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The Wave
Fall 2019

Roaring 20’s DEC

First timers

ECR Nikki Dawkins and Governor Diana Kimgree

Anchor Guest Speaker Owen and Governor Diana
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Helmet Fitting at Fall Council
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Pilot Club of Pensacola
On September 14, 2019 the Pilot Club of Pensacola participated in the 6th annual DAY OF PLAY 
at Maritime Park. It is a day set aside to encourage kids to get up, get out and get active. 5 Pilots 
and 12 Anchors from Escambia High School joined 40 other organizations at the festivities and 
fitted and gave away 72 helmets. Our 5 Pilots volunteers were Howard Johnson, Sue Wells, Joyce 
Blackwelder, Gloria White and Lynne Pinder.
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Pilot Club of Pensacola
On October 9th six members of the Pilot Club of Pensacola delivered goodies to the 911 Communication 
Center at the Pensacola Police Department. These goodies which included some gift cards, snacks & a 
potted plant were purchased with a $200 Pick Me Up grant awarded to our club by Pilot International. 
The 911 dispatchers are some of the unseen hero’s in our community and we are proud to recognize 
them in this way. We got a tour of the facility, met staff and enjoyed a presentation on the work of these 
dedicated employees. Making the delivery were Pilots Lynne Pinder, Sue Wells, Joyce Blackwelder,  
Jeanne Clark, Gloria White and Shirley Jacques.

On October 22, 2019 for MAKE A DIFFERENCE DAY, five members 
of the Pilot Club of Pensacola worked with staff and clients of the 
Capstone Adaptive Learning and Therapy Center (formerly known 
as United Cerebal Palsy) to make all natural beef dog biscuits. These 
biscuits will be sold at the Capstone Pet Place, along with other pet 
supplies and pet foods. The store provides work experience for their 
students and increases the areas pool of job ready special needs 
applicants.Pilots participating were Suzie Holzworth, Sue Wells, 
Joyce Blackwelder,  Gloria White and Jeanne Clark.
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To start off the 2019-2020 Anchor Club year, the Pilot Club of Panama City installed the officers of Arnold, 
Bay, Mosley, and Rutherford High Schools. Sponsors from the four high schools were recognized: Jan Hurst, 
Arnold; Leanne Laird, Bay; Lori Foster, Mosley; and Jennifer Alvis, Rutherford.  The Pilot Club appreciates 
their dedication to Anchor by instilling community service and leadership in their members.
2019-2020 Anchor officers installed: Arnold High School: Trista Cooley, president; Kristy Gerkin, vice president; 
Carmen Gosdin, secretary; McKenzie Hurst, treasurer; and Maddie Beaty, volunteer coordinator. 
Bay High School: Ivy Fitzsimons, president; Emma Skipper, vice president; Valeria Veras, secretary; Ana 
Barragan, treasurer; and Elise Armstrong, historian. 
Mosley High School: Rachel Sloane, president; Hailey Gay, vice president; Lauren Moody, secretary; and 
Madison Forrest, historian. 
Rutherford High School: Patrick Alvis, president; Anna Bernatt, vice president; Tram Nguyen, secretary; 
Thaddeus Alvis, treasurer; and Vy Deip, historian.

Pilot Club of Panama City

Pictured left to right: Jan Hurst, sponsor, Arnold 
High School; Lori Foster, sponsor, Mosley High 
School; and Jennifer Alvis, sponsor, Rutherford 
High School.

Officers attending, back row, left to right: Barbara Prentiss, Pilot Club; 
Thaddeus Alvis, Rutherford; Hailey Gay, Mosley; Lauren Moody, 
Mosley; Maddie Beaty, Arnold; McKenzie Hurst, Arnold; Carmen 
Gosdin; Arnold; and Sue Krauss, Pilot Club.Front row, presidents, 
left to right:  Patrick Alvis, Rutherford; Ivy Fitzsimons, Bay, Rachel 
Sloane, Mosley; and Trista Cooley, Arnold.

