them succeed.  They take stock of their personal strengths 
and shortcomings. They acknowledge the areas of weakness and dislikes and delegate to others who have 
those abilities in order to achieve a common goal. Time after time the Pilots that have stepped up to be 
President of their club have stated what a rewarding experience this has been.  When you are surrounded 
by loving, kind people that want to make a difference in the world you are truly blessed.    

Gail Pender, Leadership Appointee

MEMBERSHIP REPORT



What a fantastic year we had in 2015-16!  We received over $42,000 in donations and memorials from Florida 
District Pilots and friends. Those donations allowed us to purchase some new furnishings and provide necessary 
maintenance on our scholarship houses.  The most significant event was completion of our fundraising campaign 
to sponsor the Williams-Pilot Scholarship House in Gainesville.  What a wonderful re-dedication event attended 
by Pilot members from all over the state.

This year is starting off with a bang!  The kitchen at the Mary Ellen Thomas - Pilot House at UF was remodeled 
this summer with new cabinets and new countertops.  The Laverne Weddle - Pilot House at FSU is having their 
interior doors refinished, received three new living room couches and had a new A/C unit installed in the main part 
of the house.  The Gresham Kite - Pilot House at FGCU received several new mini blinds, a fresh coat of paint in 
many of the rooms, and we are working on purchasing them a new patio set.

Sadly, we lost several Pilot members who were near and dear to us.  One of those members, Past Florida District 
Governor Debbie DiFranco, passed away in July.  Debbie’s club, the Pilot Club of Orange Park, donated their 
remaining club funds to PSHF in memory of Debbie after recently turning in their club charter.  What a special 
tribute to a special lady.  We know Debbie would be pleased with their support of our district project.

We also received word recently that PSHF is the beneficiary of a significant bequest from the estate of Mildred 
Parrish.  Although Mildred passed away almost 10 years ago, her estate is just now being distributed.   She served 
as Florida District Governor in 1959-60, was a long time member of the Pilot Club of Tallahassee, and also served 
on the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation Board.  She signed the PSHF Charter/Articles of Incorporation as a 
founding Director when we were chartered in 1962.

PSHF has two wonderful opportunities coming up for friendship and service in the Florida District.  We kicked off 
a fundraising campaign called “Desks for Success” in August.  Our goal is to raise $20,300 to purchase 71 sturdy 
bamboo desks for all of our scholarship house residents.  We hope you and your club will support this effort by 
donating $300.00 to purchase a desk or $500 to purchase two desks.  Checks can be mailed to me or brought to 
Fall Council.  Look for our PSHF DESK at marketplace.

Our next opportunity is really for fun although PSHF will make some money, too.  Our next PSHF Cruise is 
scheduled for January 28-February 1, 2018 on the Carnival Valor out of Port Canaveral.  Four days and nights on 
the sea with stops in Nassau and Freeport, Bahamas.  More information will be available soon and at Fall Council.  
Save the date and make plans to join your Pilot friends and family in 2018 for fun and friendship.

Thank you, Pilots, for supporting the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation and making it possible for hundreds of 
young men and women to attend college.  Your generosity and commitment to education make a difference every 
day.

Charlotte Edenfield, Treasurer

PSHF NEWS


