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This was sent to me from another Pilot Governor--------- 
and the moral of  this poem is so true. 
  

 LESSONS 

“Do what ye may, 

But do not wait until another day.” 

---Words once spoken to me by a wise man.  

Do not put things off, do not procrastinate, 

Do what is possible…do all that you can. 

Nothing should be left to chance or fate, 

If you think you can, it’s probably true. 

Don’t just sit and think, 

Get up and do. 

Wait and the chance may go in a blink. 

If a job is at hand, a tedious task, 

If you cannot do it alone, for help just ask. 

Nothing is impossible if you only try. 

Don’t stomp your feet, scream, or cry. 

You will feel better when the job is done, 

No worries, just time for fun. 

Smell the sweetness of each rose that you pass, 

This life can go by oh so fast. 

Appreciate each blessing that life can give, 

Each day is a blessing as long as you live. 

When there is a lesson to be learned, 

Sit and listen, gain the wisdom you’ve earned. 

Keep your eyes open every day, 

You never know when a new lesson will come your way. 

Life is a lesson whether you’re working or having fun, 

Pay yourself on the back when each day is done. 

 

  Bridging the Gap, 

  Rene' Naughton, Governor 

 Florida District,  2012-2013 
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Hello Florida Pilots –  

First and foremost, welcome to the Florida District goes out to 

the Pilot Club of SE Florida.  It was an honor for me to partici-

pate in the charter ceremony of the 32nd Club of the District and 

install their initial officers on Feb. 2, 2013.  Congratulations. 

Thank you to those of you that have accepted nominations to 

serve your clubs and our Florida District as Officers for the 

2013 – 2014 year.  I am looking forward to working with you 

all. 

It is time to plan to attend the Florida District Convention to be 

held in Naples at the Hilton on April 12 – 14, 2013.  Each club 

can have up to 3 delegates.  As a correction to what I wrote in 

the Governor’s Bulletin, your clubs are financially responsible 

for the registration fees for your club delegates that attend Dis-

trict Convention.  I apologize for the confusion.  I hope many 

of you are planning to attend our District’s business meeting 

and installation of officers.  Deadline for Registration and the 

Hotel is March 21, 2013. 

Pilot International Convention will be in New Orleans at the 

Sheraton on July 10 – 14, 2013.  Registration forms are availa-

ble online.   It is not too early to start planning. 

As your club begins making plans for next year I encourage 

you to try a new service project or fundraiser.  Our club tried 

two new fundraisers this year, both were very successful and 

we as members had a lot of fun.  We now have two new annual 

events!  Change can be a GREAT thing. 

I look forward to seeing you at District Convention in April. 

 Respectfully submitted; 

 Barbara McKenzie 

 Governor Elect 

We may be tempted to focus on what is wrong with the world 

as headlines highlight stories of chaos and conflict.  If we dwell 

on that news, we feel discouraged.  Instead, we need to focus 

on what is right with the world.   

People all over the world are helping others in distress.  Volun-

teers build houses, grow crops, and provide medical 

care.  Community members stand up for neighbors when they 

are struggling. 

There is evidence that good works sprout, grow and enrich our 

world.  As Pilots we find ways to spread peace and love by 

sharing our time, skills, and resources within our communities 

and around the world. 

HAPPY SPRING. 

Please continue to send your prayer request to me.  Don't forget 

to use the Chaplain form found on-line.  

  In Pilot Friendship, 

 Jackie Klein, Chaplain 

 Florida District 

 BRIDGE THE GAP 

District Convention 

April 12—14, 2013 

Naples Hilton 

Registration Deadline:  

March 21 

All registration information is available at  

http://pilotflorida.org/register.php  

http://pilotflorida.org/register.php
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 Pilot International and the Florida District is proud to introduce the newest Chartered club. Pilot Club SE Florida, Inc. was chartered on Saturday 

February 2, 2013. The Charter Ceremony and the Installation of Officers was performed at Mangrove Mattie's in Fort Pierce, FL. Past Governors, 

Pilots and guests from Tallahassee to Miami were in attendance on this glorious day. PI Pres-

ident Winnie Brewer presented the Charter. FL District Governor Elect Barbara McKenzie 

presented the ceremony and installed the officers. FL District Governor Rene Naughton wel-

comed the club and read the Code of Eth-

ics. The FL District Secretary Claire Mik-

ko, FL District Treasurer Terry Steffey, 

FL District Lt. Governors Sara Hethering-

ton, Maryland Peterson and Barbara Keck 

were in attendance.  