The Pilot Club of Panama City sponsors Anchor clubs at four high schools in Panama City. These students 
help the local Pilot Club with fundraising events and projects in the community. They also have community 
projects within their school clubs. Each year the four Anchor Clubs at Arnold, Bay, Mosley, and Rutherford 
high schools participate in their individual homecoming parades. Not pictured:  Rutherford High School.
1st picture: Arnold High School Anchor Club: Trista Cooley, president; Quinn Hurst
2nd picture: Bay High School Anchor Club: Anchor representative Noah Redding
3rd picture, left to right:  Mosley High School: Henry Bolough, Hailey Gay, vice president; and Rachel Sloane, president
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Barbara Prentiss was recognized as a Pilot International Club Ambassador at 
a recent meeting of the Pilot Club of Panama City.  She was nominated by her 
club for her activities within the club.  Guidelines from Pilot International are 
as follows:
Be active in an assigned role within the club. Promote and support Pilot 
International and its activities. Be active in a project that addresses one of Pilot 
International’s core areas of service focus: Anchor Clubs, Brain Safety & Fitness, 
and/or Caring for Families in Times of Need. Be faithful in attending meetings 
and give generously of her time to assist with service projects and fundraising 
activities.
Pictured, left to right: Shawnna Ervin, president, Pilot Club of Panama City and 
Barbara Prentiss, recipient of PI Club Ambassador Award.

Members of the Pilot Club of Panama City recently 
attended a North Region Workshop of the Florida District, 
Pilot International, in Marianna. They joined Pilots from 
Defuniak Springs, Marianna, Pensacola, Quincy, Tallahassee 
& Walton County in a day of learning and friendship. Each 
club brought baskets/boxes of supplies for the Weddle Pilot 
Scholarship House in Tallahassee. The Florida District, Pilot 
International, sponsors four scholarship houses in Florida: 
One at FSU in Tallahassee (female), two at the University of 
Florida (one female/one male), and one at Florida Gulf Coast 
University in Fort Myers (female).  The Florida District has 
initiated a Strive for Five campaign to build a 5th scholarship 
house at Florida Gulf Coast University.

Pilot Club of Panama City

Pictured left to right: Barbara Prentiss, president-elect, 
Pilot Club of Panama City, Shawnna Ervin, president, Pilot 
Club of Panama City, Beverly Shean, Governor-elect, Diana 
Kingree, Governor  and Gail Hill, North Region Lt. Governor

The Roaring 20’s was the theme of the banquet at the Florida District, Pilot International, Fall Council in 
Naples. Pilots from 29 clubs in Florida gathered for fun and fellowship while raising money for the Pilot 
Scholarship House Foundation and attending workshops on leadership, fundraising, membership, projects, 
and Compass.  Approximately $4,000 was raised for the PSHF.  The Florida District sponsors four scholarship 
houses in Florida. Students live in these houses rent 
free and learn the basics of cooking, housekeeping, 
and budgeting, while earning their degrees.
Jodi Walborn presented a brain safety workshop on 
Friday evening. Following the presentation Pilots 
were given bike helmets, taught the proper way to fit 
them, and will receive certification.
Five members of the Pilot Club of Panama City 
attended the convention.
Pictured left to right:  Shawnna Ervin, president; 
Barbara Prentiss, president-elect; Ann Mills, 
treasurer; Sue Krauss, director; and Beverly Shean, 
governor-elect of the Florida Distric
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Pilot Club of Panama City

Twice a year in Panama City the Cope Foundation hosts wounded warriors on our beautiful 
beaches.  Wounded warriors from all branches of the military are treated to a week of fun 
and relaxation, all expenses paid.  The Cope Foundation was founded by the Cope family 
after a son was wounded serving his country and this is how the family and our community 
recognize all those who have paid a great sacrifice so we may have our freedoms.
The Pilot Club of Panama City donates a raffle basket each Fall for one of the caregivers who 
play an enormous role in these warriors returning home to their families.  The caregivers are 
treated to a spa day and the baskets are raffled off.

