
The Pilot Club of Fort Myers is becoming the leaders in fitting and 
passing out helmets to children in Lee County.  They are learning of 
more and more areas in which this service is needed, and they also 
even gained a new member who learned of the club through this project 
because of her experience of wearing a helmet.

They gave out hundreds of helmets at the 
Reading Festival, an annual event.
Back row: Jody VanCooney, Janet Davenport, 
Linda Hessler. Front: Diane Jensen, Cindy Lopez 
and Fran D’Alessandro,  

While pilots fit helmets, pilot scholarship house 
residents entertain those waiting with face 
painting. Arrangements have also been made for 
the residents to become certified to fit helmets.

In a special community project, pilot club members worked 
with firemen and a group that gave bicycles to needy kids. 
With pilots fitting and providing helmets, they were ready 
to ride!

Happy helmet recipient
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Dot Kiesler, pilot club member, taught safety to special education students at a special learning center in Lee 
county. Dot is a retired teacher so presenting the brain minders program is a natural for her. On the right, Dot, 
Fran D’Alessandro and a prospective member conduct brain minders at the Lutheran summer program where 
pilot member Mary Ellen Murphy is director.

Joy Augustie stepped up to take the gavel when 
Patsy Tortora, president, had to resign the job due 
to a new job and family situations. Joy is a past 
president and this year was serving as chaplain.  Joy 
has vowed to make the year fun and progressive and 
to make our club great! 

Pilots do have fun.  Mary Ellen Murphy proves her 
sportsmanship to the children at the day care and 
pre-school facility where she serves as director.  
During a visit from a trained pig, the students urged 
Mary Ellen to kiss the pig and she responded!  
Great for you, Mary Ellen….Is that kind of like 
kissing a   frog before the prince comes along.  
Mary Ellen plans for pilot to present brain minders 
to her students yearly.

For a fun night, Pilot member, Heather Messmer, who 
owns a florist business, brought materials and showed 
members how to make an arrangement to take home with 
them.  Some of the arrangements are shown on the table.