Hard to believe the 2012-2013 Pilot year is more than half way 

over.  Time flies by so quickly.  Club officers should have re-

ceived the roster form I sent to them to complete and return by 

March 1st.  Terry Steffey, District Treasurer, and I are working 

hard to make sure the club numbers are accurate for the District 

Convention Membership Report and the Growth Awards.  If 

you didn’t receive the form, please let me know and I’ll send 

you another one.  And please use the updated Change in Mem-

bership and Member Information forms when you let us know 

any club membership changes.  Remember, there are only Dues 

Paying (previously known as Active) or Non-Dues Paying 

(Emeritus Members; 50-year Members; Student/

ScholarshipMembers; or Deployed Military Members) members 

now.   No more E, Privileged or Provisional members.  The 

forms are available on our website (www.pilotflorida.org), 

forms link, then by name.  Don’t forget that the forms are to be 

sent to PI, Governor Rene’, Terry and me.  And if there’s mon-

ey involved, don’t forget to send it! 

Looking forward to seeing you at District Convention April 12

-14 at the Naples Hilton.  It will be a busy but fun weekend. 

And, if anyone has any pictures of Governor Rene’ that they 

would like to send me, I’d appreciate it.  Scrapbook 

time!!  Thanks. 

Bridging the Gap, 

  Claire 

http://www.pilotflorida.org
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Dedicated to Service . . . Committed to Brain Health 

March Message from ECR Judy Langley 

Florida District Convention is approaching and the District Adminis-

trative Council, the Conference and Planning Chair and Co-Chair 

have been planning diligently for this event with YOU and your clubs 

in mind!  District Convention provides not only an avenue for net-

working among members and clubs, but also for training and learning 

more about Pilot and Anchor.  New District Officers will be elected 

and installed to carry forward the leadership of our organization.  This 

year’s convention will be an exciting one, as the new branding will be 

introduced.  We are positive you will see how the new branding will 

make our organization more attractive for partnerships and growth.   

The Florida District Convention Veterans Project will culminate in 

gathering and distributing the toiletry contributions from Pilots 

throughout the state.  As Anchor membership is rapidly exceeding our 

Pilot membership, new initiatives are in place to further advance both 

Pilot and Anchor.  If you attend the Florida District Anchor Conven-

tion, “Anchored at Sea” at the Worldgate Resort in Kissimmee on 

March 2-3, 2013, and I sincerely hope you do, you will be privileged 

to learn about these initiatives.  As the Georgia District Anchor Con-

vention takes place the same weekend, I will be there to extend sup-

port from Pilot International, but PI President Winnie Brewer will be 

with you in Kissimmee.  May you all have a fun, informative, and 

energizing weekend! 

As your Executive Committee Representative, I look forward to 

spending time with you on April 12-14, 2013 at the Naples Hilton in 

Naples, Florida, for a fantastic District Convention!  Make sure you 

get registered on time so you won’t miss out on this exciting weekend!  

In the meantime, please keep sending me your Club newsletters.  I 

love reading about your members and activities! 

 Because I care, 

 Judy 

 judy.langley99@yahoo.com 

The Pilot Club of Fort Myers has received notification from Pilot International that their grant application has been awarded.  This will 

provide the club the opportunity to help IMPACT, a private non-profit organization that serves pre-school children who have develop-

mental disabilities. The grant funds will be used to purchase equipment for a Sensory Stimulation room.  Such equipment helps to stimu-

late the senses, and by improving their environment, the children will be guided to develop adaptive 

responses to sensory based visual, auditory and tactile activities. 

Pilot Club members will make routine visits to the facility and will volunteer to assist where needed.  

Plans are now being made to obtain media coverage for the presentation of the check to the facility and 

pictures will be provided.  The club is proud to be awarded this grant and delighted that it will benefit 

these children. 