Pictured, left to right Pilot Club members:  
Barbara Prentiss, president-elect; Shawnna 
Ervin, president; Beverly Shean, governor-
elect, Florida District, Pilot International, 
Chris Brown, member; and Sue Krauss, 
youth coordinator.

Rails 2 Trails Pilot Club

Rails 2 Trails held a Bunco Party in mid October at the 
Moose Lodge of Ocala. There was plenty of fun, door 
prizes, raffles and food. We are all looking forward to 
another one in the early spring.
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Pilot Club of Fort Pierce

International Care and Kindness Week. Members delivered snacks of all kinds to the fire fighters of Station 1.  
Pictured are Tena Sigmon, Barbara McKenzie and Irene Wood with Jeremy Rouse, Jeff Curl, Lt. Nick Wilson, 
Lt. John King.

Pilot Club of Fort Pierce 
 

The Pilot Club of Fort Pierce held their 15th Annual Birdies for Bracelets Gold 
Tournament on Saturday September 28, 2019.  In addition to entry fees, funds were 
received for sponsorships, mulligans, basket raffles, and 50/50.  After lunch a live 
auction was held for several donated items.  The day ended with the awards for all of 
the winners.  Funds raised will support Alzheimer’s Community Care to purchase 
bracelets and supplies for Alzheimer’s patient in our local area, and our local service 
projects including several scholarships to be presented in May 2020.   
 
On October 19, 2019 we held our First Bunco of the year.  The attendance was affected 
by the storm that was supposed to come, which never did, but the day was still a 
success.  Pilots from neighboring clubs attended.  There was bunco, basket raffles, 
50/50 and of course food!  Fun was had by all. 

         
 
Pilots pictured, Irene Wood, Bob Smith, Adele Lowe, Eileen Richardson, Susan Scherer, 
Dottie Miller.  
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Pilot Club of Titusville
This past summer, Pilot Club of Titusville 
members volunteered for the Summer Feeding 
Program 2019 with Food & More. This program 
feeds lunches for children daily in the North 
Brevard area from June 3rd through August 9th.

In September, Pilot Club of Titusville members chose a Pick Me Up for teachers at four different schools in 
the North Brevard Area. Members went to Coquina and Pinewood Elementary, Astronaut High & Madison 
Middle School. Members assembled and delivered baskets with snacks & school supplies. Each school also 
received a serenity fountain for their teacher lounges.
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Pilot Club of Tallahassee
Mallory and Claire, Pilot Club of Tallahassee, attended the 
Partners for Excellence breakfast at which they were thanked for 
working with the students in Leon County.  And they had the 
opportunity to share information about partnering with some of 
the Leon County elementary schools and provided information 
about their club does to support the community.            
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Pilot Club of Tallahassee to receive a $1,000 grant 
From the Capital City Bank Foundation. The grant 
money will be used specifically on their education 
projects including sponsorship of our Anchor Clubs 
at Chiles High School, Leon High School and 
Maclay School and our partnership with Gretchen 
Everhart School. The grant will also support their 
continuing patriotism essay contests for 4th graders 
on Veterans Day and Presidents Day in the local 
elementary schools.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Pilot Club of Tallahassee conducted 
Anchor Officer training with the Anchors 
and Advisors from their three Anchor Clubs 
– Chiles High School, Leon High School 
and Maclay School.  The Anchor officers 
learned more about their responsibilities, 
fundraisers, projects and helping the 
community. 
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Pilot Club of Palm Beach
Ahoy from Palm Beach!
A BIG heartfelt thank you to all those who participated in Pilot Club of Palm Beach’s first club event, Beers & Bangs. A total 
of 24 participants chopped off hair in efforts to raise funds for yarn wigs to be donated to the pediatric cancer patients at Joe 
DiMaggio’s Children Hospital in Hollywood, Florida. Our own President and President elect chopped off a combined 24 
INCHES to lead by example.
Our amazing sponsors and raffle donors led the way with their generous contributions to the event. Thanks to them and all the 
amazing participants, we were able to raise approximately $2300 for yarn wig supplies. With overwhelming support from our 
President Elect’s company at Northwestern Mutual, who matches philanthropic donations, they brought our grand total raised 
to $4,700! A total of 54 yarn wigs will be donated during Christmas time to the pediatric oncology unit at Joe DiMaggio by the 
Pilot Club of Palm Beach. 
We are blessed to have such loving neighbors to support one another and look forward to many more events within our local 
community. Until our next adventure, keep tried and true!
Love,
Pilot Club of Palm Beach
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Pilot Scholarship House Foundation
November 2019 Wave

