
Founders Day is October the 18th.  I hope all clubs are sharing the very rich 
history of our Pilot organization.   Pilot International has a beautiful new 
membership book that is available online.  This book includes the history of 
our organization. Here is the direct link: 
http://issuu.com/alicoons/docs/i_am_a_pilot_pilot_international_ne/17?e=688
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GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE

    Welcome to Fall Ya’ll

First I would like to thank you all for understanding and being patient these 
last couple of months.  I apologize for not answering emails as soon as I 
should have.  Things have been pretty tough for two of our DAC members and 
we all appreciate your support.   As was sent out via Constant Contact I will 
being doing the duties of the District Treasurer.  Anything that you would 
normally send to Miss Caroline you will now be sending to me.  

mj419mc@aol.com

mhridgway@gmail.com

cpfallis@yahoo.com

debbiepilot_26@yahoo.com

despooner@hughes.net

tgsteffey@aol.com

   Until we meet again,

http://issuu.com/alicoons/docs/i_am_a_pilot_pilot_international_ne/17?e=688
0410/6413532

       Nancy                           

mbretz@cfl.rr.com

Pilot International ECR - Connie Moore

A reminder that your clubs first quarterly report in now due to PI.  This is done 
online at the Pilot website.   I believe there are just 4 pages the report.  Just 
type in your answers to the questions asked. Here is the direct link:  
http://www.pilotinternational.org/imapilot/clubcentral/clubquarterlysurveys

And….  Just around the corner is Fall Council.  Once again we will be at the 
Ocala Hilton and this is going to be the best Pilot State Fair ever. Not to 
mention the first one.  We will have lots of fun, workshops and fellowship.  
This is a major fundraiser for our Scholarship Houses.  All information has 
been sent via Constant Contact and is also available on the District website.  I 
hope to see many of you there.
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As Pilots we Do More, Care More and can Be More.



Greetings Fellow Pilots,

         FL District Gov-Elect

My Dear Florida Pilot Friends,

     I went to Tallahassee in August and met with the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation Board and had a 
wonderful time. We are very blessed to have such a group of very dedicated, hard working Pilots on the 
board that do a great job. Please remember that you or your club can pay for the registration or a room 
for girls from the Scholarship Houses to come to Fall Council. It's a wonderful time to meet the girls and 
have them meet as many Pilots as possible and see how we operate. 

     Fall Council is just around the corner and I hope that you are planning on attending. Your DAC is 
working very hard to ensure that a great time will be had by all at a good old fashion State Fair. It will be 
loads of fun as well as informative. Please plan on attending. 

     I am so pleased to serve as your Gov-elect this year. If I can do anything for you or your club, please 
let me know. We have a great district and I am so proud to be a Florida Pilot!!

         In Pilot Love,
       Mary Jane McMillen

     I can't find words to express my sincere thanks to all of you that have sent cards, texts and emails 
during this very stressful time in my life. My husband, Wayne, has had some major setbacks this week 
and we are back in CICU.  It is truly baby steps in the his recovery so looks like I will be Gainesville for a 
good while yet.  My whole family sends thanks and appreciation to all of my special Pilot Friends for all 

     Remember send registrations to Governor Nancy.

         Hope to see you soon.
       Caroline Fallis
         2014 - 2015  Florida District Treasurer

Websites:   www.pilotflorida.org    OR   www.pilotinternational.or g

Florida District Pilot International 

AND

Florida Anchor District

Sign up for the Constant

Contact Email Lists

on BOTH Websites

good while yet.  My whole family sends thanks and appreciation to all of my special Pilot Friends for all 
the prayers and words of encouragement.  Florida Pilots know what Friendship is all about

     On another note, Fall Council is right around the corner and I know it will be a great weekend.  Please 
get those registrations in so final plans can be made.  I hope I will be there if for only a portion of the 
weekend.



  My how time has flown by since we installed officers, went to International Convention, had our first Fall Council Planning 
Meeting in Gainesville and sent out the call to Fall Council.

Needless to say – My plate has been a little full first with the Death of Charlie’s Mother, Jane having a Stroke and then Charlie 
getting ill and having to go on Dialysis, then the death of Charlie’s sister.  I am learning a whole new vocabulary. DaVita, 
Nephrology, Cardiology, Hematology/Oncology, Vascular Closure Devices, Renvela, Renal/Cardiac Diet – just to name a few.