The trash and treasure sale held by the Pilot Club of Fort Myers was a big success.  Over $2000 

was collected from the sale of items collected and brought by members to the garage of member, 

Linda Hessler, who graciously donates the use of her garage and yard each year for this event.  

Residents from the Gresham-Kite Pilot Scholarship House at Florida Gulf Coast University came 

to help clean up after the sale and to prepare unsold items for pick-up by Goodwill. 

mailto:judy.langley99@yahoo.com
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WOW!!! How do I sum up my first year as a Director on the board for the Pilot Scholarship House Foundation?  AWE-

SOME!!!   Since I joined the Pilot Club of Pensacola in December 2007, and learned about the Scholarship houses that the Florida clubs 

support and promote, I have had a desire to be a part of that Board.  First, I have to tell you that the other board members are all First 

Class ladies and very hard workers.  Second, the Southern Scholarship Foundation does an incredible job placing these girls and giving 

them an opportunity to complete their education.  Third, I have met girls from all three houses now and I must say I am speechless to 

describe how it makes me feel to say I am a “Pilot” and to know that this incredible organization makes these opportunities available for 

61 young ladies. 

I am humbled by the opportunity to serve on this board and truly wish to express my 

thanks to the Florida Pilot membership for affording me the honor to serve.  My eyes were truly 

opened at Fall Council in Ocala inasmuch I was able to meet and greet with some of the residents of 

all three houses.  I was also introduced to their singing, acting and dancing talents.   There was not a 

dry eye in the house when the girls took the stage and told their stories of why their particular house 

was important to them.  As well as how they had come to love each other as an extended family.   I 

understand the concept of a financial strain for college and how some of these girls would not have 

been able to go to their chosen school had it not been for the scholarship houses that are available through the Southern Scholarship 

Foundation.  My father was of the belief that my parents job was to get us three kids through high school.  If we wanted a college educa-

tion we would have to do that on our own, and with that said, I knew that I would not be applying or enrolling in a college outside of 

Pensacola, Florida.  Today I can say that I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology from Troy State University.  I was 45 years old, and 

had three grandchildren by the time I graduated. “I finally made it”.  So to see an opportunity offered to these ladies to complete their 

degree before the age of 45 is important to me. 

In January the board met in Tallahassee for our fourth meeting of the year.  The event was hosted by the ladies from the Talla-

hassee house.  They were all very gracious and shared some of their upcoming events, fund raisers and plans for the house.  I have to 

say I was so in awe of these young ladies.  I had a chance to speak with and interview two of them.  One is a third year senior preparing 

to graduate and leave the home she has known for the past three years.  The other is a 

freshman coming into a whole new kind of family.  I would like to briefly share with you 

some of their thoughts on what our house has meant to each of them.  . Carol Perdomo is a 

graduating senior and here are some of her words “I was roomed with another freshman 

and we immediately hit it off. The atmosphere I had entered was perfect for my success as 

a freshman in college.  My sophomore year was an exciting one. I was able to hold an of-

ficer position in the house as a Business Manager; I got to go grocery shopping for the 

house and plan weekly meals. This semester I am planning events for the house, the first 

fundraiser was held in the house when I sold raffle tickets for a cake I baked. We raised 

$61 and a Pilot board member walked away with a strawberry cake!  I will graduate in 

May and I will always look back on my fond memories of living in Pilot Scholarship House with a thankful heart for the opportunity I 

was given to live in a house that helped me grow so much and help me realize my dream of going to college with financial support and a 

safe home away from home.”  

Imagine being a freshman coming into this living arrangement?   Adline Metayer summed it up this way:  “…this opportunity 

is significant to me and my family because I am a first-generation college student with the aspiration of attending medical school and 

becoming an anesthesiologist.  I was ecstatic but slightly apprehensive as I realized that I would be living in a house with twenty other 
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girls. My family alone is relatively large but never would I imagine living with more than ten people under 

one roof.  In addition, living at Pilot has exposed me to new cultures and increased my awareness of cultur-

al relativism considering the fact that I am of Haitian descent. During my stay here I have learned a few 

words in North Korean and Spanish as well…”  I think that Adline has a handle this one and seems to be 

headed for a great time in the house during her college days. 