We are grateful that we had 10 residents join us at Fall Council.  We would like to share their 
reflection of the weekend.

When I arrived in Naples, I was welcomed to the Pilot council. I even became helmet fitting certified! 
Wearing a bike helmet is so important, especially in Gainesville (there’s many inexperienced drivers). 
I met many wonderful ladies. I made connections especially with the pilot ladies of Titusville. I’m 
thankful I had the opportunity to make connections with the generous Pilot members who help make 
my college education possible. It inspired me to become involved more in the Gainesville Pilot club as 
well as the Anchor club to give back to my community. Thank you all.
Sincerely, Ciara Miller
MET Pilot Scholarship House

“My time during this year’s Pilot Council, I saw that there were a few changes compared to last year’s. 
One being the first time seeing an activity that could get someone certified for fitting helmet, which I 
honestly did not know was an actual thing. That was fun seeing the all attendees with me enjoying 
themselves as they tried their best to finish quickly and properly. Additionally, I was amazed that 
there was even a theme for dressing up this year. In the previous 2 Councils, I never saw a theme, 
which caught me by surprise. That’s one thing that I would encourage the Pilot Club to do to keep 
thing lively and entertaining. I do feel regret that I wasn’t able to find a costume in time before the trip. 
When it came to judging, it was not an easy task since there were some many different costumes and 
not enough time to accurately judge them all. From this and the previous two experiences, it shows 
that the members of Pilot are determined to work hard and have have fun when it come for raising 
money for their causes. I am amazed that Pilot has enough time in their busy schedule to ensure that 
everything in their Fall Council runs smoothly. Also, I am grateful that Pilot puts in the time to think 
about what our scholarship houses might need as well as work with our house managers for other 
things we might need in the future. Anyway, I thank the Pilot Club for the donations, accommodations 
during our trip, and their continued support to the Southern Scholarship Foundation.”

Sincerely,
Jorge A. Hernandez
Williams House



13

For my first time going to a pilot fall council I was very excited, and this experience exceeded my 
expectations. My housemate who has a veteran at the fall council gave me a gist and I didn’t expect 
much was still thrilled. When I got there, I felt a lot of energy surprisingly since it was a group of 
elderly women. Everyone there was thrilled to be there since day one and it made me even more 
excited. The first thing I did and enjoyed was being able to get certified for bike helmet fitting. I 
never knew that you’d have to get certified for this and I love how I got an opportunity to learn and 
get certified on the spot. Another thing I enjoyed on day one was the fact that I was able to meet 
other members of SSF. This allowed me to make new friendships, connections and learn about new 
perspectives. I was also able to connect with a lot of the pilots and I loved sharing my story while 
learning about them. At the fall council I was able to have fun and participate in the raffles, quarter 
auctions, marketplace bunco and so much more. The thing that brought it over the top for me was 
the amazing memorial service they had at the end and it really showed me how pilot is much more 
than an organization but a family.

Nylan Pierre
Williams House

Pilot Scholarship House Foundation
November 2019 Wave
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GKP Pilot Fall Council Experiences

I really enjoyed going to fall council because I got to meet the ladies and learn how you all help to keep 
the house running and everyone I talked to had something interesting to say.  I also like to see how money 
is raised for the house and how much work is put in. I also had fun dressing up and taking pictures with 
everyone.