    From the heart of a Lt. Governor…..  

Past Governor Jackie, Your Prayer has made all the difference in the world in our daily lives; we do not lay our heads down at 
night without holding hands and saying your prayer.  Thank you.

Past Governor and Florida District Chaplain Shearer, you are a pillar of strength, understanding, great council, support, love, 

I have so many grand and caring ladies to Thank – I'm starting with Governor Nancy – when all of this happened and I wanted 
to run and hide, I heard her little voice on my shoulder saying “Don’t just drop-out but communicate” so I called and brought 
this amazing, caring, loving and strong women up to speed with not only My Lady Jane but with Charlie.  Thank you Governor 
Nancy.
Past Governor Barbara, where would I be if you had not offered and been there with all of your love, friendship, support and 
medical knowledge?  I was so overwhelmed with this new vocabulary, but you broke it down to layman’s terms and guided me 
through the very scary waters that I had to set sail on.  Thank-you.

To the members of the Pilot Club of Miami, the Anchor Club of Miami Springs and all of the Florida District Pilots.  I am 
overwhelmed by the outpouring of cards, notes, letters, prayers and friendship that have been sent to Charlie and I.  I can tell 
you first hand that the love, support and prayers are a physical thing that can be felt.  I know because in the darkest hours of 
uncertainty, Charlie and I both felt the strength and power of your prayers.  Through the strength of our friends and their 
prayers the Lord Father provided Charlie and I with a glorious blessing of continued life.  Yes, we are making life-style 
changes and undergoing Dialysis 3 times a week but what a blessing for me to have my best friend and life partner still with 
me.

         Lt. Governor Terry Steffey

Hello Florida Pilots,

I hope you are all doing well and getting busy as the Pilot Year is now underway.  

    Missy Ridgway
     2014-2015 District Secretary

      Until we meet again, In Pilot Love and Friendship as we all, Do More, Be More and Care More.

You should be aware at this time that the new PI Database called Portalbuzz is now live and ready to be used by 

your club.  All Club Secretaries received information on this a few months ago.  Please make sure to contact me if 

you didn’t receive this information so I can forward it to you.  Also, Secretaries need to login and verify that the 

membership information for your club is correct and if not, make the necessary updates.   Once all the information 

is up to date, you should find this to be a useful tool for your club.

I look forward to seeing many of you at Fall Council in just a few more weeks – it should be another weekend filled 

with many fun moments shared between friends!!  Not to mention some time for a little education too, Pilots are 

always working to get better at what we do!  

Past Governor and Florida District Chaplain Shearer, you are a pillar of strength, understanding, great council, support, love, 
kindness, wisdom and just plain classy. I hope and pray that not every pilot needs you like I did, but I hope and pray that every 
pilot will take the time and just talk to you.  What a great and amazing friend they will find – in one so small. God’s greatest 
blessing often come in small but dynamic packages and for me that is you. Thank you.

I can promise you that Fall Council is going to be GREAT!!  There is a lot of fun things for everyone to take part in and a lot 
for everyone to learn --So start saving your pennies now so you all can be a part of “Florida District State Fair”.



Greetings Florida Pilots, 

We cannot think of a better way to celebrate Membership Month than by sharing Pilot with a friend or 

acquaintance!  During October let’s all strive to recruit at least one person.  Imagine if just one quarter of our 

Pilots & Anchors brought in one member we could increase our membership by almost 4,000!  WOW wouldn’t 

that be FANTASTIC!

Clubs can be designated as “Pacesetter” by donating $10 per active member and also as a “250 Club” by donating 

$250 towards the GOAL for grants and scholarships.  They can also name a club “Sweetheart” and donate a 

minimum of $25.  A Pilot can be a “250 Member” by donating $250 towards the GOAL.  Whether a donation is one 

dollar or thousands of dollars, they all work together, and we appreciate your continued support of these 

programs.   Just this past year Founders Fund awarded 34 Grants and 40 Scholarship. Your generous donations are 

making a difference in communities and in the lives of students around the world. This is our mission in action!

Have you heard of the P.I.F.F.?  You may have and not even known it.  It’s the Pilot International Founder’s Fund.  