Lastly, I am looking forward to another year on the board and working on fund raising ideas to 

help keep the three houses up and running as well as making sure that all 61 girls have a great experience 

while in college.  They will also know that when they leave - friendship will go with them - and for many 

of these girls they will never know anything like this again.  My final thought is to thank each and every 

one of you for this opportunity and I would recommend that all Pilots take a turn on the board.  Your heart 

will be blessed and your time will fly by with excitement. 

      In Pilot love 

      Patricia E. Stevens, President Elect 

      Pilot Club of Pensacola  

The Pilot Club of Marianna has been quite busy. We held our annual spaghetti super and presented 

the proceeds from ticket sales to our local Special Olympics program. We also presented our local 

High School football program with the proceeds from their "Big Hits Barbecue" fundraiser to help 

with the purchase of new helmets. Also we held a leadership training day and a self defense class.  
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They recently initiated 19 new members.  Here are some of them! 

The Pilot Club of Jacksonville’s 64th Annual Antique Show and Sale was held January 25th 

– 27th at the Fairgrounds in Jacksonville.  The sale has Antique Dealers, a Silent Auction, 

Sale of Homemade cakes, and a display of antique cars.  The books for the Annual Antique 

Show and Sale are not closed yet, but over $5,000.00 was made by the Silent Auction and 

over $1,000.00 with the sale of homemade cakes. 
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On behalf of the Brookdale Center for Healthy Aging and Rehabilitation and 

Miracles Among Us, Inc., we applaud you as Pilots and look forward to any 

opportunities we may have to advance brain injury causes through shared 

passions!  Thank you. “ 

Special Invitation to the Pilot Club of Naples. . . . . .Suzan Berg speaks to 

Pilots on Miracles Among Us, Inc.  “Restoring Lives One Brain At A Time”, 

a non-profit organization started in 2008 to help 

persons in the community cope with the stress of 

living with brain injury.  It was a very special 

Valentine evening. 

The presentation,”Shared Passions – Advancing Brain Injury” for the Pilot Club of Naples was hosted by 

Heather Baker,  Administrative Director of Brookdale Center for Healthy  Aging & Rehabilitation at the 

NCH Naples Hospital.                              
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The Pilot Club of St Lucie County is holding their first fashion show 
"Shabby Chic Fashion Show and Silent Auction" on Tuesday, February 26, 
2013 at 6:00 p.m..  The event is being held at Haisley Reception Center 
located at 3015 Okeechobee Road in Fort Pierce.  The outfits the models 
will be wearing and the silent auction items have been purchased from 
local thrift stores.   In addition to the silent auction the club will be serv-
ing refreshments.   

Charley Moses and her mother Muriel 
Cowell along with one of the silent auc-
tion baskets.  Charley is wearing a tweed 
pair of pants purchased at Goodwill in 
Vero Beach and a hand knitted sweater, 
made by a friend.  Her mother, Muriel, is 
wearing a skirt also purchased at Good-
will in Vero Beach. 

The Pilot Club of Crystal River initiated 3 new members on January 22nd.  Pictured 

left to right are:  Shirley Edwards sponsored by Gail Granger, Shirley Larkin 

(sponsor) and new member Janie Oakeson, Sandy Leven sponsored by Adelaide 

Pickett. 

 

Miss Crystal PIGG was dressed in her finest Valentine's Day attire.  Pilots were given 

the opportunity to feed Miss Crystal with their spare change or dollars and were given a 

raffle ticket for a chance on a box of chocolates.  Sandy Levin won the box of chocolates 

and we collected $37.09.  Miss Crystal is looking forward to St. Patty's Day Celebration in March as well as the Steppin Out in Style 

Fashion Show on March 16th at the Plantation Inn.  
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Annarene, Carol, Claire, Carol, Pam and Ginny presented a $1,000 check to James Smith, Alzhei-
mer’s Project, Inc. Clinical Director and Victoria Heuler, Alzheimer’s Project Board President to 
be used for Project Lifesaver supplies.  In 2004, our club provided the initial cash outlay and part-
ners with the Alzheimer’s Project, Inc. and Leon County Sheriff’s Office on Project Lifesaver in 
Tallahassee. 