-A’zhane 

It was fun and a great time. It allowed us to meet and spend time with people who contribute so much 
behind the scenes and allowed us to appreciate them more. The atmosphere was overall very positive, and 
I would love to go again.

-Denise

It was a blessing to be a part of something so special. It was so amazing to see so many strong women 
enjoying life and celebrating such an amazing cause. It was really thoughtful to include the Pilot Scholarship 
houses in many of the different fundraisers. I would recommend all pilot house residents attend the fall 
council at least once!

-Krystina 

It was such an amazing and different experience. I felt welcomed and loved by everyone and learned a lot 
about the Pilot ladies. It was also really cool to see how they did their fundraiser and how well it turned 
out.

-Marisa

The Pilot Fall District Council was such a great experience, it showed me just how hard that you all work 
for us, raising money, passing and ruling regulations, and I am so thankful for that. All the pilot ladies at 
my table Melissa, Susan, and Nancy were so kind and we all had such a pleasant night learning more about 
each other and just cracking jokes here and there.

-Melissa

Thanks for allowing me to be a part of the fall council this year. It was a “once in a lifetime experience” 
feeling at the event and all the ladies were so kind and hilarious. I’ll be looking forward for next year’s 
event.

-Felicia 

I first would like to say thank you all for allowing us to enjoy spending a weekend with all of you. Starting 
with how you all were able to conduct business and still have fun at the same time was amazing. The 
use of The Marketplace was also a good source of profit and fun with all the wonderful items being sold. 
My absolute two favorite moments were first, you all for allowing my roommate and I to speak about our 
experiences and Saturday night’s dinner. I am forever grateful for all that you ladies do for us. It takes a 
village to do what you all did. With the number of attendees present and with the amount of money raised, 
I was impressed and highly favored. Continue to do a great job and I’m so excited to hear about the them 
next year. Thank you all for a weekend I won’t forget.

-Danarria
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Deadline for the next WAVE is February 10th

Fall Festivities at Salvation Army’s Sue M. Pridmore Center
The Pilot Club of South Brevard designed and implemented two evenings of fun for the women and children at the Sue 
M. Pridmore Center, a transitional living shelter in Melbourne.  A week before Halloween we presented a Brainminders 
puppet show geared towards the children teaching about brain safety, bike helmet use and safety in the home.  This was 
followed by a table top filled with Halloween decorations that the children could choose from to decorate their doors 
and rooms.  Pumpkin and ghost crafts were available to make.  A candy corn guessing game and door prizes made fun 
for all through the evening.  We ended with homemade cookies and drinks on a seasonally decorated table.  The next 
week, on Halloween, we set up a “Trunk or Treat” in their parking lot. Besides handing out candy, we gave the children 
Happy Halloween cards made by the elders at Brookdale Melbourne ALF as an outreach service program for seniors 
to contribute to their community. Then we joined them for pizza and fellowship in the Center.  PCSB has selected this 
charity as one to support this year by hosting events for the residents, providing household and personal items for the 
children and women and will host a Fashion Show in March to provide financial support.

Pilot Club of South Brevard
Firehouse Visit
One fine October day several members of the Pilot Club of South Brevard visited Stations 76 and 77 of the Melbourne 
Fire Department.   Our Club has been dedicated to helping “first responders” in the past and continues to embrace 
this tradition wherever needed within the community.  Our emphasis is on keeping the volunteer firemen healthy and 
energetic by providing Pick-Me-Ups of readily available snacks that can be placed in a pocket when they do receive 
emergency calls and must leave the Fire Station quickly.  We also replenished their supplies of stuffed animals as 
children are often present when traumatic incidents occur and having something soft to 
hold provides a definite calming effect on the child.  After we had introduced ourselves at 
each Station and taken  tours of all the fire vehicles and apparatus, we presented the men 
with a huge baskets of healthy “goodies” and two large bags of choice stuffed animals.  
Then there was a round of photos for all! 