The Founder’s Fund is Pilot International’s charitable arm which allows us to Do More, Care More and Be More in 

our world.  One of the great aspects of the Founder’s Fund is that anyone can contribute…individual Pilots, clubs, 

districts, and non-Pilots alike can give.

In Pilot Friendship, 

Connie Moore, ECR

309-781-0334 (cell)

309-764-4843 (home)

MooreC2@aol.com 

Next month, is our Annual Care and Kindness Week (9-16 November) I challenge each club in every district to have 

at least one Pick Me Up during this week.  Be sure to send photos and a short description of your project into Pilot 

International.  It will be so much fun to see everyone’s pictures at our 2015 PI Convention in Orlando.

making a difference in communities and in the lives of students around the world. This is our mission in action!

As we celebrate Founder’s Day on October 18th, let’s all remember that we have had 93 amazing years of service 

and friendship!  In seven short years Pilot International will celebrate its 100th anniversary, and we need to 

continue with all of your incredible work in communities throughout the world.

This October 25th, millions of volunteers across the nation will unite with a common mission – to improve the lives of others. 

For more than 20 years, USA WEEKEND Magazine, in collaboration with Points of Light, has brought you Make a Difference 

Day, the largest national day of community service.  Consider this day a perfect opportunity to give Pick Me Up’s in your 

community. 



Take a moment to send a note to the following new members & share some Pilot Love with them!

Crystal River - Angela Watt   2350 Forest Drive, Inverness, FL 34453

DeFuniak Springs - Deane Majors   254 Clay Street, DeFuniak Springs, FL 32435

Fort Lauderdale - Ervin Manske   328 N Ocean Blvd, Pompano Beach, FL 35062

Fort Myers - Suzanne Galloway   1347 Medinah Drive, Fort Myers, FL 33919

Fort Myers - Sally Kreusher   19616 Villa Rosa Loop, Fort Myers, FL 33967

Halifax Area - Michael Laraia   109 Dusk Meadow Trail, Port Orange, FL 32128

Ocala (Pilot Student) - Jenny Koch   1000 Longfellow Blvd #1003, Lakeland, FL 33801

Ocala (Pilot Student) - Elizabeth Rockey   705 SW 12th Street, Gainesville, FL 32601

Panama City - Linda Johnson   4934 McCall Lane, Panama City, FL 32404

Space Coast - Carla Hilliard   6335 Betty Avenue, Cocoa, FL 32927

Titusville - Janette Robinson   5510 Bent Oak Drive, Tittusville, FL 32780

Pensacola - Doris Harris   8154 Sedgefield Drive, Pensacola, FL 32507

South Brevard - Denise Santi   411 2nd Avenue, Melbourne Beach, FL 32951

Space Coast - Marilyn Stevenson   4791 Cambridge Drive, Mims, FL 32754

Space Coast - Valaina Ruttenbur   961 Harrison Street, Titusville, FL 32780

Space Coast - Dawn Ackerman   1890 Tomato Farm Road, Mims, FL 32754

The 2014-2015 FL District Anchor Officers will be at Fall Council 
planning their convention and raising money 

for the International Anchor Summit in 2015, so make sure you come prepared
to support them by purchasing the 50/50 tickets and making donations!

Updated forms are on the www.pilotflorida.org website under ANCHOR.
Please make sure your Anchor Clubs are aware of this information and know

how to find the forms that they may need.

The 2015 "Anchors Rock the State" Convention Packet will be posted on
the webstie in early December and also emailed to the club Advisors.

ANCHOR NEWS

Anchor Dues are due on November 1st
District Dues are $5 per member & PI Dues are $10 + $4 for Insurance.

Titusville - Janette Robinson   5510 Bent Oak Drive, Tittusville, FL 32780



Alum of Weddle-Pilot Scholarship House at FSU

Pilot Scholarship House Alumni: Where Are They Now?