Annarene and Claire brought the toiletries, clothing, books and non-
perishable food to the Chelsea House.  This home provides physical as well 
as emotional and spiritual support as residents work through a progressive 
program designed to establish stability and eventual independent living. 

Chiles Anchors held their new member inductions at the home of Lisa 
Strickland, their Advisor.  During the evening, they had dinner, gave 
gifts to the new Anchors and held their ceremony. 

Chiles Anchor President Ashlyn at the Induction 

Ceremony.  

January 31st, Annarene, Carol H, Pam S, Claire and Bea volunteered at the Silent Auc-
tion of Purple Craze, a benefit for the Alzheimer’s Project, Inc.  Purple is the color of 
Alzheimer’s Disease, which is how the Purple Craze name was selected.   

January 26th, Pilots were out supporting the community at the 30th 
Annual Children’s Day at the Florida Museum of History.  We had 
over 1,000 people come to our table to learn more about Pilot and 
to hear about our BrainMinders program.  We fit and distributed 
167 bicycle helmets – all that we had.  We were fortunate to be 
able to present BrainMinders on stage to children and adults.  And 
several people signed up to learn more about Pilot – next Share 
Pilot names!  Thanks to Karol, Jane P, Jane F, Annarene, Carol W 
and Claire for working this event. 

February 8th, Charlotte, Annarene and 
Claire were at the Gretchen Everhart 
School Valentine’s Dance, taking pic-
tures for the students to bring home.  
Gretchen Everhart School, named after a 
past Pilot Club of Tallahassee member,  
serves K-12 grade students with severe to 
moderate mental handicaps. 

February 9th, we were at the 28th Annual Alzheimer’s Disease and 
Education Conference at the FSU College of Medicine.  We started 
and continue to support the conference, which started 28 years ago 
when there weren’t any resources in the local community about Alzheimer’s Disease.  Six of the LaVerne Weddle Scholarship House ladies were 
there to assist us.  President Karol addressed the attendees at the opening session, informing them about our club and what we do in and for the 
community. 
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Gulf to Lakes Pilot Club donated $3,000.00 to The Crest School's 

"Playground Project" on February 12th, 2013. Pictured here from left to 

right are: Jeanne Kirk, Jeanmarie Patterson, Mindy Thomson, Richard 

Hilgert(Principal), Karen Ryan, and Gail Drange. This is an extensive 

project spearheaded by the staff at the Crest School to make a new play-

ground that is accessible to all of their special needs students aged 5-21, 

many of whom have mobility issues that make using regular playground 

equipment difficult or impossible. The Gulf To Lakes Pilot Club is an 

international organization whose mission is to raise funds to support 

local organizations that deal with children and adults afflicted with brain injuries and brain-related disorders. 

We also had several activities at the beginning of 2013.  Members gathered one even-

ing to make the most creative and interesting valentines for residents of several ALFs.  

This was done under the tutelage of Jeanmarie Patterson, our artist “extraordinaire”.  

We also held a very successful Military Card Party fundraiser. 

We all had a great time at our 

Christmas party and gift ex-

change.  Left:  Pam Palmer pre-

sents our Club gift to President 

Donna Homan. 

At our February meeting, author Terry Werth spoke about her journey 

thru Breast Cancer and how all us  want to be survivors. 
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Greetings! 

 My name is Elizabeth Rockey and I am the Vice President of St. John Anchor Club in Ocala, FL. We have had many exciting activities recently and 
Mrs. Ridgway wanted us to share just one of them.  

 One of our favorites was Operation Christmas Child. Even though Christmas was a month ago, this service activity is still something on our hearts 
and minds. Children in third world countries are not as fortunate as many of us in the United States. For many children, December 25th is just anoth-
er day struggling to find food and clean water. Children are waking up on Christmas morning without the excitement of seeing 
gifts under the Christmas tree.  