     Earlier this year, I realized my long-term dream of using my law degree to work for an environmental nonprofit 
organization, when I was hired as the Outreach Director for the Howard T. Odum Florida Springs Institute. I now 

     Since graduating magna cum laude from the Florida State University with a degree in English Literature and a 
minor in Political Philosophy, I moved to Orlando, Florida to pursue my goal of becoming an attorney. I enrolled in 
the Dwayne O. Andreas Barry University School of Law and pursued a law degree with distinctions in 
Environmental and Earth Law. As a student, I remained involved in various organizations and served as Vice 
President of the Student Animal Legal Defense Fund, Secretary and President of the Environmental Law Society, 
student representative on the Environmental Responsibility Committee, and member of the Environmental and Earth 
Law Journal. Upon graduation, I was selected as the 2013 Environmental and Earth Law Student of the Year by my 
law school professors and received a publication offer from the Barry Law Environmental and Earth Law Journal for 
my student law review article. In September 2013, I was admitted as a member of the Florida Bar as a licensed 
attorney.

By Heather Culp, Esq.

     I was fortunate to call the Pilot Scholarship House my home away from home while I pursued an undergraduate 
degree in English Literature from the Florida State University in Tallahassee, Florida. During my time at the Pilot 
House, I had the pleasure of serving as a President and Head Resident for multiple semesters.  As a result of those 
leadership roles, I learned many useful skills that are a continued benefit to me, including the ability to work with 
individuals from various gender, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds in a collaborative effort towards similar 
goals.

and use BRAINMINDERS in the search tool on the PI Website.

Heather currently resides in Altamonte Springs.  She can be reached at heatherculp623@gmail.com 

     Without the housing support I received from the Pilot Club in my undergraduate years, none of this would have 
been possible! I am forever grateful to the Pilot Club for supporting scholarships for low-income students like 
myself. The undue burden of college housing costs can easily prevent students like myself from achieving those goals 
and dreams that allow real change to be made in our world. On behalf of all of the young women whose lives you 
have forever impacted by your kindness and generosity, I thank you for allowing us to pursue meaningful futures.

Heather Culp

BrainMinders™
Does your Pilot Club perform the Brainminder Skits?

Do you wish you had some updated materials to use?

Do you have trouble finding the materials on the PI Website?

HAVE WE GOT NEWS FOR YOU…….

There are many scripts that have been loaded to the 

www.pilotflorida.org website under the PI RESOURCES tab

organization, when I was hired as the Outreach Director for the Howard T. Odum Florida Springs Institute. I now 
serve as the Associate Director for the Florida Springs Institute with the goal of raising awareness for the restoration 
and protection of Florida’s imperiled springs.



Congratulations to a few of Florida's Club Sweethearts!!Congratulations to a few of Florida's Club Sweethearts!!Congratulations to a few of Florida's Club Sweethearts!!Congratulations to a few of Florida's Club Sweethearts!!

Cindy Williams - OcalaCindy Williams - OcalaCindy Williams - OcalaCindy Williams - Ocala

  Kim Theisen - Orange Park  Kim Theisen - Orange Park  Kim Theisen - Orange Park  Kim Theisen - Orange Park

Sherrie Siracusa-Daytona BeachSherrie Siracusa-Daytona BeachSherrie Siracusa-Daytona BeachSherrie Siracusa-Daytona Beach

Are you ready for the Florida Pilot State Fair??  

All you need to know, can be found on the Pilot Florida Website under Convention/FC.

But, here are a few reminders to help you out…..

PSHF Fund Raisers

Pies

Jams & Jellies Pickles & Relish

Cakes

Who is the BEST in the kitchen???  Time to show your stuff!

Limit of two categories per club.

* Note - supply your own refridgeration needs; not provided by hotel

Founders Founders Founders Founders 

Pilot Pilot Pilot Pilot 

InternationalInternationalInternationalInternational

FundFundFundFund

FUNdraiser!!FUNdraiser!!FUNdraiser!!FUNdraiser!!

Elect your Club Princess

to represent your club in the 

"Pilot State Fair Queen Pageant"

There will be plenty of fun times shared by all 

attending the Florida Pilot State Fair!  Make sure                                 

to get all the details from the Website and                             

pre-register for certain events as requested.

Make sure to create your Club's Display 

Board to share what makes your club special 

and what you do best!

$30 Value - unwrapped $10 Value - wrapped

One Per ClubOne Per Club



You Can Do Something About This!

    Then he said, “And this is what I mean by clean.”  He got two sacks and together we cleared the papers, sticks, and other debris off half 
the lawn so that I could see the difference.  Again, he explained to me that how I accomplished the goal was up to me—the important thing 
was that the lawn was “clean.”

    Then my father said something very profound.  He said, “Now you need to know that when you take this job, I don’t do it anymore.  It’s 
your job.  It’s called a stewardship.  Stewardship means ‘a job with trust.’ I trust you to do the job, to get it done.”  He set up a system for 
accountability.  He said we would walk around the yard twice a week so that I could tell him how things were going.  He assured me that he 
would be around to help me when I asked, but he made it clear to me that the job was truly mine—that I would be my own boss and that I 

Pilots, I want to share a story about trust and responsibility with you – Debbie Thompson , Lt Governor

I wanted to share this story with you.  I have been through the 7-Habits of Highly Effective People training and have heard Stephen Covey 
tell this story; his version. It had an impact on my life and when I read his son’s version I realized, “there’s more to the story…”   From The 
Speed of Trust: The One Thing That Changes Everything  by: Stephen M R Covey 2006 

    If you are familiar with my father, Dr. Stephen R. Covey, and his book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, you may remember the 
story he tells about trying to teach his son how to take care of the yard.  He labeled the story “Green and Clean.”  My father uses the story as 
an example of teaching principles of stewardship and responsibility to a young child.

    Well, I’m the son in that story, and I’d like to tell you my side of it!  It’s true that I did learn about stewardship and responsibility from that 
experience, but I also learned something I have come to believe is even more important—something that has had a profound effect on me my 
entire life.

    I was seven years old and my father wanted me to take care of the yard.  “Son, here’s the yard and here’s your job:  It’s ‘green’ and 
‘clean.’  Now, here’s what I mean by that.”  He walked over to our neighbor’s yard, pointed to the grass, and said, “That’s green.”  (He 
couldn’t use our yard as an example because under his stewardship it was rather yellow at the time.)  He said, “Now, how you get our yard 
green is up to you.  You’re free to do it any way you want except paint it.  You can turn on the sprinklers.  You can carry water in buckets.  
You can even spit on it if you want.  It makes no difference to me.  All I care about is that the color is green.”

    Remembering that his offer of help had been part of our agreement and sensing a glimmer of hope, I quickly replied, “I would.”

    He said, “What would you like me to do?”

    From that day forward, I took responsibility for the yard . . . and I kept it “green” and “clean.”

    As we walked around the yard, I suddenly began to realize that it was neither “green” nor “clean.”  It was yellow and it was a mess.  
According to my father, my chin began to quiver and I broke down into tears and wailed, “But, Dad, it’s just so hard.”

    He said, “What’s so hard?  You haven’t done one thing.”  After a moment of silence, he asked, “Would you like me to give you some 
help?”

    I looked around.  “Could you help me pick up that garbage over there?”  He said he would.  So I went inside and got two sacks, and he 
helped me pick up the garbage just as I had asked him to do.

    As I’ve said, my father uses this story as an example of stewardship delegation or win-win agreements.  But, as a seven-year-old, I was too 
young to understand what all those big words even meant.  What I remember most about this experience was simply this:  I felt trusted!  I 
was too young to care about money or status.  Those things didn’t motivate me.  What motivated me was my father’s trust.  I didn’t want to 
let him down.  I wanted to show him that I was capable and responsible.  My father had extended trust to me, and that inspired me and 
created a sense of responsibility and integrity that has stayed with me throughout my life.

“Few things can help an individual more than to place responsibility on him, and to let him know that you trust him.”                                                                                   
Booker T Washington

would be around to help me when I asked, but he made it clear to me that the job was truly mine—that I would be my own boss and that I 
alone would be the judge of how well I was doing.

   So the job was mine.  Apparently, for four or five days, I did nothing.  It was during the heat of the summer, and the grass was dying fast.  
Remnants of a neighborhood barbecue we’d had a few days ago were all over the lawn.  It was messy and unkempt.  My father wanted to 
take over the responsibility or scold me, but he didn’t want to violate the agreement we’d established.

    So when the time came for an accounting, he said, “Son, how’s it going in the yard?”  I said, “Just fine, Dad.”  Then he asked, “Is there 
anything I can do to help?”  I said, “No, everything’s just fine.”  So he said, “Okay, let’s take that walk we agreed to take.”