 Our Anchor Club sponsored Operation Christmas Child and got our church and school community involved. This organiza-
tion asks for donations of shoe boxes filled with children's toys, necessary hygiene utensils, school supplies and a Bible to send 
to the children in different countries. Participating in this service project helps to spread the Word of God to all the children 
who may not know about Jesus. Our Anchor Club adviser, Mrs. Fontaine, hoped we would donate at least 100 shoe boxes. 
Exceeding expectations, we engaged our entire community in donating 350 shoe boxes. Anchor Club was thrilled to hear that 
the whole school was as excited about serving others as we were. There were bar codes on the back of the shoe boxes that we 
can scan to tell us where they were shipped so we can continue to pray and thank God that the children may be blessed through 
our simple gifts. Our Anchor Club is excited about loving locally and giving globally and this is one way we have put such a 
saying into action.  

 Attached you will find a picture of our Anchor Adviser's little girl (our Anchor in training) with all of our shoe boxes packed up and ready to be 
shipped off overseas.  Thank you for taking time to see one of our Anchor activities. Blessings!    

  God's Peace, Love, and Joy, 

 Elizabeth Rockey 

 St. John Anchor Club VP 
  Find us on Facebook @ St. John Anchor Club 

Walton High School Anchor Club hosted its 2nd Annual Give Kids the 

World Ice Cream for Breakfast Fundraiser.   The event was held on 

Saturday, January 26 as part of the Florida Chautauqua Assem-

bly.  WHS Anchors were thrilled that Give Kids the World President, 

Pamela Landwirth was present on Friday as a guest speaker to the as-

sembly and Walton High School student body.  Ms. Landwirth gave a 

brief presentation about the 

village and the importance 

of supporters and volun-

teers.  She also praised 

WHS Anchors efforts as 

they will return to the vil-

lage as volunteers on Feb-

ruary 28th while in the Kis-

simmee area for the Florida 

District Anchor Conven-

tion.  Major Clayton of 

GKTW was able to make a 

guest appearance at the Ice 

Cream for Breakfast Social 

and the club raised $540.00 for the organization. Walton High School 

Anchor Club has been working with Give Kids the World for three 

years.  Give Kids the World is a non-profit organization that provides 

a much needed week-long vacation to children and their families that 

have life-threatening illnesses.   This organization is also a partner 

with the Make a Wish Foundation; therefore, many wishes of the chil-

dren are fulfilled while in Orlando. 
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Each month, as a club, we have “student of the month” awards for five area high school for 

students who are mental challenged.  Photographed here at the left is student Amber Zach 

and photographed at the bottom is Christian Valesquez 

both attend Treasure Coast High School and their teach-

er is Mrs. Fox, who does a fantastic job with the stu-

dents in her classroom. Photographed with the students  

is our own pilot member Irene Wood. 

We did a ‘BREAKFAST WITH  

SANTA” for our community and: 

SERVED 160 FOR BREAKFAST, APPROX. 

300 ATTENDED, GAVE AWAY 60 BICYCLE 

HELMETS, ORNAMENTS, COLORING 

BOOKS AND CRAYONS                                                                       

We made approx. $900 after expenses 

and are planning on sharing this with 

our community projects from  

THE PILOT CLUB OF 

                  ZEPHYRHILLS 
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More than 400 Love Lights were placed in front of the historic Alcazar Building in downtown St. Augustine Dec. 9 during the Pilot Club 

of St. Augustine’s annual fundraiser. The lights, in honor or in memory of loved ones, are sold by the club for $3 each or two for $5, with 

the proceeds used for a variety of community service projects.  The Alcazar 

Building is also home for the City of St. Augustine and Lightner Museum. 

The Love Lights add to the already glowing downtown St. Augustine  during  

the yearly Night  of Lights 

which continues from mid-

November to Jan. 31 each 

season. 

The  Night of Lights has been 

named by AAA as one of its 

12 Favorite Places to Catch 

the Holiday Spirit in the USA and Canada, recognized by the American Bus Association 

as one of the nation’s top 100 events several times and was identified by National Geo-

graphic magazine as one of the top 10 places to see holiday lights. 

This year, National Geographic Traveler magazine named St. Augustine one of the 20 “must-see places” in the world for 2013. 

The Pilot Club adds to the season each year on one night only, the second Sunday in December. In addition to the Live Lights, entertain-

ment is featured during the 5 to 8 p.m. lighting of the Love Lights.  The Pilot Club introduced the Love Lights in St. Augustine more than 

25 years ago. 

Melanie Morrison (left) was recently named club sweetheart of the Pilot Club of St. Augustine. Her honor was presented 
by Cheryl Bell, president. 

A past president of the club and current treasurer, Melanie joined Pilot in 2001 and has been involved in every phase of 
club life, particularly fundraising and the yearly caladium sale. 

In other news from the club: Jo Brown, St. Augustine Beach, was welcomed as a new member. She was sponsored by 
neighbor and Florida District Governor Rene Naughton.  
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Each year one of the members of the Pilot Club of Panama City makes 
Christmas stockings and the club fills them with “stocking stuffers” for the 
clients of Second Chance of Northwest Florida, one of the organizations the 
club supports.  Second Chance is a daycare center for clients with brain-
related disorders. 

Pictured left to right:  Sarah Shink, Pilot Club member, Jared Padgett, em-
ployee and once client at Second Chance, and Sandy Ingram, president, Pilot 
Club of Panama City, Inc. 

Community personalities and Anchor Club members contributed to make The Pilot Club of Panama City’s third annual Pancake Festival 

a success.  It was held February 2 at Applebee’s in Panama City.  Pancakes, sausage, and coffee were served by the Anchor Club mem-

bers as the personalities poured coffee and sold 50/50 raffle tickets.  There was face painting for the kids, baked goods, and lots of door 

prizes to make it a festive occasion. Proceeds will benefit three scholarships awarded to Anchor Club seniors with any additional funds 

benefiting the charities the club supports for brain-related disorders. 
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On Saturday, February 2nd the Pilot Club of Greater Gainesville (PCGG) and the Southern Scholarship Foundation (SSF) partnered to-

gether for the 3rd Annual Education for Life 5k held at Westside Park in Gainesville, Florida and though it was bitter cold, the race was a 

tremendous success! 

When planning this year’s budget and Plans of Work, PCGG Fundraising Chair Julie 

Collins, and co-chair Teresa Turner, also a member of the PCGG, as well as the Direc-

tor of Student Affairs for SSF, met to determine the race budget.  For some crazy idea 

the two, having gained some fresh, new ideas decided to up the fundraising goal from 

$6,000 to $10,000 for the Education for Life 5k!  Crazy we know! 

However, we had a plan!  It was all about thinking out of the box, making it not just 

another 5k but an EVENT!  So with the Pilots and the students from SSF buying in to our proposal we set off on our campaign to raise 

awareness of both organizations and raise money for the 5k. 

First we tried something called 5-10-20.  As Pilots we asked our friends, neighbors, family and co-workers to donate a doable amount 

like $5, $10 or $20 towards our $10,000 goal.  One member successfully raised over $350 using this idea alone!  And fresh from Fall 

Council we borrowed the Market Place idea of raffling off a gift 

basket the day of the 5k but selling tickets the entire month of 

January thru race morning and with a beautiful basket of donated 

items valued over $500 we were able to raise $2,050 in ticket 

sales!  And every Pilot contributed with ticket sales, getting 

Sponsors and recruiting runners! 

But this was a true team/partner effort between PCGG & SSF.  

Residents from the Southern Scholarship Foundation held fund-

raising events last Fall and into February raising over $2,000 

themselves!  But not just fundraisers, they held events the week 

before the race to bring awareness like painting & hanging ban-

ners, a ½ mile fun run and our favorite event besides the race – skit night!  And 

through it all Pilots were there to support and be a part of the student activities. 

So, how did we do?  We did manage to hit our $10,000 goal which, admittedly we 

are still stunned over!  But we had a plan, we worked our plan, we encouraged each 

other and at the end of a day all agreed it was a real success!  If you are considering 

a 5k we would love to share our ideas with you!  Feel free to contact Julie Collins at 

Julie.collins555@yahoo.com or Teresa Turner at tturner@southernscholarship.org. 

And good luck to all of you with your future events – we look forward to seeing you 

in Naples! 


